Bible Study Thursday 10 May, 2001

<chosen> Father we come to you with thanks and praise for this time that we have to come together to hear your Words of life and to be still and know that you are God. We thank you for preparing for us, that which will nourish us this day and enable us to serve you in all that you ask of us. We give you the glory for all that you have already done and all that we have yet to learn, and thank you for these things in Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> 1 Cor 11:1-2 1
Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 2 Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you. (KJV)

<opentext> Being followers of Christ! That is what Paul is saying here. Follow me, as far as i follow Him. Yet, all too often, people emulate the person (pastor, teacher, whatever) rather then being the imitator of Christ.

<opentext> People follow blindly what is presented as the truth, and fail to study for God's approval, and take and make the time to rightly divide the Word of truth.

<opentext> Another way that corruption gets in, is when we use the Word to justify ourselves. How often is it that we see people twist and pervert the Word to justify their own agenda?

<helpmate> we see it happen a lot

<chosen> quite often

<his> have seen that; have been guilty of that in past

<joyful> have seen that

<diligently> have seen often and heard often people of the world.

<rhoumai> we have seen that

<opentext> Luke 18:11-13 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. (KJV)

<opentext> Working out our own salvation with reverance and respect for God. This can only happen if one will humble themselves before God.

<opentext> Many are like the Pharisee, and can see and find the faults in everyone but themselves.

<opentext> The Word is quite clear, that it is when we (the individual) allow the Word into one's life, listen to what is being presented, and then take that Word and apply it to "our" life, that then is when we become a follower of Christ.

<opentext> It is not enough to just mimic or parrot the Word, or that which we hear others say.

<opentext> The Word has to become a real way of life. Being a doer of the Word, and not a hearer only.

<opentext> For we are saved by grace (God's unmerited favor) through faith (one's ability to hear the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ, and then applying it to one's life)

<opentext> It is not of works or accomplishments (which many people think) but rather by one's humble obedience to the Word.

<opentext> How often is it that one will try to barter with God as the Pharisee did, in order to try to find favor with God?

<helpmate> one can try, but it does not work that way

<diligently> do not know of a time i have done that.had told Father  i will never do something.

<rhoumai> many try to use His Word as a tool to negotiate with Father

<chosen> usually when one doesnt want to obey what He is asking of them

<his> at times, when one forgets that salvation is on His terms

<chosen> when own agendas become priority

<joyful> when one is being selfish, not listening to His Word

<opentext> When one's mind becomes as closed-minded as that of the Pharisee was, how well can one hear Father's instructions?

<chosen> can't <helpmate> one cannot 

<diligently> not well at all.

<rhoumai> can't  <joyful> cannot

<his> not at all or very dull

<at-peace> become dull of hearing

<d-g> they establish their own righteousness and dont submit to His

<Tyler`> not one is righteous.... not one

<opentext> What if, Father would hold us as accountable, as we want to hold others? In other words, what if Father only forgave us, as we forgive others, where would you be?

<rhoumai> hell

<at-peace> not in His grace

<chosen> on my way to hell

<diligently> Father forgive right away also.

<diligently> as soon as we ask.

<joyful> forever in pain, hell

<his> outside, hell

<diligently> sometimes it takes longer for me.

<diligently> if they dont ask..it is even harder.

<opentext> It is when one operates in the flesh, that they ignore Father's standards or ordinances, and go about to establish their own righteousness. And we should know by now, that without Christ one has no righteousness.

<opentext> So then, if we are not imitating Christ, one is following the wrong path.

<opentext> This happens when one tries to resurrect things from the past, just as the Corinthians were doing. Thus traditions and such, become of more importance then the Word.

<opentext> Most often when we stray, it is because we have allowed things from the past, to become that which we are imitating, as well as trying to implement into our lives.

<opentext> One cannot faithfully walk with God, unless they are in agreement with the terms and conditions that He has set forth within His Word.

<opentext> One often fails to see the diligence that Paul put forth, to become a follower of the Word, and not the world.

<opentext> 1 Cor 11:3 3 But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God. (KJV)

<opentext> Is Christ the head, or in charge of all that you say and do? Or is He only consulted when you have gotten yourself in deep trouble?

<Tyler`> a good point ... often times we become too confident... we make God just a consultant in times of trouble... rather than the owner/manager 

<diligently> needs to be the head and in charge in all we say and do..and asked of at all times. big and small things.

<rhoumai> He should always be in charge, but i sure can't say that always happens

<chosen> learning daily, as i keep my flesh in subjection, and allow His Spirit to be in full control

<joyful> He is consulted continually throughout a day.......

<opentext> John 5:19 19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. (KJV)

<his> learning to listen more before acting

<opentext> Now, if Jesus Christ followed this example, this should be the pattern that we too should follow.

<Tyler`> yes ... it should be...

<opentext> John 8:29 29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. (KJV)

<Tyler`> but we must pray not to fall into the temptation of self-reliance

<opentext> One must hear the Word, allow it into their heart, allow it to become a real way of life (not just something they talk about when certain people are around) but be a doer of the Word, with the sole purpose of pleasing Father.

<opentext> Doing ​always​ those things that please Father. Not just when it seems convenient, or when we are "wanting" something from Father. Seeking first His kingdom, by and through the righteousness made available to us, Christ.

<opentext> Today, will you truly be a follower of Christ, or just a cheap imitation?

<diligently> follow Christ in all ways.

<chosen> i will follow Christ

<joyful> follower of Christ

<Tyler`> with His Grace i will follow Him

<rhoumai> we will be a true follower of Christ 

<at-peace> follow Christ

<his> truly a disciple of Christ

<Tyler`> with His Grace i will follow Him

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<d-g> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<d-g> when we were discussing implementing things from our past, trying to bring them into our walk with God, this verse came to mind

<d-g> John 14:27 27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. (KJV)

<d-g> beginning in the spirit, and thinking we can perfect our walk with things of the flesh

<opentext> yes, becoming that  new creation in Christ...old things "should" be past away, the flesh dead and buried, and all things new in Him (walking in the Spirit)

<d-g> I Jn 2:16-17 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (KJV)

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verse to share in reference to the above...

<at-peace> Gal 2:18 18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. (KJV)

<opentext> eye has not seen, ear has not heard, neither has it entered into the heart of "man" the things that God has prepared for those whom He  loves, rather, they are revealed by His Spirit. The moment one reverts to the flesh, they disable the communications with Father.

<Tyler`> what verse is that one..... i forgot ...

<helpmate> 1 Cor 2:9 9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. (KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> <opentext> It is not of works or accomplishments (which many people think) but rather by one's humble obedience to the Word.

<his> Lu 18:17  Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein. (KJV)

<his> a little child does not have a past

<his> past less of hindrance with that attitude

<Tyler`> a little child is innocent and obedient ...

<opentext> and they are always out to please their parent

<Tyler`> yes

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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