Bible Study Thursday June 14, 2001

<at-peace> Father through Christ Jesus our Lord we thank you and praise you for this day, and the opportunity to serve you  and learn more of you, we pray that each of us would hear your guidance and counsel in being a member of the body of Christ that our faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing that is in us in Christ Jesus, that all that we do and say may be to your praise and glory.

<opentext> 1 Cor 12:25That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another. (KJV)

<opentext> that "there" should be, no division. That "there" should be no jealousy. After all, it is supposed to be the body of Christ.

<opentext> The divisions or jealousy sets in, when one part of the body is not content with the assignment that God has given to them. They are to busy (body) looking at what others are doing, or that which they think they perceive that others have.

<opentext> How often have you been more concerned with what someone else is doing, then carrying out that which Father has asked of you?

<chosen> when my focus has drifted away from His Word

<judy> have done that.. not realizing it. in the past.

<joyful> too often when caught up in the flesh

<his> have been when had not fully sought and did not understand what Father was asking of me....also now if i fail to keep mind renewed in Word

<opentext> We should be encouraging and exhorting one another. Yet, is this always the case?

<chosen> no

<at-peace> no

<judy> no

<helpmate> no

<joyful> no

<his> no

<rhoumai> nope

<opentext> If one will recall, in the third chapter of this epistle, that Paul told these people that they were carnal Christians. They were still on the milk of the Word, because they had allowed envy, division and strife to be the most common thread among them.

<opentext> Today, if you were told that any place that you go, you need to walk on your hands to get there, what would your response be?

<chosen> no thanks

<his> cannot do it

<rhoumai> impossible

<judy> well wont be going to many places today.

<joyful> no thanks

<joyful> would be staying still

<d-g> not going anywhere for awhile

<opentext> Yet, isn't this exactly what one is doing, or telling God, when they tell Him they do not like the order that He has set within the body?

<chosen> yes

<rhoumai> yes

<judy> yes

<his> yes

<opentext> Maybe one needs to read the book of Job a bit more often, so they are reminded how foolish it is, to try to dictate the order of things to God?

<opentext> 1 Cor 12:26And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. 27Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.

(KJV)

<opentext> Note, that it says that we are to suffer together, not rejoice when a member suffers.

<opentext> One often forgets, that it is the body of Christ. One forgets who it is that is the head of this body.

<opentext> 1 Cor 12:28And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.  (KJV)

<opentext> God sets the people or members within the body, as He sees best. That which He knows will work the best for the common good. How often are you content with the way that God runs or does things?

<judy> most often

<chosen> we have to remember that He knows best in everything.....much better than we ever do

<helpmate> yes...but we still grumble once in a while

<judy> yes, we do

<rhoumai> learning to be content in all things, as we learn to discipline our mind

<d-g> when He is allowed to run things, it is done decently and in order

<opentext> 1 Cor 12:29Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles?

30Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?  (KJV)

<opentext> How functional would the body be, if it was comprised of nothing but big toes?

<his> not very much

<chosen> it would be very limited

<at-peace> yes very limited

<judy> not functional at all. a lot of falling down.

<joyful> and a lot of stubbing of the toes

<rhoumai> it would definitely be painful

<opentext> We all have the gift of Christ, and we should rejoice that we are a part of the body, regardless of what our assignment or task is.

<opentext> Without the apostles or prophets, we would not have the scribed Word of God. And since most have not allowed their hearing to develop to where it should be, what would happen to "you"?

<judy> would be going on my own understanding and be in my flesh all the time. .with out the hearing  of Father and His word of truth.

<helpmate> eternal death because most would not have the diligence of the Bereans to go back and search the old testament

<his> it would be very difficult to maintain walk

<opentext> Without teachers, most do not want to follow directions, so where would you end up? Which path would you follow?

<his> hell

<chosen> we would end up on the broad path if we didn’t study the Word ourselves

<helpmate> most would follow the easy path...the one with the least resistance

<judy> separation from Father and death

<opentext> We have schools, but without the maintenance staff, how long would it be before the school became to cluttered to be of any use?

 <chosen> not long at all

<at-peace> not long at all

<his> not long

<rhoumai> not long at all

<joyful> not long

<judy> not long

<opentext> What could we accomplish if no one wanted to make books, to be used by the school?

<rhoumai> education would be difficult to obtain

<chosen> the students would never learn to read

<judy> not much, if there were no books  for learning

<his> very little

<opentext> What if no one wanted to drive bus to get the students to school? Or truck drivers to get the supplies to school? 

<chosen> the school wouldn’t be able to function properly

 <judy> nothing would work right if  no one did their job that was asked of them.

<at-peace> would be of little use

<his> school would have to close eventually

<opentext> How was the information compiled in the books? Who cut the trees to make the paper? Who gathered the dye to make the print?

<opentext> If you eliminate any of these functions, what happens to order?

<judy> wow. .all things done in Fathers order. all things are important.( well Fathers ways)

<rhoumai> each person in the chain of providing anything is important

<his> disorder

<joyful> chaos 

<at-peace> it falls apart

<judy> it is off. .and all suffer

<chosen> a mess

<opentext> SO what happens when we become discontent with that which Father has asked of us? When we are so full of jealousy, that we do not want to do that which He asks of us?

<d-g> if it continues, a house divided will fall

<chosen> we are not operating as part of a team

<at-peace> a house divided cannot stand

<judy> death and pain for all

<his> disorder...a little leaven leavens the whole lump..... effects whole body

<rhoumai> if we are not doing it joyful to the Lord, it doesn't matter what we do

<opentext> So then, when we neglect our part, then others have to do more to make up for those parts that are not working as a team. It is the body of Christ. One must remember who is the head, and Who it is that we should be seeking to please.

<opentext> 1 Cor 12:31But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.  (KJV)

<opentext> Use that which Father has blessed you with. Do it to the best of your ability to where you are developed within the Word, until your knowledge is expanded to where you can use it more effectively.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> on mind: John 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. kjv

<opentext> exactly...who is our source
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