Bible Study Wednesday 30 May, 2001

<chosen> Father we come before your throne with thanks for our daily bread that you have ready for us to receive. We thank you for this day that you have given to us, and we pray that we will be quick to do only those things that you ask of us this day, as you lead us in your truth.  We give you the glory and praise for these things in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 12:2Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. 3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. (KJV)

<opentext> One seldom stops to think about the "dumb" idols. They cannot speak, they cannot hear. They can give you "no" answers.

<opentext> Yet, often these are the things that man bows down before. Thus, why Paul told them he did not want them to be ignorant of spiritual things. To understand that those that worshipped or fellowshipped with the Father, must do so in Spirit and in truth. This is the fellowship that the Father seeks.

<opentext> Both Judaism and paganism were full of expectations of a future teacher and deliverer; and to this person, especially among the Jews, the Spirit in all the prophets gave witness. (AC) 

<opentext> This was the Anointed One, the Messiah who was manifested in the person of Jesus of Nazareth; and him the Jews rejected, though he proved his divine mission both by his doctrines and his miracles. (AC)

<opentext> ) But as he did not come as they fancied he would-- as a mighty secular conqueror, they not only rejected but blasphemed him; and persons among them professing to be spiritual men, and under the influence of the Spirit of God, did so. (AC)

<opentext> But as the Holy Spirit, through all the law and the prophets gave testimony to the Messiah, and as Jesus proved himself to be the Christ both by his miracles and doctrines, no man under the inspiration of the divine Spirit could say to him anathema-- thou art a deceiver, and a person worthy of death, etc., as the Jews did: (AC)  

<opentext> therefore the Jews were no longer under the inspiration of the Spirit of God. This appears to be the meaning of the apostle in this place. No man speaking by the Spirit, etc. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Thus, why every tongue shall confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father!

<opentext> Thus, if this has to be acknowledged, it can only be done so by His Spirit, and thus why one must then have insights into the spiritual realm. One must be led and taught by His Spirit.

<opentext> 1 Cor 12:4Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  (KJV)

<opentext> Now there is a variety of ways that this gift of Christ is manifest, according to the vessel used to manifest it, yet the same Spirit that works in all.

<opentext> Since we are all members of the body of Christ, yet in God's own unique way, each of us has a different function within the body.

<opentext> And since we each have a different function or assignment, then the Lord will manifest Himself a bit different through each individual part of that selfsame body.

<opentext> Yet, how often do we try to imitate what someone else within the body, rather then being that unique individual that Father has made us to be?

<diligently> daily we learn more of who i am in Christ and more of self is dieing daily.

<his> when we have not sought Him on what He is asking of us the individual

<chosen> when we are not content, nor willing to obey, that which He has asked of us

<opentext> 1 Cor 12:5And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.  (KJV)

<opentext> the word differences there, is the same word as diversities in the verse previous, and best translated again "various" or "variety".

<opentext> the word administrations, could best be translated as office, function, or in other words, the role of the servant.

<opentext> As different members of the body, each has its own unique role to fulfill. Therefore no two parts will act or react the same to the Word, but rather will respond properly, when used exactly as it was designed to function.

<opentext> Thus, why Paul tells us to be imitators of Christ. One usually gets themselves in trouble, when they try to imitate someone else within the body, rather then Christ. Only He is the way, led and guided by the truth, which will then be able to lead us to eternal life, if we hear and obey.

<opentext> 1 Cor 12:6And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.  (KJV)

<opentext> the word operations there means ....effect

<opentext> since there are different vessels, there will be a variety or various effects, all dependent upon which vessel is being used.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one try to compare how God is using them, as to how He is using someone else?

<diligently> in past have done that.

<his> when unsure of their relationship with Him

<d-g> the disciples strove with themselves which one would be the greatest

<joyful> one will begin comparing when listening to other voices

<chosen> when we turn our focus onto others rather than on serving Him

<opentext> Now if you will also notice, that in verse 4, it is the same Spirit; in verse 5, it is the same Lord; and in verse 6, the same God. All of the Godhead works together without conflict or jealousy. What an example for us to follow.

<opentext> Yet, how often is one jealous, of what someone else appears to have?

<diligently> when they are in there flesh.

<diligently> they that are in flesh can not please God

<joyful> when they will allow satan to give a pity party

<opentext> Or, are we jealous when one "thinks" God is using someone else more then them?

 <opentext> 1 Cor 12:7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. (KJV)

<opentext> 1Cor 12:7 But to each of us a manifestation of the Spirit has been granted for the common good. (Weymouth)

<diligently> the flesh does all of them,devil seeks,whom me may steal,kill,and destroy.any way he can.

 <opentext> definition for manifestation.....bestowed, or exhibited

<opentext> The Spirit of God is bestowed upon each and every believer (Rom 8:9). It is exhibited uniquely in each individual for the common good of the body of Christ.

<opentext> i must decrease, that He might increase. The more the flesh is gotten out of the way, the more the light of the glorious gospel of Christ is able to shine through that person.

<opentext> Today, will you allow God to use you for the common good? Or, will you try to use Father for your purposes?

<helpmate> for Father's purpose only

<his> allow Father to use me as He sees best

<at-peace> allow God to use me 

<diligently> Father use me in all ways He pleases and be pleasing to Him.

<chosen> allow Him to use me

<joyful> allow Father to use me

<opentext> (God's property) for official use only!

<matti> for Father's purpose

<helpmate> for Father's use because……..    

Col 2:10And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:  (KJV)

<opentext>any questions or comments from today’s study?

<chosen> o/    <opentext> yes steph

<chosen> verse to share... <opentext> ok   <chosen> verses

<chosen> Eph 2:8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. (KJV)

opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<d-g> o/    <opentext> yes greg

 <d-g> Eph 4:3Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. <d-g> (KJV)

<diligently> o/       <opentext> yes judy

<diligently> endeavouring  ?

<opentext> def. for endeavouring....4704  spoudazo (spoo-dad'-zo); from 4710; to use speed, i.e. to make effort, be prompt or earnest:  KJV-- do (give) diligence, be diligent (forward), endeavour, labour, study.

<diligently> thank you

<d-g> 4704  spoudazo (spoo-dad'-zo); from 4710; to use speed, i.e. to make effort, be prompt or earnest:   KJV-- do (give) diligence, be diligent (forward), endeavour, labour, study.

<d-g> there is peace when it is done decently and in order, not for personal gain or recognition

<diligently> yes letting the peace of God rule.
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