Bible Study Thursday August 9, 2001

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time, that we can gather at your feet, and hear your wisdom and counsel for all that pertains to life in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:13Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.  (KJV)

<opentext> Def for watch....1127  gregoreuo- 1) to watch   2) metaphorically, to give strict attention to, to be cautious, 

<opentext> to take heed lest through remission and indolence some destructive calamity suddenly overtake one

<opentext> Matt 24:42Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 43But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.  (KJV)

<opentext> It is quite easy to get caught up in listening to or watching other things.

<opentext> Faith is by hearing the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ; and then allowing that which we heard from God, to become a way of life.

<opentext> If we think back over the proceeding chapters of this epistle to the Corinthians, does it sound like most of them were very attentive to that which they heard?

<chosen> no

<diligently> no they were not.

<at-peace> no

<opentext> Matt 26:40And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 41Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.  (KJV)

<opentext> One has to be mindful, to keep their mind renewed with the Word of God. Being awake unto righteousness.

<opentext> Col 4:2Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; 3Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:  (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it, that people think they only have to pray at certain times of day?

<helpmate> yes, have heard people say that a lot

<chosen> a lot think that

<diligently> many think this way...they are going by what they have heard man say they are to do, not God.

<opentext> Yet, Paul tells us to "continue" in prayer, and to be always thankful.

<opentext> 1Thes 5: 6Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.  (KJV)

<opentext> Even the ten virgins drifted off to sleep. One must be vigilant at all times, not just when it "seems" convenient.

<opentext> 1 Pet 5:8Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:  (KJV)

<opentext> vigilant in this verse, means the same as watch.

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:13Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. (KJV)

<opentext> def, for stand fast.....4739  steko-1) to stand firm  2) to persevere, to persist   3) to keep one's standing

<opentext> Gal 5:1Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. (KJV)

<opentext> To stand firm in the "faith". To maintain one's right standing with God.

<opentext> 1Thes 3:8For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.  (KJV)

<opentext> Continuing in the faith, grounded and settled; not moved away from the hope of the gospel message of Christ Jesus.

<opentext> To be mature in that which Father has opened to you. Not being as children in understanding.

<opentext> For one must come to Him as a child, because often times, we have much misinformation of what we thought about God and salvation.

<opentext> And then as we learn from Him, then we are to mature, or grow up into Him in all things.

<opentext> Many want or expect to be mature Christians a week after they are born again. Yet, as we have all experienced, it is a growing process. One seldom realizes all of the bad habits and misinformation they have accumulated over the years.

<opentext> Thus why we have to recognize where our strength comes from. It is by and through Christ, that one is able to accomplish all that Father asks of them.

<opentext> How often have you ever tried to do it on your own, to show God how good you thought you were doing?

<chosen> a few times

<diligently> when i have done that, i must of been so in my flesh that i did not know i was doing it.

<opentext> Col 1:27To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 28Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:  (KJV)

<opentext> Allowing the Word to bring about the changes.

<opentext> Being strong in the Lord, and in His power and might. 

<opentext> 1 Pet 5:10But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.  (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:14Let all your things be done with charity.  (KJV)

<opentext> Let all things be done with love. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son. Thus why are to present ourselves to God, a living sacrifice. Alive by and through the Spirit of Christ.

<opentext> We often forget, that the more Jesus Christ expounded the truth to the people, the more they wanted to silence Him. Yet, He continued in Father's love, and told them the truth.

<opentext> To be a partaker of His divine nature, we then too have to learn to live and operate in this love.

<opentext> What was the peoples response to Paul for his telling them the truth?

<diligently> they did not want to hear him...rebellion

<chosen> he sure wasn’t very popular amongst them

<helpmate> 2 Cor 12:15And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.  (KJV)

<at-peace> yes, as helen shared

<opentext> So the question we have to ask ourselves each day, is are we operating in His Love? Are we presenting the truth of His Word?

<opentext> It is the truth that sets us free, and keeps us free, as we continue in His truth. Today, will you stay strong in His Word?

<diligently> yes

<chosen> yes

<at-peace> yes

<d-g> indeed

<matti> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<chosen> o/

<opentext> yes steph

<chosen> verses to share...

<opentext> ok

<chosen> Col 1:10That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; 12Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: (KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments?
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