1 September 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 
<chosen> Father we thank you for the opportunity to serve you this day as we allow you to lead all that we do and say. We pray that we will be quick to hear your Word and keep it hidden in our heart this day, as we treasure this pearl of Great price, and we thank you for that which you have prepared for us now through Christ Jesus
 
<opentext> Rom 13: 13  Living as we do in broad daylight, let us conduct ourselves becomingly, not indulging in revelry and drunkenness, nor in lust and debauchery, nor in quarrelling and jealousy. 14, On the contrary, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for gratifying your earthly cravings. Weymouth's NT.
 
<opentext> Living in the light; that is, remaining cognizant that Father is always aware of all that we say and do. Living each moment in and by now faith.
<opentext> But, what happens when one forgets that Father is always present? What happens to a person's conduct?
<chosen> they may let it slip
<disciple> they let things slide, and live to please themselves
<helpmate> the old man takes over again
<at-peace> some forget what manner of man they are to be
<opentext> Just as Paul says at the conclusion of verse 14, that one should not make "any" provisions for the old nature, and those things which it craves. So how then is one able to keep this old nature from rising up and trying to again take control in one's life?
<helpmate> day by day keeping our mind renewed in His word
<chosen> by staying attached to the Vine
<disciple> maintaining our focus and close relationship with Father through Christ Jesus, daily
<at-peace> by walking in the Spirit and keeping the flesh in subject... being renewed in the spirit of our mind
<greg> living in the now, and forgetting those old things which are behind us
<opentext> As Paul tells us in the first part of verse 14, to clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ. And as Paul tells us in Ephesians that one should put on, and leave on the full armor of God, so that we are able to stand, that is to remain seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.
<opentext> But what happens when a person loses confidence in their development within Christ?
<helpmate> they go back to their old way of living
<disciple> they begin to live on what was accomplished in the past, rather than growing to maturity day by day...now faith
<greg> they become double minded
<opentext> As greg said living in the now, now faith, and not trying to bring to remembrance the old way of life and living. Thus why we are told that in Christ we become a new creation, that old things have passed away, and all things are new in Him.
<opentext> If one is following a map, and they begin to doubt the directions given, what happens? 
<helpmate> they are truly lost
<at-peace> confusion
<disciple> they won't trust in the map, and try to get their by their own knowledge...getting confused, they get lost
<chosen> they will get off course
<greg> they go their own direction
<opentext> Before Christ, we were all on the path to destruction. Once we were in Christ, we were given new instructions on how to travel through this world, and this life. Thus why it is vital that one remains confident in the work which He has begun within us, and confident that He will remain faithful as He has promised.
<opentext> If one begins to doubt that relationship with Him, don't they often go back to look for things that were familiar to the old man, and the old way of living?
<helpmate> very much so...yes
<greg> they look for things that appealed to the lower man, seeking the things of this life that they think will give them peace
<chosen> yes
<opentext> So the only way that we can prevent that from happening, is by hearing His Word, and not allowing any of the counsel, the instructions that we hear for how to conduct our life, to slip. To remain firm and confident in our relationship with Him.
<opentext> And how often is it that people can be influenced by what other people around them are doing?
<chosen> when one is not totally focused on pleasing only Father
<disciple> anytime one is not content with where Father has them or what He is asking of them
<helpmate> any time that they are not renewing their mind with His word
<greg> Mark 4:16And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.  (KJV)
<greg> many enjoy the blessings for a season, but opt out for the rest of the package
<at-peace> whenever one is not confident they will look to others rather than remain focused in and on Him
<opentext> As Paul tells us, avoiding those who live contrary to the doctrine of Christ which we have learned, as evil communications can and will corrupt good morals. Thus why we are to encourage and exhort one another.

<opentext> To put on the whole armor of God, so that you may know your full rights and authority in Christ. Yet, how easy is it to take for granted this relationship, this union with Him?
<chosen> easy if we don't spend time with Him, as a priority each day
<disciple> can be easy, if we allow complacency to sneak in
<at-peace> easy if one forgets that He is our source and strength
<helpmate> we need to remain with Him always...constant communication with Him through out the day….pray without ceasing
<opentext> If you think of a new born child, how dependent are they on their parent(s) in order for them to sustain life? As well as, how much attention do those new parents give to that new born?
<helpmate> their whole life revolves around the new born
<disciple> totally dependent...and the parent must be constantly aware of the child, since the child isn't mature enough to fend for itself
<opentext> Father is always there looking over us. It is a matter of us remaining in constant communications with Him, and ready to receive from Him all that He has for us that will nourish and sustain us. 
<opentext> Today, praying without ceasing, and rejoicing evermore in Him.
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