Bible Study Wednesday July 18, 2001

<at-peace> Father, we praise and thank you for another day to serve you and go about your business as you ask of us, we thank you for that which you have prepared for us that will keep and sustain us this day, that we may continue to walk worthy unto the Lord, in all pleasing to your praise and glory that one more may see.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:35But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come? 36Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die: 37And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain: (KJV)

<opentext> The outer shell of a seed has to die and decompose, that the core of the seed may bring forth life.

<opentext> When a person accepts the Word of God (seed) into their life (heart), it is then that the flesh must decrease (die daily) that the Spirit of God may live and grow within us.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:38But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body. 39All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds. 40There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. (KJV)

<opentext> And, as we can see quite plainly, that God gave each seed its own characteristics. 

<opentext> One does not plant a corn seed and hope to get a watermelon, do they?

<helpmate> no  <his> no  <at-peace> no <chosen> no  <diligently> no

<opentext> Gal 6:7Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 8For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  (KJV)

<opentext> Now, if you will recall yesterday's study, in leading into this section, Paul brought up what evil communications (bad seed) will bring about in a person.

<opentext> If we put words other than God's into our life, it will bring about corruption. Not because i say so, but this is what the Word of God clearly shows us.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that we allow the things of this world, to be of greater influence on us, then His Word?

<diligently> not often, as in the past

<his> whenever we have not fed our spirit adequately and not kept our mind renewed in the Word

<chosen> when we forget that greater is He within us, than he in the world

<opentext> What happens if we plant a seed, but then never water it. Do you really think it will produce fruit?

<diligently> no, it will die  <at-peace> no  <chosen> no  <his> no

<opentext> What happens if we plant a seed where everyone is walking?

<helpmate> the ground will be too hard for it to grow

<his> it will get trampled on and not grow

<chosen> it will get trodden on

<opentext> so it will get beat down and trampled on by the things of this world, providing it did not get eaten before it got covered by the earth.

<opentext> What about if you plant a seed in the middle of weeds, will it produce the way it should?

<chosen> no it will get choked out  <his> no

<at-peace> no, the weeds would choke it out  <diligently> no

<opentext> it will keep being robbed of its nourishment by the weeds...two dry logs will devour the green log?

<his> yes  <at-peace> yes  <diligently> yes

<opentext> what about if we place the seed in the midst of a pile of rocks, will it ever produce?

<chosen> no   <his> no

<diligently> might for a bit...but then when hard rain comes will fall over.

<opentext> Mark 4:14The sower soweth the word. 15And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 16And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. 18And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 19And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.  (KJV)

<opentext> So we can see in this section, that Paul is giving us an illustration of what it takes to produce good seed according to God's plan and purpose.

<opentext> The seed has to be planted in good ground. It must be properly maintained and fed with that which is good, so that it will not be corrupted or polluted.

<opentext> And, since each seed is after it's own kind, are we content with who God has made us?

<diligently> yes  <his> am learning to be  <diligently> in past never was

<opentext> Will we allow God to use us for His purpose?

<diligently> yes...with a joyful heart.  <at-peace> yes  <his> yes  <chosen> yes

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory. 42So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: 43It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: 44It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. (KJV)

<opentext> If, we continue in His Word, then are we His disciples (good seed), then by continuing in the truth, it will bring about the fruit that God intended for us.

<opentext> Learning to die to the wants, cravings, desires of the flesh, and allowing His Spirit to be the guide in our life. Walking in His Spirit, so we will not want the cravings of the lower or corrupt nature, the flesh.

<opentext> How often is it we first try it our way, mess things up, and then return to God and ask Him what went wrong?

<chosen> still sometimes do that

<his> when i have not sought His instructions first

<diligently> past all the time...now faith today ..not as often.

<diligently> seems Fathers ways always work best.

<opentext> If, "you" then be risen with Christ, seek those things that are above. Seeking first the kingdom of God and His Christ, this should be our chief aim.

<opentext> The flesh always wants us to revert to our "old ways" This is the battle that takes place within us. It is only by His Word, that one is able to set aside the flesh and it's way of doing things. It is the truth that sets us free from these cravings, and it is continuing in this truth that maintains that liberty in Christ.

<opentext> We all have that opportunity to be resurrected from the dead. We came into this world with dishonor in God's eyes, but by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ in our behalf, we can be raised in incorruption. What were weaknesses, are now able to be overcome by the power of God within us.

<opentext> Allowing that seed of God within us to grow, to be nurtured, to mature, so that one day soon we will join Jesus Christ in that spiritual kingdom that He has prepared for those that trust Him.

<opentext> It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.

<opentext> Eph 2:6And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:  (KJV)

<opentext> any questions from today's study?

<helpmate> o/    <opentext> yes helen

<helpmate> heard this verse about seeds after it own kind

<helpmate> Gen 1:26And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: (KJV)

<opentext> Allowing His seed, to be that which is dominant, and producing in our lives.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<his> o/   <opentext> yes graeme

<his> discussion about not sowing to flesh brought to mind:

<his> Matt 6:19Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  (KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<at-peace> o/   <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> in reference to the outer shell dying away that the core of the seed may bring forth life...

<at-peace> John 3:30He must increase, but I must decrease.  (KJV)

<opentext> the flesh must die, that the Spirit may be in control
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