Bible Study Tuesday August 14, 2001

<d-g> Heavenly Father as we come before your throne of grace today we thank you for all your spiritual blessings you have bestowed upon us this day, and that through your word we will come to more of an understanding of you this day through Jesus Christ.

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:17I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: for that which was lacking on your part they have supplied. 18For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: therefore acknowledge ye them that are such.  (KJV)

<opentext> It is very probable that the faithful in the church of Corinth did send these three persons, namely, Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, to St. Paul, at this time at Ephesus, to acquaint him with the state of the church, the rents and scisms that were amongst them; and to desire the interposure of his authority, and the exercise of his apostolical power, in order to the healing of those unhappy breaches. Now, says the apostle, I am glad of the coming of these men, whom you sent with your letters of inquiry to me; for that account of your affairs which was lacking on your parts in your letter, they have supplied: I am glad, I say, for they have refreshed my spirit with their presence and discourse, and will at their return refresh yours also; therefore acknowledge ye them that are such, own their services, and honour them for the same. There is a tribute of double honour, respect, and reverence, due and payable to such as labour in the church's services even unto weariness, and are willing to spend and be spent in such services as they are capable of, for the benefit of the church in general, or any member thereof in particular. (Wm. Burkitt's notes)

<opentext> It is the general consensus, that these three brought the letter from the Corinthians, as well as first hand knowledge of the state of affairs at the church in Corinth.

<opentext> One will also recall, that Stephanas is also mentioned back in the first chapter as one of the first that Paul conversed with upon his arrival in Achaia.

<opentext> So he would have observed the total turn of events that were transpiring in that church.

<opentext> It is one thing to hear of what is going on in a letter, but one is able to obtain a much clearer picture from a first hand account of the proceedings, as these three people could provide for Paul. And it was because of this letter they delivered, and the accounts they also provided, that Paul was directed to pen this first epistle to them.

<opentext> How often is it, that when you receive a letter from someone, there are so many other questions that you would like to have answered?

<diligently> this has happened.  <chosen> yes sometimes

<opentext> Just as with the letter that was sent to Paul, to address the problems that had arose there in Corinth, (as there is no copy of this letter available), 

<opentext> we can only know that it addressed some of the things that Paul answered in the epistle.

<opentext> And, the three that brought the letter to Paul, would be able to give him a much more in depth picture of what was going on, as well as the motivations of those that wrote the letter.

<opentext> How often is it, that people will have ulterior motives in that which they ask or pursue?

<chosen> quite often they do  <diligently> when in the flesh,,, often

<helpmate> most question if it will benefit them

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:18For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: therefore acknowledge ye them that are such. (KJV)

<opentext> By Paul hearing of all that was going on (by the letter, and the first hand accounts by the three), it refreshed him, as it enabled him to hear Father's wisdom on how to respond, and thus give good counsel to those that were seeking a deeper relationship with Father through Jesus Christ.

<opentext> faith; the ability to hear the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ, and allowing it to become an actual way of life!

<opentext> Now we know, that not all that hear the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ, are going to hear and obey it. However, it will prosper with those that are seeking the truth


<opentext> Rom 10:16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?  (KJV)

<opentext> I Jn 2:19They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.  (KJV)

<opentext> So not all want to hear the message of peace that Father has for His children.

<opentext> The Word can only be refreshing to us, if one is willing to receive that Word, and then become obedient to it.

<opentext> Isa 28:12To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. 13But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.  (KJV)

<opentext> Acts 3:19Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;  (KJV)

<opentext> It is as one hears Father's counsel, and allows it into their life, that it is able to refresh with the heavenly manna and the living waters, which will feed and nourish our inner man.

<opentext> How many at Corinth do you think were joyful to hear Paul's reply to their questions?

<diligently> not many  <at-peace> most likely few  <chosen> not many 

 <helpmate> only a remnant  <keke> probably few

<opentext> Today, how many do you see that truly want to do all that Father asks of them?

<helpmate> not many  <chosen> not very many  <at-peace> few

<keke> not many  <diligently> not many at all

<opentext> What we often forget, is that the Lord rejoices over one sinner that comes home. And for us, this should also cause a refreshing within our inner man.

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:19The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.  (KJV)

<opentext> How often are we refreshed from the reports and greetings from the brethren in other places?

<helpmate> always <diligently> most often <chosen> always  <at-peace> always

<opentext> Also, note that with Priscilla and Aquila, that it was the church that was in their house.

<opentext> Col 4:15Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is in his house. (KJV)

<opentext> Phile 1:2And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house:  (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:20All the brethren greet you. Greet ye one another with an holy kiss.  (KJV)

<opentext> How often does the greetings in the Lord from one of the brethren, cause you spirit to be lifted, and encouraged in the Lord?

<diligently> most often  <at-peace> always does <chosen> always <diligently> yes 

<helpmate> yes, always

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:21The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand. 22If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema  Maranatha. 23The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 24My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.  (KJV)

<opentext> And so we close this letter to the Corinthians.
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