Bible Study Monday August 13, 2001

<at-peace> Father, we thank you for this day and for all that you have in store for us in your Word that would enable us to continue in your grace, and keep and sustain us through out this day, as we seek to go about your work and business you ask of us to your praise and glory in Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:15I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,) 16That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth.  (KJV)

<opentext> definition for  "they have addicted"......5021  tasso- to put in order, to station 

a) to place in a certain order, to arrange, to assign a place, to appoint; to assign (appoint) a thing to one 

b) to appoint, to ordain, to order 

1) to appoint on one's own responsibility or authority 

2) to appoint mutually, that is, to agree upon

<opentext> How often is it, that we tell God what we would like to do for Him, rather then seeking Him on how He could best use us?

<chosen> used to do that....but then i was doing it all in my own strength, and it never works

<judy> yes, have done that ,in the past

<helpmate> His thoughts are not our thoughts

<opentext> How often is it, that one also puts their own agenda, ahead of the will of God?

<opentext> Seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness....this is what should be our chief aim.

<judy> am sure i have done that, have ran ahead of Father many times in the past.

<opentext> I Jn 3:16Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  (KJV)

<opentext> Paul also said, that the more that he loved them, the less he was loved. Or, that which he spoke to the Galatians, that because he told them the truth, he became their enemy.

<opentext> We are not to look at the external circumstances, but rather hearing that which Father asks of us, and then doing it to the best of our ability.

<opentext> In the world, we see many fads start, but how long do they last?

<helpmate> only a short time

<chosen> not long

<judy> not long.

<opentext> And when that fad is gone, what do they do then?

<judy> start another

<greg> look for a new one

<helpmate> find another one....bounce to and fro

<opentext> Prov 12:19The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue is but for a moment. (KJV)

<opentext> Whatever is not of faith, is sin.

<opentext> Without faith in His Word, it is impossible to please Him.

<opentext> Fads are of the world, they are fleeting, they are here but for a short while. 

<opentext> God's Word and His family  is what should be of our main concern or aim.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that we neglect His Word, and become wrapped up in the concerns of this life here?

<judy> when one takes there eyes off Father, start leaning to there own understanding.

<opentext> If Jesus Christ would have been more concerned about His own life, where would we be at today?

<at-peace> dead

<judy> fast road to hell

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:15I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,) (KJV)

<opentext> So we can see how some of the early Christians set themselves aside for the work of God, no matter what it was that He asked of them.

<opentext> And they set themselves to this work with a great fervor and zeal. What an example for us to follow after.

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:16That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth.  (KJV)

<opentext> The importance of seeking God for His will in your life.

<opentext> We often forget, that Paul penned some of his most in depth epistles while in prison. Yet, how may would be willing to go to prison to hear God a bit more clearly?

<judy> flesh would not  want too at all. thankful He is not asking that of me.

<helpmate> that would not be my first choice

<opentext> Also, one cannot be looking at what everyone else is doing. Rather, they have to hear that which Father asks of them and then being content in that which He asks of you. It is easy for the flesh to look at what others are doing, and think they are being used more, or that they are more important than us.

<opentext> After all, it is one body, and as such, then all parts of that body are essential for the proper working of it.

<opentext> How far could you get in a car, where the engine runs fine, but it had no tires?

<judy> no place

<helpmate> you could drive on the rims, but it would ruin them and one would not get far

<opentext> Yet, when one goes out shopping for a car, how often are the tires a thing that one bases their decision to purchase that vehicle on?

<judy> should be just as important as any other part.

<at-peace> usually the last thing that gets looked at, if at all

<helpmate> if it is a new car....they are not even given a thought.....maybe if it is a used car

<opentext> Isn't this also the way that people look at the body of Christ? They have established in their own mind, the jobs or tasks that they thing are of most value or importance. Yet, aren't all parts of the body of Christ of equal importance?

<helpmate> yes they are

<at-peace> yes, God is not a respecter of any man's person

<judy> yes

<chosen> yes

<matti> yes

<opentext> So it is a matter of taking the responsibility of that which Father asks of us, and then applying ourselves to it, with all of our being. Not giving any thought to what others are doing, but with our whole heart, seeking to please Father.

<opentext> This is the way the body of Christ is effectively ministered to. Everyone is seen as through God's eyes, therefore every task is of great importance.

<opentext> If you will recall, even the disciples argued a bit, who would be of more importance, and for that they were rebuked.

<opentext> In the Corinthian church, they had set divisions in and amongst themselves. Envy does not help mold the body of Christ together.

<opentext> They had divided themselves by who had the most material possessions. Once this happened, strife set in. 

<opentext> Thus why Paul told them that without God's love being the priority, they would not, they could not be affective as His ambassadors.

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:16That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth.  (KJV)

<opentext> Thus why Paul says, that they should work together with all that were of the same mind, that is the mind of Christ.

<opentext> If you had a box of valuables, and it weighed 300 pounds, how many of you could move it by yourselves?

<opentext> (150kg)

<judy> not me

<helpmate> me either

<at-peace> could not

<chosen> not me

<opentext> What if you had 6 of your brothers and sisters to help?

<judy> PYF  :-)

<chosen> would make it much easier to carry

<at-peace> yes, it would make it easier

<helpmate> that would help.....WE could do it

<opentext> Thus, we see the value and importance of the body of Christ working and growing together. Will you be a part of His team this day?

<helpmate> yes

<chosen> yes

<at-peace> yes

<judy> yes, with joy and thankful

<matti> yes
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