Bible Study Wednesday 27 June, 2001

<d-g> we thank you Father for this day and for another opportunity to hear your word, and proclaim the truth of it this day, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:1Follow after charity, and desire spiritual, but rather that ye may prophesy.(KJV) (the word "gifts" is not in any of the original texts.)

<opentext> [Follow after charity] Most earnestly labour to be put in possession of that love which beareth, believeth, hopeth, and endureth all things. It may be difficult to acquire, and difficult to retain this blessed state, but it is essential to your present peace and eternal happiness. This clause belongs to the preceding chapter. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Pressing toward the mark of the prize; that is, that God so loved the world, that He gave His Son. The manifest love of God. To be followers of His Son, as Paul was.

<opentext> Desiring the spiritual. The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  Yet, since these people were very carnal (1Cor 3:1-5) they were more interested in those thing that would impress other people, rather than  those things that established and maintained a relationship with God

<opentext> God is a Spirit, and those that worship or fellowship with Him, must do so in Spirit and in truth. The ability to share with others when asked, the reason of the hope within you, is what should be prized above all else.

<opentext> Eph 3:9, And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> Being that example of the believers. Allowing the light of the glorious gospel of Christ to shine forth from us at all times.

<opentext> [Desire spiritual ] Ye are very intent on getting those splendid gifts (endowment or manifestation) which may add to your worldly consequence, and please your carnal minds; but labour rather to get the gifts (manifestation) of God's Spirit, by which ye may grow in grace, and be useful to others; and particularly desire that ye may prophesy-- that ye may be able to teach and instruct others in the things of their salvation. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and it is this inspiration one should seek to be led by. As Paul said, that the gospel that he preached was not from man, but rather was revealed by God.

<opentext> Gal 5:6,  but faith which worketh by love. (KJV)

<opentext> The more one is able to understand God's love, the more clearly they will be able to present the truth of His Word, for God is love.

<opentext>  One often tries to place the physical ahead of the spiritual, just as the Corinthians were doing here. However, the fact is, that it takes and understanding of God's love (walking in the Spirit), in order to be a follower of His Son.

<opentext> His love is what must be first in our life, or the Word will not work as it is intended. 

<opentext> Many think that by being pleasing to the people of this world, will make us right with God, but that is not the case. One is to seek first the kingdom of God, "and" His righteousness. This is what should be ones aim.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:2For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul talk about using great plainness of speech. That is, taking the time to hear that which Father revealed to him, and then waiting on Father for the proper words to be able to present it to the people so that they could understand.

<opentext> John 5:39-41, 39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. 40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 41 I receive not honour from men. (KJV)

<opentext> Having developed the ability, to hear and then present the Word of God, so that people can hear and understand, that which presents a clear picture of God's plan of salvation by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> For me, one of the hardest things, is that after Father shows me something, to want to share it with others, before i have taken the time to hear Father through on how to present it to others.

<opentext> The words that one speaks, should be Spirit and life, if we are allowing Father to teach us and instruct us by His Spirit.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:3But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort. (KJV)

<opentext> Edification: 3619  oikodome- 1) (the act of) building, building up  2) metaphorically, edifying, edification;  the act of one who promotes another's growth in Christian wisdom, piety, happiness, or holiness  3) a building (that is, the thing built, edifice) (You are the temple)

<opentext> A body that is working together, will not withhold nourishment from it's arms or it's legs, but rather will give it all that is necessary for it to function according to God's plan.

<opentext> If you had a million dollars right now, what would you want to do with it?

<diligently> give  and help our family

<his> use it in the way Father asked

<chosen> whatever Father would want it used for, for His glory and purpose

<d-g> would pray how it should be distributed

<helpmate> pay all the bills so we would owe no man and give all over to Father

<opentext> So, basically what you are saying, is that you would pray about it, and then have a joyful time, presenting it to the body, and watch the good that it would do?

<his> yes

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes

<helpmate> exactly

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> You have the pearl of great price. SO then, now it is up to the individual, to allow God to open all that He has for you, so that you can see how He would use it for the good of the body of Christ?

<opentext> is that what you are saying then?

<diligently> yes

<chosen> yes

<opentext> Then, you are beginning to understand "edification".

<his> had not thought that ..but agree

<opentext> Exhortation: 3874  paraklesis-  persuasive discourse, stirring address; instructive, admonitory, conciliatory, powerful hortatory discourse

<opentext> The more one is able to give Father's account of what His Word says, the more one will be able to hold the attention of those that are seeking Him. Thus why Jesus Christ spoke the words He heard Father speak. The example that we should be following.

<opentext> Comfort: 3889  paramuthia- any address, whether made for the purpose of persuading, or of arousing and stimulating, or of calming and consoling, consolation, comfort

<opentext> 1Thes 5:11-13, 11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. 12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; 13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. (KJV)

<opentext> The peace of God, which passes all understanding, is what is to keep, and settle your heart and mind, as you abide in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> IF, you continue in His Word, If you abide in Him, then you can ask what you will, and He will do it, since you are abiding in Him.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:4He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.  (KJV)

<opentext> Gal 1:10, For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> What is one's purpose or goal for sharing His Word? To get people to seek Him, or to look at us?

<helpmate> to seek Him

<diligently> to seek Father through Christ Jesus

<chosen> so that people  would seek Father

<at-peace> should be to seek Him

<his> to show them the Way to Father

<opentext> Presenting a clear picture of God's love. Allowing the light of Christ to shine through us. That all men may see this fellowship of the mystery, which has been Hid, but now is revealed, made plain, by His Spirit.

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:17For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 18For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> Today, will you allow His power to shine forth from you?

<his> yes     <helpmate> yes    <at-peace> yes     <chosen> yes

<diligently> yes, with joy and thanksgiving

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<at-peace> o/     <at-peace> verses to share..     <opentext> ok

<at-peace> Eph 5:1Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;2And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.  (KJV)

<at-peace> being a living sacrifice unto God, so that this fellowship of the mystery can be presented through us

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> following the example Christ Jesus set for us

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<at-peace> o/     <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> 1 Pet 2:21For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:  (KJV)

<opentext> moment by moment, step by step, living and operating in the grace and mercy of God.

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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