Bible Study July 3, 2001

<chosen> Father we come with thanks to you, for your love, for all that you do for us daily, and all that you have already done by and through your Word. As we hold fast our profession of faith this day we pray that we will be an example of the believer, in word and conversation. Thank you for knowing  and providing all that we need at this time. For these things we give you the glory and praise, in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:18I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: 19Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. (KJV)

<opentext> Five words with understanding, that is with great plainness of speech, that those that are listening, may obtain a clearer vision of what they have obtained, as well as who they are in Christ.

<opentext> Even in speaking the same language, one could speak so that as only a select few could understand what is being said.

<opentext> Example: if you would listen to a group of lawyers and judges talking, how many others would know what is being discussed?

<diligently> not me, for most of it.. and not for most  others.

<helpmate> not many

<chosen> not many would

<his> few

<at-peace> few, you would need to know the legal jargon to understand all of what they were saying

<opentext> Thus why the Lord tells us that we should come to Him as a child. And if He asks to come to us as a child, then He will speak to us to where our understanding is developed to.

<opentext> Thus why we are told to be swift to hear, and slow to speak. Taking the time to hear Father on how best to answer, that which is being asked of us.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:4And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:20Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men.> (KJV)

<opentext> However, may are content to remain as children, and do not want to mature.

<opentext> We are to grow up into Him in all things. Developing the ability of the gift of God that has been presented to each believer.

<opentext> If you were presented a new car, and all you did was sit in the house, look at the key, and say...wow, i have a new car, what good would that new car do you?

<helpmate> no good at all

<his> no good

<diligently> none

<chosen> none

<at-peace> none

<opentext> And yet, many are like that with the Word. They keep telling everyone that they are a Christian, that new creation in Christ, yet never get any further than that. Faith, that ability to hear the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ, and then applying that to one's life.

<opentext> Father speaks to us so that we can understand. Yet, one has to then believe and act upon that which Father asks of us.

<opentext> Also, often times Father will maybe only speak to us five words, and are we content with applying that to our life this day?

<diligently> yes, and at times my flesh wants more and more.

<his> am learning to be

<helpmate> yes....because sometimes those 5 words can speak volumes

<chosen> He knows what we need

<opentext> But, yet in malice, we are told to be as children. 

<opentext> Definition for malice:  2549  kakia-

 1) malignity, malice, ill-will, desire to injure  2) wickedness, depravity; wickedness that is not ashamed to break laws  3) evil, trouble

<opentext> Seeking first the kingdom, and His righteousness...

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:21In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. 22Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. (KJV)

<opentext> [Therefore tongues are for a sign] The miraculous gift of tongues was never designed for the benefit of those who have already believed, but for the instruction of unbelievers, that they might see from such a miracle that this is the work of God; and so embrace the Gospel. (AC)

<opentext> But as, in the times of the prophet, the strange Babylonian tongues came in the way of punishment, and not in the way of mercy; take heed that it be not the case now: that, by dwelling on the gift, ye forget the Giver; and what was designed for you as a blessing, may prove to you to be a curse. (AC)

<opentext> For if, because ye have the gift of tongues, ye will choose for your own aggrandizement to use them in the public congregation where none understands them, God may curse your blessings. (AC)

<opentext> [Prophesying] Teaching the things of God in a known language is of infinitely more consequence than speaking in all the foreign tongues in the universe. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> aggrandize....to elevate or boast, proud, arrogant

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:23If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad?(KJV)

<opentext> For myself, when i have gone into a place where most are praying or screeching in tongues, the only thing that i get out of it is a headache.

<opentext> So, it not only chases away those that may be seeking, but it does not minister to those that are seeking a deeper relationship with the Father through Jesus Christ either.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:> 24But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all: 25And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth. (KJV)

<opentext> If one waits on Father, for the words that He wants one to present, then the words will minister grace to those that came seeking answers.

<opentext> How often in a study, has it been that Father has maybe one verse or phrase that jumps out at you, and that is what ministers to you the rest of the day?

<his> many times

<diligently> very often  PYF

<helpmate> that has happened several times

<chosen> very often

<at-peace> often

<opentext> And yet, to the one that delivers those words or phrase, they may shake their head and ask Father what He was talking about.

<opentext> Or, you could answer someone, and wonder why Father had you say that, and the person you are speaking to says...wow....and it is hard for you to understand why they got so excited.

<opentext> Learning to allow Father to use you, in the way that He sees best for the situation.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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