Bible Study Wednesday 9 May, 2001

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time, to hear that Word which you have for us, the living waters and heavenly manna that will feed and nourish us this day. As we hear the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ, let each partake, and accept responsibility for that which we have heard.
<opentext> With praise in our hearts, and thanksgiving on our lips, we acknowledge Lord that which you see that we have need of this day
<opentext> With praise in our hearts, and thanksgiving on our lips, we acknowledge Lord that which you see that we have need of this day.

<opentext> 1 Cor 10:32-33 32 Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: 33 Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved. (KJV)

<opentext> Giving no offence, that in nothing that the ministry of Christ be blamed. Ambassadors for Him and His kingdom. Something people often forget. Would you do some of the things that you do, if you were always cognizant of the fact that you are His ambassador?

<his> no <rhoumai> no <chosen> no <diligently> no <at-peace> no 

<opentext> Learning to be the example of the believer at all times, not just when it seems convenient, or when we "think" someone else may be watching.

<opentext> All to often, one gets their own agendas ahead of that of the Lord. Our own desires get ahead of that which would be pleasing to the Lord.

<opentext> Pleasing Father through Christ, should be our main priority. In other words, seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness. Yet, is this the priority that we always keep?

<rhoumai> not always <chosen> no not always <his> not always <at-peace> not always <joyful> not always <diligently> no not always

<opentext> It is quite easy for the flesh to push or pursue it's own agenda. Thus why one needs to train themselves in the ways of the Lord. Thinking on those things that will keep the heart at peace, not those things that cause turmoil and unrest.

<opentext> Adam Clarke gives a very good summary for this chapter also, so want us to look at what he says about this chapter we are concluding.

<opentext> 
[Even as I please all men] Act as I do: forgetting myself, my own interests, convenience, ease, and comfort, I labour for the welfare of others; and particularly that they may be saved. How blessed and amiable was the spirit and conduct of this holy man! This chapter has already presented the serious reader with a variety of maxims for his regulation.  


1. As to his own private walk;


 
2. His domestic duties; and


 

3. His connection with the church of God. 


Let us review some of the principal parts.

1.We should be on our guard against what are called little sins, and all occasions and excitements to sin. Take heed what company you frequent. One thing, apparently harmless, may lead by almost imperceptible links to sins of the deepest dye. See the example in this chapter: (Adam Clarke’s Commentary)

<opentext> How often does one "think" that the "little" sins will not hurt or bother a person?

<helpmate> a little leaven

<chosen> used to think that in the past, but not anymore

<diligently> have thought that at times in the past.

<joyful> used to think that

<opentext> And to the same degree, how many think that it makes no difference as to the people one associates with?

<his> each is one step in the wrong direction

<rhoumai> we know that two can't walk together unless they are agreed in Christ

<diligently> it makes so much difference to Father.

<diligently> life or death

<chosen> being separate from them is very important

<his> we are to come out from among them
<opentext> And, if one is not in agreement with God, then they must be against Him. No middle ground; no grey areas; lukewarm does not make it.

<opentext> 
a. The people sat down to eat and to drink.



b. They rose up to play, dance, and sing: and


c. They committed fornication, and brought upon themselves swift destruction. (Adam Clarke’s Commentary)
<opentext> What starts out as harmless entertainment (or so some may think), in the end brings total destruction. God rules are quite clear. But, people look for people that will agree with them, rather then seeking to stay in agreement with God.

<opentext> 
2. However conscious we may be of our own sincerity and uprightness, we should ever distrust ourselves. God has made nothing independent of himself; the soul has no principle of self-dependence either in itself or its attainments: it is wise, powerful, and happy, only while it is depending on infinite wisdom, unlimited power, and endless mercy. (Adam Clarke’s Commentary)

<opentext> Those that are in the flesh, cannot please God. Remember the Galatians, they began 

in the Spirit, and then thought that they were made perfect by the flesh.

<opentext> 
3. The Gentiles were in communion with demons by their idolatrous services. In what communion are those who feed themselves without fear, who eat with the glutton and drink with the drunkard? (Adam Clarke’s Commentary)

<opentext> 
Do they partake of the Lord Jesus who are under the influence of pride, self-will, hatred, censoriousness, etc., and who carry their self-importance and worldly spirit even into the house and worship of God! (Adam Clarke’s Commentary)
<opentext> Would one be as apt to do some of the things that you do, if one always saw that anything outside of the Word, was idolatrous worship?

