Bible Study Wednesday July 4, 2001

<at-peace> Father we come before you this day with praise and thanksgiving for this time of fellowship and all that you have in store for us this day, we ask that you would open up unto each of us that which you know we have need of to remain grounded and settled, holding fast our profession of faith without wavering regardless of any external circumstances, we thank you for your grace and mercy, and for all that you have for us this day with praise and thanksgiving in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:26How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.  (KJV)

<opentext> It seems more likely that, when the whole church came together, among whom there were many persons with extraordinary gifts, each of them wished to put himself forward, and occupy the time and attention of the congregation: hence, confusion must necessarily take place, and perhaps not a little contention. This was contrary to that edifying which was the intention of these gifts. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> One must remember back to the beginning of this Epistle, what some of the characteristics of this Church were. "1 Cor 3:3,  For so long as jealousy and strife continue among you, can it be denied that you are unspiritual and are living and acting like mere men of the world?" (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> The other thing that one often forgets, is that when one first begins their walk with the Lord, they are easily impressed by the physical manifestations. As such, they form groups or clichés, by whom they are able to associate more easily or readily with.

<opentext> As one matures, having their heart right with God becomes the primary concern. That is, presenting themselves to God, a living sacrifice, alive by the Spirit of His Word, which will produce life in ones life.

<opentext> It is no different than when those in the world, try to compare themselves with one another, by how much they have accumulated. One must remember, that if they are complete in Him, that they have received of His fulness, so now it is a matter of learning how to utilize that which we have been given.

<opentext> Each part of the body is vital, and has it's own function. Thus why the body ministers to all of it's members.

<opentext> So as Paul stated a few verses earlier, when among the brethren, it is much more advantageous to speak five words that will edify or build up the body of Christ, then ten thousand words in an unknown tongue, and no one receives anything.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:27If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by course; and let one interpret. 28But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God.  (KJV)

<opentext> It can also refer to someone reading a scripture. If no one is able to give God's answer for the verse, what good does it do?

<judy> no good at all

<h-d> it is like speaking in an unknown tongue

<at-peace> none

<chosen> none

<his> often causes confusion

<opentext> How often is it, then when someone else gives their understanding of a verse, that it opens it up more to you?

<judy> there are times

<h-d> most of the time....but not always

<chosen> only if it is by someone that is listening to Father

<his> if Father has asked them to share that understanding, it does

<h-d> exactly steph

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:29Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge.30If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.  (KJV)

<opentext> Thus why our sharing is so vital. Often times though, one thinks they do not have much of value to add.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:31For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted.  (KJV)

<opentext> If everyone tried to talk or share at once, who would be able to be edified?

<his> no one     <judy> no one would.      <chosen> no one

<opentext> [For ye may all prophesy one by one] The gifts which God grants are given for the purpose of edification; but there can be no edification where there is confusion; therefore let them speak one by one. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> The importance of learning to share. But, also keep in mind how carnal these people were acting, and thus why Paul had to establish the basics for keeping order in their fellowshipping.

<opentext> If you will recall a bit earlier in this epistle, they had the same sorts of problems even when they came together to eat.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:32And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 33For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.  (KJV)

<opentext> God is not the author of confusion. The words that He speaks to us are Spirit, and they are life. His Word leads us into green pastures by still waters, which gives us trust, peace and rest.

<opentext> How often have you heard people say "that verse confuses me"? What does that tell you?

<h-d> have heard that a lot

<judy> they are listening to the devil

<chosen> they are not listening to the truth

<his> if i catch myself saying that, then i realize i need to ask Father and listen to Him

<judy> any time we hear that said.

<opentext> Those that wait upon the Lord, will renew their strength. And, since it is through Christ who strengthens us, that we are able to do all things; it must mean that they have not waited on the Lord for His answer.

<opentext> This often happens when one gets in a hurry. They do not have the patience to wait to hear Father's wisdom.

<opentext> Isa 26:3Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. 4Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength: (KJV)

<opentext> How often has it been, that when you have got ahead of God, it has caused turmoil in your life?

<chosen> each time

<at-peace> every time

<judy> in past  every time i ran ahead of Father.

<his> there have been many times.. and the result is always turmoil

<opentext> All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and it is for the individuals advantage to be taught by it, so that one may hear the correction from Father on things that need tending to, so that one may hear the instructions on how to walk in righteousness, which brings about maturity in the believer.

<opentext> If one does not hear Father's correction, how can they grow?  And if they do not hear the correction, how will they be able to hear the instructions for growth?

<chosen> wont be able to

<h-d> one cannot grow if they cannot hear

<his> they can not...they will not

<at-peace> can't

<judy> they will not, why SO important to be slow to speak and quick to hear.

<opentext> The tempering of the message of faith that we have heard, will bring about patience in one's life. This gives us the ability as well as the wisdom to wait to hear all of that which Father has to say.

<opentext> Now, keep in mind that we saw that there was envy and strife within this Church.

<opentext> James 3:16For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. (KJV)

<opentext> So then, today, will you press towards the mark of the prize of the high calling in Christ Jesus?

<his> yes    <h-d> yes     <judy> yes      <at-peace> yes      <chosen> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> came to mind: Jn 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. Kjv

<opentext> Yes, one must remember who it is that is their source.

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> the importance of learning to share.....

<at-peace> Luke 6:38Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. (KJV)

<opentext> and, it is as one learns to share, that it builds up their confidence in their ability to hear Father.

<chosen> o/

<chosen><opentext> The tempering of the message of faith that we have heard,will bring about patience in one's life.

<chosen> was looking up the defn of tempering......tem·per (tmpr) v. tem·pered, tem·per·ing, tem·pers .... To strengthen through experience or hardship; toughen: soldiers who had been tempered by combat.

To adjust finely; attune: a portfolio that is tempered to the investor's needs. Music. To adjust (the pitch of an instrument) to a temperament.  (www.dictionary.com)

<chosen> its those tough times and the training that causes growth in us...... being finely tuned like an instrument

<opentext> in synchronization, or harmony with Jesus Christ

<opentext> two cannot walk together unless they be agreed

<chosen> like a set of weighing scales, being evenly balanced against His Word

<opentext> to temper metal, is to get rid of the impurities, to make the metal stronger

<chosen> yes was reading that too.....

<chosen> To bring to a desired consistency, texture, hardness, or other physical condition by or as if by blending, admixing, or kneading: temper clay; paints that had been tempered with oil.

<chosen> To harden or strengthen (metal or glass) by application of heat or by heating and cooling.

<chosen> thought of the potter and the clay

<opentext> evenly balanced with His Word, would be a better way of saying that

<chosen> ok

<opentext> yes, and remembering who it is that is the Potter

<chosen> yes
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