Bible Study Monday 18 June, 2001

<his> our Father, thank You for the blessing of this time and the means to gather together through Jesus Christ and learn more from You. Thank you that You have already prepared all that is necessary for our well-being and to enable us to continue serving You, and that these things will be revealed to us when You know we have need of them. 

<opentext> 1 Cor 12:31But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.

CHAPTER 13:1Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. (KJV)

<opentext> Now again, one must remember that the Corinthians were having troubles, because they were carnal Christians. That is, the were full of envy, division and strife. So until they got out of the flesh, how could they be shown a more excellent way?

<chosen> they couldn't be

<diligently> they could not

<rhoumai> they couldn't be shown

<at-peace> couldn’t

<joyful> they could not

<helpmate> they couldn't

<his> they couldn't be

<opentext> So then Paul starts off, that though they would have all of the right words, and even spoke as angels....if the same love that God has for us, is not there, what good does it do?

<at-peace> none  <diligently> no good at all.  <chosen> no good  <his> none  <rhoumai> none 

<joyful> none

<opentext> I remember to have heard the following: "People of little religion are always noisy; he who has not the love of God and man filling his heart is like an empty wagon coming violently down a hill: it makes a great noise, because there is nothing in it." (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> What does that tell us about those that are making the most noise?

<diligently> fools speak many words

<helpmate> they are being a busybody

<his> they are out to promote self...not the Kingdom of God

<at-peace> a fool is known by the multitude of words

<joyful> noise covers up other things

<chosen> they don’t have God's love in their hearts

<rhoumai> trying to work out other people's salvation while in danger of losing their own

<opentext> Gal 4:16, Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth? (KJV)

<opentext> Paul had to tell the people when they were out of line, as Father instructed him. Yet, the more that Father had Paul tell them the truth, what was their response to him?

<rhoumai> the less they loved him

<chosen> they hated him

<diligently> wanting no part. the less they wanted

<his> they did not want to know.. many rejected him

<helpmate> when one is so in the flesh....they do not know what the truth is

<Faithful> anger

<at-peace> rejected the truth and him

<opentext> 2 Cor 12:15, And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul's focus was on Father, and he was going to do what Father asked, regardless of how the people reacted or responded, because he was showing true love, by telling them the truth. Where they were outside of the Word.

<opentext> 1 Cor 13:1Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.  (KJV)

<opentext> For God so loved the world, that He gave of Himself, His only begotten Son. He did this, even though man did not merit or deserve this. What could you ever do to merit His love?

<rhoumai> nothing   <diligently> nothing at all   <chosen> nothing at all   <helpmate> not a thing

<joyful> nothing  <his> nothing

<opentext> btw...the word charity is improper...it would be properly translated....love...agape from the Greek

<at-peace> nothing

<opentext> I Jn 3:15Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 16Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  (KJV)

<opentext> To lay down our life for one another, easy to speak those words, but quite another to live them.

<opentext> One must be a doer of the Word, that is one that lives the very Word of God which they talk about, and not a hearer only.

<opentext> Jude 1:16These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage.  (KJV)

<opentext> it does not matter how much of the Word one can quote. It makes no difference if they think that they understand all the mysteries of God. If, the body of Christ is not the most important thing in their life, and pleasing Father, it is all for nought.

<opentext> The lack of God's love, produces the following:

<opentext> Prov 6:16These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:17A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 19A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.  (KJV)

<opentext> Is it any wonder, that the Lord gave the example of one who had a clean, and swept, but empty house, and the spirit went out from the person, and found seven other spirits to occupy with it.

<opentext> If one is operating in God's love, and doing that which Father asks, will these seven things be present?

 <chosen> no   <diligently> no   <joyful> no   <his> no  <Faithful> no  <at-peace> no  <helpmate> no

<opentext> Does it make any difference what other people are doing? Or, what they are saying?

<diligently> no

<his> no. .Father knows the thoughts and intents of the heart

<chosen> no.....not unless we allow it/them to take our focus  <joyful> no  <rhoumai> no

<at-peace> no, we are to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling.. keeping our focus on Father regardless of what others are saying or doing

<opentext> 1 Cor 13:1Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 3And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. (KJV)

<opentext> Without faith, without believing and trusting in His Word, it is impossible to please Him. And if one does not have love, then faith cannot be present.

<opentext> Gal 5:6For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. (KJV)

<opentext> The motives of the heart. Why is it that one calls themselves a Christian? Is it to please Father, or to have man's admiration?

<rhoumai> to please Father

<helpmate> to be Christ-like.....to please only Father

<diligently> pleasing Father in all things ,growing up into Him in all things.

<his> to please Father    <chosen> to please my Father      <Faithful> to please Father

<at-peace> should always be to please Father and not man

<joyful> to please Father

<opentext> What would you think of Father, if He put up billboards around the town that you live in, telling everyone of everything that you ever did wrong against Him?

<diligently> would think He did not love me.

<helpmate> would turn away from Him.....because it is suppose to be nobody's business except His and yours

<joyful> thankful He leaves my past in the past

<at-peace> is this the God that says He loves me

<rhoumai> would know He didn't forgive me 

<his> cannot find words

<helpmate> but.....we know that it would not be Father who is doing that...but the father of lies who is doing that

<opentext> So who is it that we try to prove or live our life for?

<opentext> Gal 1:10For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, in each thing that you do, see if it is God's love is what motivates you!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> would it be true to say that there is nothing physically that we can do to merit or deserve God's love, but spiritually, abiding in Christ, listening and being obedient to Him, worshiping Him in spirit and in truth, for these are what would be pleasing to Him?

<opentext> exactly....there is nothing in the physical that one could do to merit God's love. It is by grace, through faith. Not of works, lest any man should boast.

<opentext> One must present themselves to God, a living sacrifice, alive spiritually.

<at-peace> those that are in the flesh, cannot please God

<at-peace> thank you

<opentext> and thus why Paul said in Gal 1:10 above...if he pleased man (flesh), he would not be the servant of Christ.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> One might also think of why Paul said that he sought to have words of grace.

<opentext> Col 4:6Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. (KJV)
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