Bible Study Thursday May 31, 2001

<his> our Father, thank You for the blessings of this time and the tools necessary to gather together through Your Son Jesus Christ to learn more of You. Thank You that You have already prepared that which You know we have need of to enable us to continue in Your Word and to do that which You ask of us to serve You.

<opentext> 1 Cor 12:7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.  (KJV)

<opentext> definition for manifestation; to render apparent.

<opentext> definition for profit; to bring together

<opentext> So, the Spirit of God is rendered apparent, that we need Him so that we might be of the one faith, by the one Lord.

<opentext> Eph 4:3Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  (KJV)

<opentext> he that is not for Him, is against Him. Being in agreement with His Word.

<opentext> 1 Cor 12:8For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; (KJV)

<opentext> 1Cor 1:24, but to those who have received the Call, whether Jews or Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> wisdom, one's ability to hear and see the spiritual counsel of God.

<opentext> The wisdom of this world, is as foolishness to God.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one use the worlds wisdom and ways, rather then God's?

<diligently> when one looks to there own understanding.

<chosen> when we neglect His Word

<his> every time i lean to own understanding

<Faithful> when thinking i can do it all myself

 <opentext> So then. one must seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and then...God will reveal Himself to us. Showing us all the treasures that are hid from the human view in Christ.

<opentext> Col 2:3 In Him all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are stored up, hidden from view (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> Thus, why those that are in the flesh, cannot please God. One must be born again to see into Father's realm, and then allow His Spirit to lead them and guide them into all truth

<opentext> Prov 2:10-11, 10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; 11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: (KJV)

<opentext> When one allows Christ into their heart, they become that new creation in Him. Rightly dividing the Word of truth, will then preserve one, for it gives them instructions on how to maintain their walk on that strait and narrow path.

<opentext> When this Word is allowed to renew the mind, then God's ways will  keep them.

<opentext> Also note, that it says when, wisdom enters the heart. That is, when one allows Christ in to be Lord of their life. He will not force His way in. One must open the door to Him.

<opentext> 2 Pet 3:15-16, 15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.(KJV)

<opentext> One only wrestles with the Word, when they try to understand it by human wisdom. 

<opentext> One must seek God, for Him to reveal that which is hid within it.

<opentext> 2Pet 3:15 And always regard the patient forbearance of our Lord as salvation, as our dear brother Paul also has written to you in virtue of the wisdom granted to him. 16 That is what he says in all his letters, when speaking in them of these things. In those letters there are some statements hard to understand, which ill-taught and unprincipled people pervert, just as they do the rest of the Scriptures, to their own ruin. (Weymouth trans)

<opentext> It is when one tries to operate apart from God, that it brings about their own demise or destruction.

<opentext> Have you ever tried to do anything apart from God? What were the results?

 <diligently> pain and hurting, confusion

<helpmate> yes....failure

<chosen> yes, and i end up falling

<his> yes....needed to start at beginning again

<matti> yes, error

<at-peace> yes, not good, usually a big mess

<Faithful> yes,no longer have Fathers peace

<opentext> Many try to imitate Paul, without seeking that intimate relationship with God. Those that fellowship or communion with God, "must" do so in Spirit and in truth. It is a spiritual relationship, that one "must establish with God. One cannot lean to their own understanding, for that is certain to bring about failure.

<opentext> How often does one look at Paul, and "think" that he was someone more special then themselves?

<diligently> have thought that .he is very special.

<chosen> used to think that

<Faithful> think that sometimes

<his> when forgets they are complete in him and God has a specific task for each of us

<diligently> Father is not a respecter of persons

<opentext> It is true, that one should not think more highly of themselves then they ought, however, one must have confidence of the work that he has begun in us.

<opentext> How much confidence do you have, in that which God has made available to you?

<diligently> much confidence when i stay in the spirit. the peace of God rules.

<joyful> growing daily, step by step

<chosen> more as i grow closer to Him, as i learn more of who i am in Christ

<opentext> It is in Christ, that one is able to do all things that God may ask of you. This takes an understanding of His Word. This means that one has to take and make the time, to study for His approval, rightly dividing the Word of truth. That is, cutting out all the traditions, doctrines and rituals, and allowing the pure Word of God to remain.

<diligently> when in spirit do not even think of myself.

<his> learning to trust Him more

<opentext> Coming to the place, that one hears Father's reason behind everything, so that we have an understanding of that which He is asking of us.

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:20Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. (KJV)

<opentext> This is where the difficulty comes in. Uprooting all of the wisdom one thought they learned (the wisdom of this world) and allowing the wisdom of God to be revealed to them. Christ, the power and wisdom of God.

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:18Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. 19For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. (KJV)

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that one looks up to those that appear to be wise in the things of this world?

<Faithful> when not holding God's word as truth

<matti> sometimes

<diligently> this is how the world runs..they all look to the wise of the world..and all fall in the ditch.

<opentext> Eph 3:9And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 10To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,   (KJV)

<chosen> when we cease using God's wisdom

<opentext> To make "all" men see.......so that the much varied wisdom of God may be known by all of the Church.

<opentext> Today, one will have many choices to follow the wisdom of this world, or the wisdom of God. Which path one chooses, will be determined by how much time one  has spent keeping their mind renewed in the things of God. Only you, can prevent eternal fires in your life. Who's wisdom will you follow this day?

<at-peace> God's

<chosen> God's wisdom

<Faithful> Father's

<diligently> Gods

<matti> Father's

<joyful> God's wisdom

<his> God's

<helpmate> Fathers wisdom....Christ

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/     <helpmate> yes graeme

<his> last comment about choosing wisdom of world or God's wisdom brought these verses to mind:

<his> Matt 11:29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. kjv

 <opentext> any other questions or comments?
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