Bible Study Tuesday 26 June, 2001

<his> Father, thank you for the blessing of this time to come before you through Jesus Christ to learn more of You. Thank You for all that You have provided all necessary to make this time of fellowship possible, and that You have already prepared that which You know each of us has need of this day.

<opentext> 1 Cor 13:10But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 11When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 4:13Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> Maturity, growing up into Him in all things.

<opentext> When we were children, we acted as children. As a child, what did you do when you did not get your way?

<diligently> cry

<his> got angry, whined, sulked

<chosen> cried and had a tantrum

<helpmate> sulked

<at-peace> pouted 

<opentext> What about if you got into trouble, were you quick to own up to it?

<chosen> no

<his> no

<diligently> no

<greg> quicker to speak, slow to hear

<at-peace> not always

<helpmate> most of the time....no

<opentext> What about responsibilities? Did you do your chores, or styudying without grumbling or complaining?

<chosen> not always

<diligently> no

<at-peace> not always

<his> no

<opentext> And by the time you were in your mid to late teens, did you not think that you had all of the answers, and that all adults did not know what they were talking about?

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes

<his> yes

<opentext> So, until one truly decided to put away childish things, they still acted as a child, regardless of the age.

<opentext> How often does God ask something of you, and you pout, or sulk, or maybe even throw a tantrum?

<diligently> there are times

<helpmate> or sometimes stall

<chosen> at times

<his> more get stuck

<his> which is sulking...yes

<at-peace> at times

<opentext> How often is the response..."i'll get around to it later God"

<diligently> has been times.. we told Father i will do it soon.

<diligently> not ,we ..i

<opentext> One has to come to the place, where their relationship in and with Father, is of more importance than anything else.

<opentext> When Father asks something of us, one must realize that He has our best interests or concerns at heart. Yet, how do we usually respond when Father asks us to quit doing something?

<helpmate> as soon as we finish this

<his> at times ask why

<chosen> at times ask Him if we can do it later

<diligently> used to always ask Him ..why

<opentext> Would you step off of a curb, if there was a big truck coming down the road at a high rate of speed?

<his> no

<at-peace> no

<chosen> no

<diligently> no

<greg> no

<opentext> You would not, because you could see the danger. Yet, how much better is Father's sight than ours? So when He asks us to do something, He knows what dangers or threats that thing poses.

<greg> He knew before we asked

<helpmate> He sees everything

<chosen> He knows all

<at-peace> if we are listening, He will show us things to come

<opentext> Phil 3:15Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. (KJV)

<diligently> Father never makes mistakes

<his> He sees all

<opentext> Father reveals things to us, by His Spirit. So one must be walking in the Spirit, in order to maintain that relationship with Him.

<opentext> Those that are in the flesh, cannot please God.

<opentext> You do not feed a young child the same way as you do an adult. 

<opentext> Heb 5:14But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. (KJV)

<opentext> Often times, young people want all of the privileges of being an adult, yet do not want any of the responsibilities.

<opentext> How often does one have this attitude with God?

<diligently> has been times

<chosen> have done that

<greg> they want the blessings, but not the responsibility and diligence to walk in His grace

<opentext> Romans 12:1 I plead with you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present all your faculties to Him as a living and holy sacrifice acceptable to Him. This with you will be an act of reasonable worship. 2 And do not follow the customs of the present age, but be transformed by the entire renewal of your minds, so that you may learn by experience what God's will is--that will which is good and beautiful and perfect. (Weymouth)

<opentext> To present "all" of yourself to Him, not just the areas that one wants to. Not being conformed, or patterning yourself after this world, but seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness.

<opentext> Being changed by allowing His Word to renew the entire mind, so that one may walk in agreement with Him in all things.

<opentext> 1 Cor 13:12For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. (KJV)

<opentext> Not looking at the outward, but rather at the inward man. The religious leaders of Jesus Christ time, polished the outside of the cup or platter, so their appearance to other men looked good. Yet the Lord told them to first clean the inside, that which was hid from the view of man, but open before God.

<opentext> Matt 23: 25Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 26Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. (KJV)

<opentext> Yet, how often do people try to present a good exterior, and yet neglect that which is within?

<diligently> Father sees all

<greg> they try and veil what is within, but those that have their senses exercised will see through it

<his> having a form of godliness but denying it's power

<chosen> when our focus is on pleasing man rather than being pleasing to God

<opentext> I can remember as a child, when told to clean the room, would pile everything in the closet. The room looked good, but there was certain disaster waiting for the first person that opened the closet door. How often does one try to do this with God?

<diligently> they must be the weeds that need pulling.

<chosen> nothing is hid from Him

<opentext> For God so "loved" the world, that he gave. It is when one learns to operate in this kind of love, that they will start to mature. And as they then continue in His Word (which is Spirit and it is life), the truth will set one free from the bondages and traps that try to keep them in childhood

<opentext> 1 Cor 13:13And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. (KJV)

<opentext> Today,  do your best to walk in His love!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> about the analogy you just gave about putting everything in the closet.....

<his> does it mean when we try to get ahead of Father and "cram" scriptures in instead of listening ?

<opentext> i guess one might apply it in that area

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:6Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. (KJV)

<opentext> cramming, is trying to learn the letter of the law, and one then misses the Spirit which is the essence of His Word.

<opentext> And, if one does not complete the task that Father asked, according to His instructions, then one be trying to put on a false front before Father.

<opentext> that help graeme?

<his> yes

<his> thanks

<opentext> any other questions or comments
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