Bible Study Monday 14 May, 2001

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time, to come before you and hear and learn of the gift of Christ you have made available to us. Let us each this day have open eyes and ears so we can partake of the heavenly manna that you have prepared for us. We give you Father, the praise, honor and glory through Christ Jesus or Lord...

<opentext> 1 Cor 11:2Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you. 3But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.  (KJV)

<opentext> In everything give thanks. Remembering that every good gift is from above. Often times one becomes forgetful of all that which Father has opened to us within His Word.

<opentext> All scripture is given by His inspiration, and it is for "our" advantage. Father already knows that which His Word will do. His Word is forever settled in heaven.

<opentext> Note that Paul says that we are to keep the ordinances. Yet, few understand what the ordinances are within the new covenant.

<opentext> Rom 3:27Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 28Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.  (KJV)

<opentext> It is the law of faith which one is to now be governed by. Faith, hearing the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ, and allowing His Word to become a real way of life.

<opentext> We are given the measure of faith (Rom 12:3), it if the gift of Christ that one receives at the new birth (Eph 4:7, 2Cor 5:16-17).

<opentext> Now that one has received the gift, what will you do with it. Thus, why the Bible tells us to learn of Him.

<opentext> Often times, as one begins to grow in the Word, it is easy for one to be unaware of how far Father has brought one along.

<opentext> We forget where we have been delivered from, and thus it becomes easy for the natural man to take things for granted.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:14But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  (KJV)

<opentext> The natural man will get one in trouble. The natural man has a tendency to ignore the things of God, and goes about to set his own priorities. How often do you try to set your own priorities, ahead of those of God's?

<rhoumai> have done that, and things don't work out when i try doing that

<his> every time i forget to seek Him before acting

<chosen> usually when i stop following Him.....i have either run ahead of Him, or  lagging way behind Him

<diligently> have wanted to know and learn more (get ahead of Father in study) then what Father has asked of me at times.

<opentext> Paul started out this section, by telling us to be followers of him, as He is of Christ. Hearing and obeying the Word that Father has given us. Not trying to rewrite it to fit our situation. One must remember Who it is that is seated on the throne.

<opentext> The natural man will not like all of the instructions that Father has given us through the Son (2Tim 3:16-17).

<opentext> Without faith, without hearing and obeying His Word, it is impossible to please Him.

<opentext> One often forgets, how long it was, that one lived contrary to His Word. One forgets how many weeds one has in their garden. 

<opentext> And then, besides that, all the pressures of the present evil world which confront one daily. Thus, why it is these things (Phil 4:8) that one must think on, if they want to maintain their course on the strait and narrow path.

<opentext> Will the natural man always like the rules or guidelines that Father has given?

<his> no       <chosen> no     <diligently> no   <rhoumai> no   <at-peace> no    <Sojourn> no

<opentext> Why not?

<Sojourn> the natural reaction is to find "our own way"

<his> flesh is opposed to Spirit

<chosen> the flesh only thinks of pleasing itself, it has its own agenda if not kept in subjection 

<diligently> not the way of the natural man .then one is going on there own understanding and not Fathers.

<d-g> the spirit and flesh are contrary one to another, so we have to keep the flesh in subjection to the spirit

<helpmate> wants to do its own thing...does not like to get told what to do

<Sojourn> the flesh is always contrary to the spirit

<opentext> 1 Cor 11:3But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.  (KJV)

<opentext> So God gives us directions, but the flesh does not always like what the Word says.

<opentext> I did not write the Bible, but i do choose to live by the terms and conditions that Father set forth. The same choice each and every person has to make.

<opentext> How many always like everything that Father asks of them?

<rhoumai> not always

<his> not me

<chosen> no not at times

<diligently> have not always liked it at first,

<at-peace> not always

 <opentext> Matt 11:29Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.  (KJV)

<Sojourn> sometimes, i honestly feel its too much... wish it would pass

<opentext> One must remember, that Jesus of Nazareth was tempted in every manner as we are, but yet sinned not, because He always heard and obeyed the Spirit of Christ within Him.

<opentext> Jesus Christ made straight the crooked paths for us, brought down the mountain tops and filled in the valleys. So it is now our choice whether one chooses to hear and obey.

<opentext> Not always easy for the flesh, since it has had it's way for so long in one's life.

<opentext> Learning to become obedient to the Word, since Father has our well being in mind, in all that He asks of us.

<opentext> Learning to hear Father's explanation of everything, rather then the world'

<opentext> Our whole purpose while here, should be to please Father. Seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness. Yet, often we get our physical eyes focused in and on other things. Thus why we are to keep our minds renewed by His Word, not the explanations of the world.

<opentext> 1 Cor 11:3But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God. (KJV)

<opentext> The women's movement will not like this verse, because God sets His order for things.

<opentext> The male ego will thrive on this verse, since they "think" that it gives them superiority. The fact is, that each and everyone of us will give account of any idle words (not employed for the kingdom of God) that we speak.

<opentext> The Word tells each and everyone of us, that we are to be the example of the believer, as we will be held accountable for anyone that we lead astray, and have not sought Father's forgiveness on.

<opentext> 1 Tim 1: 4Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly edifying which is in faith: so do.  (KJV)

<opentext> Much of what one has been taught before Christ, was fables, man's exaggerations of what they "thought" God's Word said. If one studies for Father's approval, then they will never have reason to be ashamed when they stand before Him, for they have taken the time, and put forth the effort to allow the Spirit to lead them and guide them into all truth.

<opentext> Man's traditions and doctrines will be exposed and cut off. The fables will be seen for that which they really are. It is the truth that will set us free, and keep us free, "if" one will continue in it.

<opentext> Today, will you continue in His Word?

<chosen> yes

<his> yes

<at-peace> yes

 <diligently> yes

<rhoumai> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<sojourn> i will continue in His Word

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> noticed 1 Tim 1:4 speaks of edifying "in faith"....brought to mind:

<his> Ro 14:23  And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is  not of faith is sin.  Kjv

<opentext> exactly, for without faith, it is impossible to please Him. It is by faith that we stand, without faith one will fall.

<sojourn> yes... if we hold on to Father... its not because we have the strength to hold on... but because he holds on to us... and by His grace we are made strong to follow His Word...

<opentext> it is in Christ, that we have His strength, which then gives us the ability to hold fast the profession of faith without wavering.

<sojourn> yes...

<opentext> Thus why Paul told us in Ephesians 6, that we do have the ability to stand, by Christ, the power and wisdom of God that is made available to each and every believer.

<opentext> Staying in agreement with God and His Word.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

