Bible Study Monday 2 July, 2001

<his> Father, thank You for the blessings of this time and the means to come before You through Jesus Christ or Lord and Saviour to learn more of You. Thank You that You will continue the good work You have begun in each of us to enable us to continue to serve You.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:9So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into the air. 10There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification. 11Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me. (KJV)

<opentext> He compares the speaking in an unknown tongue to the gibberish of barbarians. There are, as he says (v. 10), many kinds of voices in the world, none of which is without its proper signification. This is true of the several languages spoken by different nations. (MH) 

<opentext> All of them have their proper signification. Without this they would be phonai aphonoi-- a voice, and no voice. For that is no language, nor can it answer the end of speaking, which has no meaning. (MH)

<opentext> But whatever proper signification the words of any language may have in themselves, and to those who understand them, they are perfect gibberish to men of another language, who understand them not. (MH)

<opentext> In this case, speaker and hearers are barbarians to each other (v. 11), they talk and hear only sounds without sense; for this is to be a barbarian. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> Many voices, many different languages in this world, but they either proclaim life or death. <Pro 18:21>

<opentext> What one also has to keep in mind, what language is it that Father speaks?

<his> love

<d-g> simple

<chosen> a spiritual one

<helpmate> spirit of the heart

<diligently> He speaks so i understand

<opentext> Father always speaks to our understanding, so we should then be the same. Always wanting to convey the truth, so that it can be plain to the hearer.

<at-peace> the words that I speak they are Spirit and they are Life

<opentext> The argument is, that as all the languages that are in the world, however numerous they are, are for utility, and as none are used for the sake of mere display, so it should be with those who had the power of speaking them in the Christian church. They should speak them only when and where they would be understood. (From Barnes notes)

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:12Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech:  (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:12Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual , seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church. (KJV)

<opentext> the word "gifts" is not in any of the major texts, thus why i removed it here

<opentext> We are to walk in the Spirit. By doing this, we will avoid the temptations of the flesh. 

<opentext> For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son. Once we receive this gift, and come to an understanding of what it all entails, then one will want to speak clearly, so as to show others what they too may have.

<opentext> Sharing the love of God which was shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. Presenting it in a manner which is easy to be understood, to those who are asking a reason of the hope within you.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:13Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret.

14For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul tells us plainly a little later in this chapter, that he spoke in tongues more than them all, yet, when with the brethren, he would rather speak 5 words that they could understand, then 10,000 words in an unknown tongue.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:15What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.  (KJV)

<opentext> But I rather suppose that their singing consisted in solemn, well measured recitative, than in the jingling and often foolish sounds which we use when a single monosyllable is sometimes shivered into a multitude of semiquavers! (AC)

<opentext> Here it may not be improper to remark that the spirit and the understanding are seldom united in our congregational singing. Those whose hearts are right with God have generally no skill in music, and those who are well skilled in music have seldom a devotional spirit, but are generally proud, self-willed, contentious, and arrogant. (AC) 

<opentext> Do not these persons entirely overrate themselves? Of all the liberal arts surely music is the least useful, however ornamental it may be. And should any thing be esteemed in the church of God but in proportion to its utility?  (AC) 

<opentext> A good singer, among the people of God, who has not the life of God in his soul, is vox et praeterea nihil, as Heliogabalus said of the nightingale's brains on which he desired to sup, he is nothing but a sound. (AC)

<opentext> Some of those persons, I mean they who sing with the understanding without the spirit, suppose themselves of great consequence in the church of Christ; and they find foolish superficial people whom they persuade to be of their own mind, and soon raise parties and contentions if they have not everything their own way; (AC)

<opentext> and that way is generally as absurd as it is unscriptural and contrary to the spirit and simplicity of the Gospel. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:16Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest?  (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it, that you will see a preacher talking, and as fast as he gets a phrase out, the people are yelling amen to it?

<helpmate>all the time on tv

<diligently> yes, have seen that

<chosen> used to see it often

<opentext> What if they are yelling amen to something that is contrary to the Word?

<his> have seen that on tv, several countries

<his> they are coming into agreement with a lie

<at-peace> they are putting themselves in agreement with what was said

<chosen> they put themselves in agreement with the lie, by saying amen to it

<helpmate> they have just come in agreement with whatever is contrary

<diligently> they don’t even  know or care.

<d-g> i don’t believe it matters to them, they are yelling amen for the preachers account and not the word

<opentext> When we gather together, we are to be coming together to grow in the unity of "the faith". Coming into agreement with God and His Word.

<opentext> Paul commend the Bereans for searching the scriptures, to make sure that that which he spoke was indeed in line with the Word.

<opentext> This is the way that we should be all of the time.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:17For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified.  (KJV)

<opentext> We are to let our light shine. Allowing the light of the glorious gospel of Christ to shine forth, that one more might see.

<opentext> If the light is hid under a basket, what good does it do?

<his> none

<chosen> none

<diligently> it is of no good

<helpmate> only if one is under a basket too

<at-peace> none

<opentext> What is it then when one speaks so that no one else understands; is this then not the same as hiding the light under a bushel?

<helpmate> yes

<diligently> yes, it would be the same.

<his> yes

<chosen> yes

<at-peace> it would be covering the light

<opentext> Often times, people try to impress people with their big words, and fair speeches.

<opentext> Rom 16:18For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. (KJV)

<opentext> Col 2:4And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. (KJV)

<opentext> One's faith is developed by hearing the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ; and then allowing this to become the lamp that will illuminate our every step.

<opentext> Where would you be today, of God always spoke to you, so that you were not able to understand what He was saying?

<his> lost

<diligently> on the path to hell

<chosen> on the broad path

<at-peace> yes, lost

<helpmate> would still be the old me....would not have changed any

<at-peace> without hope

<opentext> So, we need to follow the example that Jesus Christ set for us, as He only spoke the things He heard Father speak, and did only those things He saw Father do. 

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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