Bible Study Wednesday July 25, 2001

<greg> heavenly Father we are ever so grateful to before your throne of grace this day to find the guidance and help that is needed through your word to serve you this day in those things that are pleasing in your sight, through our Lord and savior Jesus Christ

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:47The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. 48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. 49And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.  (KJV)

<opentext> As we have been seeing in this section, Paul is talking about the new birth that is in Christ. Also, that we must also learn to see the completion of this.

<opentext> Col 3:1If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. (KJV)

<opentext> That new creation by and through Christ. Old things are past away. Father's forgiveness and forgetfulness. (Isa 43:25, Isa 44:22, Phil 3:13).

<opentext> All things do become new. A new beginning, a new life in Christ. Yet, the old nature will still try to get one to look away from their new life in Christ.

opentext> Thus why Paul says, "IF" you be risen with Christ. Are you putting forth the effort each day to maintain your right standing with God by and through Christ Jesus.

opentext> We are to set our affections on things above, that is seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, this is what should be our chief aim this day.

<opentext> Jesus Christ always did those things that pleased Father; this is the example that we too should follow. This is what should be the priority in one’s life.

<opentext> Eph 2:5Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: (KJV)

<opentext> The world always talks about maintaining it's status quo. For us Christian's, it is a matter of maintaining our right standing with God by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one remember to keep their affections set on things above?

<diligently> this is a part, Father is starting to bring lots of questions to my heart.

<helpmate> the more one is in the world, the harder it is to remember...another reason to come out from among them and be ye separate

<chosen> only as we keep our mind renewed with the Word

<^keke^> we should keep in our minds always...by renewing our minds every morning and along the day

<opentext> We sometimes forget, that the Word tells us that Jesus Christ rose victoriously, and as Paul shows us here in Ephesians, that He is seated at the right hand of Father. Now, if we stay seated in Him, will one get caught up in the envy, strife or division that is taking place down here?

<at-peace> no    <^keke^> we won't    <chosen> no    <diligently> no, not at all

<opentext> So as keke said, it is a matter of one keeping their mind renewed in His Word. Thinking on those things that are pleasing to Father.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:49And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. (KJV)

<opentext> So, just as before Christ, we tried to be proficient in the world and it's ways; so now as Christians, we are to become proficient in the ways of God. To allow the image of the heavenly, Christ in you, to be that light that shines forth.

<opentext> He has delivered us from the power of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son. It is by and through Christ that we have redemption, even the forgiveness of sins.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:50Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 51Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, (KJV)

<opentext> Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God. One must remember, that God is a Spirit, and those that fellowship or communion with Him, must do so in Spirit and in truth. 

<opentext> As Paul also told us, that to be absent from the body, is to be present with the Lord.

<opentext> So we all long for the day, that we can leave this world, and enter the kingdom that Father has prepared for those that love Him.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it, that people try to hang on to this world with one hand, and God with the other?

<helpmate> that is how the world does it

<diligently>the old natures dies daily...the more that dies...the less i want to hang onto.

<^keke^> the love of the world causes us to do that...but if we hold fast...we are not looking into world

<^keke^> we are focused in Christ

<opentext> James 1:5If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 8A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. (KJV)

<opentext> If one ignores that wisdom that is from above (Christ, the power and wisdom of God), doesn't it cause them to begin to doubt and waver?

<helpmate> yes    <chosen> yes   <^keke^> yes   <diligently> yes

<greg> they have a tendency to halt between two opinions

<opentext> So then. if they begin to doubt and waver, how clear is their vision or sight?

<diligently> they are blind ,can not see...a house divided will fall.

<chosen> its not clear at all, looking thru the veil of the flesh

<greg> they be headed for the ditch

<opentext> James 3:17But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.18And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. (KJV)

<opentext> So then, to bear the image of the heavenly, one has to keep their mind renewed by and through the wisdom that is from above. They must keep their affections seated there in Christ.

<opentext> One must believe and maintain that confidence in that work that God ahs started within them, and continue in His Word on a moment by moment basis that it can be brought to completion.

<opentext> Does one always have patience as God is working with us?

<helpmate> no  <^keke^> have to admit no  <chosen> no  <at-peace> no  <diligently> no

<diligently>can be so very hard on the flesh if we choose it to be.

<opentext> Does one always think that they are complete in Him?

<diligently> no.    at-peace> no, not always

<^keke^> if we are based our salvation for Christ's righteousness in us...yes...but that is not always the case

<diligently> it is my flesh that gets them thoughts.

<opentext> The key is, in learning to allow Father to work with us this day. Often times one wants to do what everyone else is doing, and thus miss Father's instructions for them for the day.

<opentext> Col 2:9For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.10And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: (KJV)

<opentext> So it is a matter of one having the confidence in the work that God has begun within them, hearing and obeying His message of faith, and continuing in them this day to the best of our ability, that the image of Christ may be that light that shines through us this day.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<diligently> o/  <opentext> yes judy            <diligently> Father brought this verse to my heart

<diligently> Joh 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 

<opentext> yes, and as Paul said, dying daily to those wants and desires of the flesh.

<at-peace> o/            <helpmate> yes charlene...

<opentext> Gal 5:16 This then is what I mean. Let your lives be guided by the Spirit, and then you will certainly not indulge the cravings of your lower natures. (Weymouth)

<at-peace> with the following reference in study, i heard the verses in Rom8:18-23

<at-peace> <opentext> So we all long for the day, that we can leave this world, and enter the kingdom that Father has prepared for those that love Him.

Rom 8:18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, 21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. (KJV)

<^keke^> o/         <opentext> yes keke

<^keke^>  dying daily to those wants and desires of the flesh....have you any specific verse for

<opentext> Gal 5:16 from Weymouth there is very good. Let me find a few others for you

<opentext> Gal 5:17 For the cravings of the lower nature are opposed to those of the Spirit, and the cravings of the Spirit are opposed to those of the lower nature; because these are antagonistic to each other, so that you cannot do everything to which you are inclined.(Weymouth)

<greg> Luke 9:23And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. (KJV)

<^keke^> thanks :-)

<opentext> 2 Corinthians 7:1 Having therefore these promises, beloved friends, let us purify ourselves from all defilement of body and of spirit, and secure perfect holiness through the fear of God. (Weymouth)

<^keke^> o/      <opentext> yes keke

<^keke^> i was looking also verses pertaining this thing.....and find one which i cannot understand...and finnish translation is quite different

<^keke^> FIN 1 Corinthians 15:31 Joka päivä minä olen kuoleman kidassa, niin totta kuin te, veljet, olette minun kerskaukseni Kristuksessa Jeesuksessa, meidän Herrassamme.

<^keke^> KJV 1 Corinthians 15:31 I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.

<^keke^> i protest ?

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 15:31 [I protest ...] "I protest" is not expressed, but merely implied, in the particle of adjuration, [nee]  (grk 3513) "by." The order of the Greek is noteworthy. "I die daily, by your rejoicing," etc. (from Vincent's Word Studies of the New Testament)

<^keke^> i die daily does it mean here as what you taught just a moment ago

<opentext> more from the aspect of the fact that Paul laid his life on the line that they might hear the truth

<^keke^> you mean danger his life for the gospel of Jesus Christ ?

<opentext> and to lay one's life on the line daily for the sake of the gospel, they must put aside all concerns of this world

<opentext> yes

<^keke^> thank you very much dear brother now i can see…finnish translation is ok then

<^keke^> but had difficulty understanding English here

<opentext> not a problem brother, that is why we work together

<at-peace> o/     <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> John 10:15As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. (KJV)

<opentext> I Jn 3:1616Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  (KJV)
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