1 November 2005 Tuesday Bible study.
 
<chosen> thank you Father for this day all that you have blessed us with in Christ, we pray that we will remain thankful and aware, of all that you have done for us, and strive only to be pleasing in your sight this day as we study your Word, for your approval, through your Son and our Lord Christ Jesus
<opentext> Rom 14:9, For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living. KJV
<opentext> The forerunner, Christ Jesus, who went before us to show us how it is possible to live by the guidance of His Spirit, so that the lower nature would not be able to control our lives. 
<opentext> Habits, rituals, traditions and doctrines, are all contrived by the lower nature, and one is only able to be delivered from the bondage of these things, by living in Christ.
<opentext> So what happens when one fails to remember that Christ has delivered us from the power of darkness, and wants us translated into His kingdom?
<greg> Gal 5:4, Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. (KJV)
<chosen> one would be operating on their own strength and wisdom, rather than through His and having the same mind as Christ
<greg> ye are no longer seated in the heavenlies, but have taken a big tumble back to the old nature
<opentext> And doesn't this usually come about or happen within one's life, when they allow their emotions to control that which they are doing?
<chosen> yes anything of the fleshly nature
<at-peace> if Christ is not ruling and reigning in ones heart by faith then they will walk by sight allowing their emotions to be in control
<greg> one can get set in their ways, leaning back to their own understanding rather than a walk of faith
<opentext> Gal 3:1-2, 1 O YOU poor and silly and thoughtless and unreflecting and senseless Galatians! Who has fascinated or bewitched or cast a spell over you, unto whom--right before your very eyes--Jesus Christ (the Messiah) was openly and graphically set forth and portrayed as crucified? 2 Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the [Holy] Spirit as the result of obeying the Law and doing its works, or was it by hearing [the message of the Gospel] and believing [it]? [Was it from observing a law of rituals or from a message of faith?] AMP
<opentext> The law was the schoolmaster to bring us to faith. But once faith arrived, one is no longer under the law, but now supposed to be under the law of faith. So what is it then that would cause one to go back under the law, after they have been delivered by Christ Jesus?
<greg> a lack of knowledge, leaning toward what man and his doctrines say, rather than taking the time to seek the truth and be set free, knowing that we are complete in Christ, apart from the works of the law
<chosen> anything that one does outside of grace
<at-peace> when seeking to please man rather than God
<opentext> Would it be a lack of knowledge though? It took a working knowledge to be saved, as one had to hear the Message, and then believe it and act upon that which was asked of them? Or could it be that they allowed their own ignorance to enter in, since they then became more intent on pleasing people, rather then pleasing God?
<greg> some get saved, and think that is all it takes, and never progress in their walk because they don’t take the time to seek out their rights and authority in the word, and then spend the rest of their walk following and pleasing man
<opentext> We can hear God's Word day in and day out, but if one ignores the counsel and instruction that it gives, to what avail will it be? Just like if one was sick, and they are given a prescription to take for 21 days, but after 10 they feel better, so they quit taking the medicine, what do you think the end result will be?
<greg> they could end up worse shape than they were in the beginning
<opentext> One had to hear God, and His Message of salvation delivered to them by and through Christ Jesus. The Word also tells us that one has to continue in the faith, grounded and settled, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel. So then why is it that they start to listen to man and his doctrine again, rather then continuing with that [the Word] which set them free?
<greg> Heb 12:7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?  (KJV)
<chosen> one's aim should be to only hear Father's voice, through any vessel He is using, otherwise one will be following man's word not God's Word
<greg> the path got narrower, and it wasn’t as much fun or popular anymore, the persecution began
<at-peace> cares and concerns of this life allowed to enter in and choke the Word that it becomes unprofitable and the hearing becomes dull and one begins to follow the strangers voice
<opentext> How often is it that people will use their achievements in the lower nature as a gauge for how well that they think that they are doing spiritually?
<chosen> when they're not seeking God's approval and His will for their life
<greg> hundredfold times, bigger is better, the more the merrier
<opentext> Gal 3:3, Are you so foolish and so senseless and so silly? Having begun [your new life spiritually] with the [Holy] Spirit, are you now reaching perfection [by dependence] on the flesh? AMP
<opentext> Just as we see Paul describing in Romans, how the people there started to revert to what they thought had worked for them before Christ. Those things that made them feel good, which heightened their standing in the religious community, these are the things that they began to revert to. The same problems that we see Paul addressing with the Galatians.
<opentext> And once one returns to the law, they have fallen from the grace of God, and Christ has become of no effect to them or for them.
<opentext> Thus we can see why it is vital that one remembers that they are risen with Christ; that they are seated in the heavenlies in Him and with Him. To remain focused on things above, so they are not pulled back into the playing field of the lower nature.
<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
<greg> o/                     <opentext> yes greg
<greg> Heb 6:4-6, 4For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 5And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,
6If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. (KJV)
<opentext> and one must remember, that in verse 6, it should not be "if", but the proper translation is "when".
<greg> without faith it is impossible to please God, and once the hearing becomes dull, they fall from grace, and are no longer able to walk in the spirit, and God will not lower Himself to mans standards when that happens
<opentext> becoming forgetful hearers
<greg> they that are in the flesh cannot please God
<opentext> those that are in the flesh are not able to "inherit" the kingdom of God...they have aligned themselves to the wrong family
 

Copyright © 2005 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
