Bible Study Tuesday July 17,2001

<chosen> Father we thank you through Christ Jesus for this time of fellowship in your Word, and for knowing and providing that which we each have need of at this time.... we thank you for those words that come from you, to set us free, and which enable us to be a vessel unto honour this day. We give you thanks and praise for this in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:33, Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. (KJV)

<opentext> There is no difficulty in this saying; he who frequents the company of bad or corrupt men will soon be as they are. He may be sound in the faith, and have the life and power of godliness, and at first frequent their company only for the sake of their pleasing conversation, or their literary accomplishments: and he may think his faith proof against their infidelity; but he will soon find, by means of their glozing speeches, his faith weakened; and when once he gets under the empire of doubt, unbelief will soon prevail; his bad company will corrupt his morals; and the two dry logs will soon burn up the green one. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> One often forgets, that it is by faith we are saved through the grace of God:

<opentext> faith; the ability to hear the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ, and allowing it to become an actual way of life!

<opentext> And, since whatever is not of faith, is sin; therefore, anything that is not proclaiming the kingdom of God by and through Jesus Christ would be communications that would be detrimental to our spiritual well being.

<opentext> Phile 1:6That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> Know this: Thou must not keep company with the wicked, but converse always with good men. With such eat, drink, and associate. Please those who have the greatest virtue. From good men thou mayest learn good things; but if thou keep company with the wicked, thou wilt lose even the intelligence which thou now possessest. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> One often forgets, that it is by our words we will be justified, or by our words we will be condemned. Our life is patterned after that which we hear and see. 

<opentext> Note, Bad company and conversation are likely to make bad men. Those who would keep their innocence must keep good company. Error and vice are infectious: and, if we would avoid the contagion, we must keep clear of those who have taken it. He that walketh with wise men shall be wise; but a companion of fools shall be destroyed, <Prov. 13:20>. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> Just as one would not jeopardize themselves by going around those that would have a deadly disease, one should do the same with that which would harm our spirit being. Yet, often we are more concerned for our physical, and ignore the spiritual.

<opentext> Rouse yourselves, break off your sins by repentance: renounce and forsake every evil way, correct whatever is amiss, and do not, by sloth and stupidity, be led away into such conversation and principles as will sap your Christian hopes, and corrupt your practice." (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> I like the way Henry says to forsake every evil way. Give no place to the devil. Give no place for sin to start.

<opentext> By the secret, silent influence of their words, and conversation, and example. We have less horror at vice by becoming familiar with it; we look with less alarm on error when we hear it often expressed; we become less watchful and cautious when we are constantly with the gay, the worldly, the unprincipled, and the vicious. Hence Christ sought that there should be a pure society, and that his people should principally seek the friendship, and conversation of each other, and withdraw from the world. (Barnes)

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:34Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame. (KJV)

<opentext> Awaken! Do not be lulled to sleep. Remember Matt 25, and the 10 virgins, they all fell asleep, but five were foolish and continued in their lazy ways.

<opentext> How easy is it to be lulled to sleep, if we are not diligent in our faith?

<his> very easy   <diligently> very easy, that is the devils plan    <chosen> very easy  <at-peace> easy

<opentext> [Some have not the knowledge of God] The original is very emphatic: some have an ignorance of God; they do not acknowledge God. They have what is their bane; and they have not what would be their happiness and glory. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

opentext> bane= obsolete, or emptiness

<opentext> To have an ignorance of God-- a sort of substantial darkness, that prevents the light of God from penetrating the soul, is a worse state than to be simply in the dark, or without the divine knowledge. The apostle probably speaks of those who were once enlightened, had once good morals, but were corrupted by bad company.  It was to their shame or reproach that they had left the good way, and were now posting down to the chambers of death. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> The flesh wants to follow the crowd, that is wandering aimlessly down the broad path to destruction.

<opentext> It takes a discipline in the Word, to remain separate from the world, and faithful unto God.

<opentext> How easy is it to follow what other's are doing?

<opentext> How often in the past, did we base things on how many other people were doing it?

<diligently> it can be easy if one keeps there eyes on the world and not Father.

<chosen> easy if we are not focused totally on the Truth and pleasing Father

<at-peace> easy, if we don't hold fast keeping our hearts and minds renewed in the Word

<diligently> in the way past (years) i did what others were doing...that was the way it was to be done.

<opentext> What would have happened if Noah would have followed the example of what everyone else was doing, and ignored that which he heard from God?

<his> without staying in the word we will go astray    <diligently> we would not be here today.

<at-peace> he would have perished with the crowd    <his> he would have drowned with the rest

<opentext> Rom 10:2For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.3For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:5Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. (KJV)

<opentext> Do you think God will accept ignorance as an excuse?

<chosen> no    <diligently> no    <his> no

 <opentext> Matt 6:7But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. (KJV)

<opentext> Be not like them; in other words, do not follow the example the religious people set. As Paul said, to be followers of him, as he followed Christ.

<opentext> One cannot sleepwalk and follow the crowd and expect to inherit the reward of eternal life.

<opentext> One cannot plead ignorance, since Father has sent His Word to all of the world.

<opentext> It all comes down to the choices we have to make each moment of each day. Holding fast our profession of faith, without wavering. This can only happen as we take, and make the time to fellowship with Father in Spirit and in truth. (Jn 17:17 His Word is truth)

<opentext> It is the truth that will set one free, and keep them free, if they continue in it.

<opentext> To continue in the faith, grounded and settled on the sure foundation, and not be moved away from it by what others are saying or doing.

<opentext> Awake to righteousness.....come out of the stupor or the fog, and return to the Word of God. Follow the way that Jesus Christ set for us to follow, that was established by the truth of God's Word, it is this strait and narrow path that will lead one to eternal life.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/    <opentext> yes graeme   <his> first part of bible study brought to mind:

<his> Amos 3:3  Can two walk together, except they be agreed? Kjv

<opentext> yes, for often times people will think that they will hang around these people to win them to Christ. Yet, the Word is quite specific to tell us to come out from among them, to separate ourselves from them. We are to rid ourselves of the unclean thing. As the commentaries said today, consider anything other then the message of faith, as a deadly, contagious disease.

<at-peace> o/     <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> allowing His light and example to abide in us and win those to Christ not of works, lest any man should boast

<opentext> let them come to the light…….being the example of the believer

<chosen> o/     <opentext> yes steph

<chosen> II Th 3:6Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us 7For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; (KJV)

<chosen> following the example that Jesus Christ set, following the instructions of His Word

<opentext> Note how emphatic Paul is there...."we command you"

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<at-peace> 2 Pet 2:6And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; 7And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: 8(For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;) 9The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:  (KJV)

<at-peace> heard these verses also 

<his> just been looking for verses about how He upholds all things by His Word

<opentext> Ps 119:89For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.
 90 Thy faithfulness is unto all generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abideth. 91 They continue this day according to thine ordinances: for all are thy servants.
 (KJV)

<opentext> and then like wise, since we are created in Their image, and after Their likeness, as His world is formed by His Word, therefore, so is ours, and thus why one must have effectual communications of our faith

<his> yes....had let the cares of this world choke the word

<opentext> Heb 1:3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;
 (KJV)
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