Bible Study Tuesday July 24, 2001

<his> Father, thank You for this day and the time and means to come before you through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour to learn more of You. Thank You that You have already prepared that which You know each person who partakes of this bible study has need of, and that You will guide us in how to apply these things to our lives.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:43It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power:44It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 45And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. (KJV)

<opentext> I find it interesting, that if one takes the time to hear this area that Paul is talking about, one can see that he is talking about the new birth.

<opentext> Now, Paul did not have the gospel of John to read at this time, so he had to hear that which the Spirit of God was saying to him.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:46Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. (KJV)

<opentext> John 3:3, Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

<opentext> Now, if we will remember, that Nicodemus being a leader or teacher of Israel, came to see Jesus Christ by might, and was inquiring what was necessary for a person to inherit or be a part of God's kingdom.

<opentext> I want us to look at a few of the commentaries concerning John 3:3-8.

<opentext> [Jesus answered] Not in the language of compliment:-- he saw the state of Nicodemus' soul, and he immediately addressed himself to him on a subject the most interesting and important. But what connection is there between our Lord's reply, and the address of Nicodemus? Probably our Lord saw that the object of his visit was to inquire about the Messiah's kingdom; and in reference to this he immediately says, Except a man be born again, etc. The repetition of amen, or verily, verily, among the Jewish writers, was considered of equal import with the most solemn oath. Every man must have two births, one from heaven, the other from earth-- one of his body, the other of his soul: without the first he cannot see nor enjoy this world, without the last he can not see nor enjoy the kingdom of God. As there is an absolute necessity that a child should be born into the world, that he may see its light, contemplate its glories, and enjoy its good, so there is an absolute necessity that the soul should be brought out of its state of darkness and sin, through the light and power of the grace of Christ, that it may be able to see, idein  (grk 1492), or, to discern, the glories and excellencies of the kingdom of Christ here, and be prepared for the enjoyment of the kingdom of glory hereafter.  (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Becoming that new creation in Christ. Allowing old things to pass away, and all things to become new in Him.

<opentext> Christ here acquaints Nicodemus, and in him all persons, That there must be a change from nature to grace, before there can be a change from grace to glory; for though he was a Jew, a doctor, and one that had good thoughts of Christ, looking upon him as an extraordinary person, one that had received power from God to work miracles; yet Christ assures him, that nothing short of the regenerating change would bring him to heaven. Two things are observable in this question of Nicodemus, How can a man be born when he is old? 

1. His ignorance and weakness in propounding of such a question. So true is that of the apostle, The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God 1Co 2:14 What a gross conception had this learned man of the notion of regeneration! How ignorant is nature of the workings of grace! Men of name and note, of great parts and profound learning, are very often much at a loss in spiritual matters. 

Yet, 2. In this question of his, there is discovered a great deal of plainness and simplicity: he did not come, as usually the Pharisees did, with an ensnaring question in his mouth; but with a mind fairly disposed for information and conviction; with a pious desire to be instructed. Whatever ignorance we labour under, it is safest and best to discover it to our spiritual guide, that we may attain the mercy of a saving knowledge; but how many had rather carry their ignorance to hell with them, than discover it to their minister! (Burkitt)

<opentext> How often is it, that when there is something we question with in the Word, the tendency is for us to see what others "think", before we go to God?

<diligently> not as often as in the past……sometimes Father asks that we ask someone else also.

<^keke^> not anymore....

<his> when we have not recognized, or remembered, that He is our source for all things...that we should ask Him first

<opentext> John 3:4Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 5Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Can a man enter the second time into his mother's womb and be born? Our Lord here intimates that, were even this possible, it would not answer the end; for the plant will ever be of the nature of the seed that produces it-- like will beget its like. The kingdom of God is spiritual and holy; and that which is born of the Spirit resembles the Spirit; for as he is who begat, so is he who is begotten of him. Therefore, the spiritual regeneration is essentially necessary, to prepare the soul for a holy and spiritual kingdom. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that one will neglect the spirit being, and pay more attention to the needs of the physical?

<chosen> when we allow our flesh to lead us, rather than the Spirit

<diligently> not as often as in the past…Father does bring this to my attention when i  have.

<^keke^> when focusing in Christ, no problem

<opentext> Seeking "first", the kingdom of God, and His righteousness. This is what must be one's chief aim at every moment of every day. Just as Jesus Christ always did those things that pleased Father, this is the example that we should follow.

<opentext> If we will recall, that when Paul started expounding on this section, he started off by warning them what evil communications can do to a person, when they give ear to it. So we have the choice to listen to faith or fear, life or death, good or evil.

<opentext> [How can these things be?] Our Lord had very plainly told him how these things could be and illustrated the new birth by one of the most proper similes that could be chosen; but so intent was this great man on making everything submit to the testimony of his senses that he appears unwilling to believe anything, unless he can comprehend it. This is the case with many-- they profess to believe because they comprehend; but they are impostors who speak thus: there is not a man in the universe that can fully comprehend one operation, either of God or his instrument nature; and yet they must believe, and do believe, though they never did nor ever can fully comprehend, or account for, the objects of their faith. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Many follow the crowd, and agree with whatever they hear. Yet, the Word tells us clearly, that we are to walk by faith, (the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ), and not by the things or people that surround us.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:47The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. 48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. 49And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. (KJV)

<opentext> So we have to question ourselves, of which image we are trying to portray, that of the physical, or that of the spiritual.

<opentext> Those that are in the flesh, cannot please God. Without faith, without that message delivered by the Word of God, Christ, being alive and real in our life, it is impossible to please Him. Not because i say so, but this is what the Word of God clearly tells us.

<opentext> Those that worship, fellowship, communion with Father, must do so in Spirit and in truth. Whosoever does not have the Spirit of Christ, is none of His.

<opentext> His Word is truth! Thus why we are to study for God's approval, rightly dividing the Word of truth, so that one will never have reason to be ashamed when they stand before Him.

<opentext> Today, will you receive all that Father has for you through His Son?

<chosen> yes<at-peace> yes<his> yes   <helpmate> yes   <diligently> yes   <^keke^> absolutely yes !

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<^keke^> o/  <helpmate> yes keke

<^keke^> when you put verses 1 Co 15:47-49…Finnish version has left one word away

<^keke^> KJV 1 Corinthians 15:47 The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. 48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. 49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.

 <^keke^> verse 47 word Lord has left away….the way KJV says it is much clearer

<opentext> yes, even among the commentators, they can not agree whether it should be there or not.

<opentext> about half of the old manuscripts have it, and about half do not.

<^keke^> thanks for information :-)

<his> o/

<opentext> either way, we can see clearly that without the Lord, there can be no heavenly image to be born. As well as that Jesus Christ was sent (John 17:1-3) so the key is to hear what the Spirit is speaking to the heart as one is reading.

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> as we have been going over these verses yesterday and today have heard one verse several times:

<his> Col 2:10  And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: (KJV)

<opentext> yes, recognizing our source for all, it is by and through Christ, that we are enabled or strengthened, to be able to do that which Father asks of us.

<^keke^> o/     <opentext> yes keke

<^keke^> wanted add that old finnish Biblia uses 1Co 15;47 LORD :-)

<opentext> :-)      <opentext> any other questions or comments?
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