<rhoumai> no <his> no <chosen> no  we wouldn't <joyful> no <diligently> no

<opentext> How often is one more concerned with their outward appearance, then they are with how their spirit man appears before God?

<opentext> One seldom thinks of vanity as self-worship, yet that is exactly what it is.

<opentext> 
4. A spirit of curiosity too much indulged may, in an irreligious man, lead to covetousness and theft: in a godly man, to a troublesome and unscriptural scrupulosity of conscience, productive of nothing but uneasiness to itself, and disturbance to others. Simplicity of heart saves from this, and is an excellent gift. (Adam Clarke’s Commentary)

<opentext> How often does one do something, just because they saw or observed someone else do it?

<helpmate> following their example

<rhoumai> we have tried to justify what we did by saying that, but it doesn't fly with Father

<diligently> have done that in the past growing up,when in the world.

<opentext> Can one say that curiosity and confidence are the same thing?

<joyful> being a follower instead of standing firm

<d-g> if it is not of faith it is sin

<helpmate> they are not <chosen> no <diligently> they are not the same <his> no <joyful> no          

<rhoumai> no

<opentext> We are "to know" Him, and the power of His resurrection. If one is curious of God and His power, the will end up as the seven sons of sceva, who tried to imitate Paul, but had no relationship with Father. Have you ever tried to do this?

<chosen> in the past, yes <his> yes <diligently> am sure i have. <rhoumai> yes

<opentext> Paul was confident of His relationship with God. The sons of sceva were only curious. What a vast (the same distance as between ABraham's bosom, and the place across the gulf) distance between the two.

<opentext> 
5. In many actions we have a twofold rule-- the testimony of God and charity: and in many things charity is the best interpreter of the testimony. The testimony often permits what charity forbids, because circumstances in time, place, etc., may render a thing improper on one occasion that might be proper on another. (Adam Clarke’s Commentary)

<opentext> Thus, why we seek Father's wisdom in every instance.

<opentext> This is why one should avoid the book of "pat" answers.

<opentext> 
6. Pious Quesnel has well said: Everything hohours God when it is done for his sake; everything dishonours him when any ultimate end is proposed beside his glory. It is an unchangeable principle of the Christian morality that all comes from God by his love, and all should be returned to him by ours. This rule we should keep inviolate. (Adam Clarke’s Commentary)
<opentext> Examining one self, to see what it is that motivates us. 

<opentext> 
7. Though many of the advices given in this chapter appear to respect the Corinthians alone, yet there is none of them that is not applicable to Christians in general in certain circumstances. God has given no portion of his word to any people or age exclusively; the whole is given to the church universal in all ages of the world. (Adam Clarke’s Commentary)

<opentext> 
In reading this epistle let us seriously consider what parts of it apply to ourselves; and if we are disposed to appropriate its promises, let us act conscientiously, and inquire how many of its reprehensions we may fairly appropriate also.  (from Adam Clarke Commentary)
<opentext> It is easy for the flesh to apply the corrections to everyone but themselves. However, one must always work out their own salvation with fear and trembling (reverence and respect for their Creator).

<opentext> Looking in the mirror, to see what corrections need to made to self by the instruction of the Word, before trying to go show everyone else where they are out of line. (fault finders)

<opentext> Being followers of Christ, so that one is able to clearly see and negotiate that strait and narrow path, so that if one follows the instructions given, will lead them to eternal life.

<opentext> Faith, is by hearing the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ, and then applying that which i have heard to my life.

<opentext> Today, will you hear His instructions for you?

<rhoumai> yes <chosen> yes <his> yes <joyful> yes <diligently> yes,with joy <helpmate> yes <at-peace> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> 
<opentext> 2. However conscious we may be of our own sincerity and uprightness, we should ever distrust ourselves. God has made nothing independent of himself; the soul has no principle of self-dependence either in itself or its attainments: it is wise, powerful, and happy, only while it is depending on infinite wisdom, unlimited power, and endless mercy. Adam Clarke’s Commentary)

<his> reminded

<his> Jn 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. (KJV)

<opentext> yes, remembering Who is our source.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verses to share..

<at-peace> Gal 6:7-8 7  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. (KJV)

<opentext> being an obedient servant.....doing the Masters agenda, not our own

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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