Bible Study Tuesday August 7, 2001

<chosen> Father we give you thanks for making this day, and this time, for us to come together to learn more of you....we ask that you would help each of us to apply that which we hear, so that we would continually be walking in the Spirit and not fulfill the desires of the flesh....thank you for knowing, and providing that which we have need of at this time...we ask these things in Christ Jesus name, and thank you for them

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:5Now I will come unto you, when I shall pass through Macedonia: for I do pass through Macedonia. 6And it may be that I will abide, yea, and winter with you, that ye may bring me on my journey whithersoever I go. 7For I will not see you now by the way; but I trust to tarry a while with you, if the Lord permit. (KJV)

<opentext> It was Paul's desire to come and see the Corinthians again, and to get them pointed in the right direction, but we can also see that it would be as the Lord directed, that he would act.

<opentext> How often is it, that we allow our desires to become greater then that which the Lord may be asking of us?

<chosen> we sometimes do

<diligently> am sure there are or have been times.

<at-peace> when we lean to our own understanding

<d-g> whenever we become self willed

<opentext> It is easy for us to "think", that surely if we are there, we can help point the people in the right direction. Yet, if one will remember what the Lord taught on Lazarus and the rich man, why will they listen to us, if they are going to ignore all that Father has already plainly put forth?

<helpmate> the servant is not greater than the master

<at-peace> they won't... if they have kept my sayings the will keep yours also

<diligently> they would not .

<chosen> they wont

<opentext> Getting to that place, where we do as Father asks of us, and not going beyond that.

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:8But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost. 9For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries. (KJV)

<opentext> Even as the Lord gives us insights as to what He may have us do, one still has to keep their focus on today, now faith, so that they are able to do all that He is asking of us this day. (taking no thought for the morrow)

<opentext> As one looks at the accounts given of the ministry of Jesus Christ within the gospels; one can see that as His ministry progressed, the message of the kingdom grew in the importance of the message. As the intensity of the message grew, so did the persecution.

<opentext> Yet, as we grow and share the insights Father opens to us by His Spirit, people often "think" the persecution should decrease. Yet, this is not the case.

<opentext> All those that live Godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution. If they hated Him, then they will hate you.

<opentext> The more one sees of this glorious gospel, the greater of a threat they become to the devil, therefore he will place adversaries in your path.

<opentext> The devil goes about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. How often is it that one listens to the roar, rather then the message of faith?

<diligently> i have listened to the roar a many to often. but for today not any longer, by the strength of my Lord Jesus Christ.

<helpmate> any time we get "caught up" in a situation

<d-g> the more one listens to the roar, the more it will drown out the message of faith

<diligently> yes... looking at the situation more that the solution.

<opentext> Learning to walk by "faith", and not by sight, or the physical senses.

<opentext> John 16:33These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.  (KJV)

<opentext> He speaks these things to us, not shouts. One must train themselves to listen to and hear the still, small voice of God. 

<opentext> Have you ever noticed in a stressful situation, that a soft, calm voice helps more than shouting and panic?

<at-peace> yes

<chosen> yes

<diligently> oh  yes

<opentext> Jesus Christ has overcome the world. He has shown us the way that we too can follow, established by the truth of God's Word, and if we hear and obey this message, it will lead one to eternal life.

<opentext> One is always able to triumph, if they continue in the message delivered by Jesus Christ.

<opentext> God has not given us the spirit of fear, but that of power (Christ, the power and wisdom of God), for He so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, and if we believe the message that He has given us (the message of faith) it will produce a sound mind, to those that allow this message to renew their mind.

<opentext> It is when one forgets or neglects this message, that the problem (mountain) seems bigger then the solution.

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:10Now if Timotheus come, see that he may be with you without fear: for he worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it, that because we have seen someone else do something, we think that we can do the same thing also?

<diligently> yes, have done that also.

<helpmate> but we can....we can do all things through Christ.....but does Father want us to

<diligently> and was not grown enough yet... and fell on my face.

<opentext> So it is a matter of one learning His will. Acting in obedience to that which He asks of us. The joy of the Lord is our strength.

<opentext> 2 Cor 7:4Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my glorying of you: I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation. 5For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without were fightings, within were fears.  (KJV)

<opentext> The flesh will always want to listen to that which the world is saying, and putting before us. No matter what the situation, one must stay focused in and on the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Will you allow this to be your focus today, that you can do that which Father asks of you?

<at-peace> yes

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes

<helpmate> yes

<matti> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> just wanted to share on John 16:33 where Jesus Christ said ' I have over come the world ' ... He spoke these words of faith before He went to the cross to pay for our sins, He knew it was done

<opentext> and the same confidence that we must have, when Father asks something of us.
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