1 June 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

<greg> Father thank you for allowing us to come before the throne of grace this day, to hear your life changing word, and walk in the divine nature afforded us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Rom 12:15, Rejoice with those who rejoice [sharing others' joy], and weep with those who weep [sharing others' grief]. AMP

<opentext> Rejoicing with those who do rejoice. Yet, when the lower nature gets in the way, how often does jealousy enter the picture?

<disciple> the lower nature feeds on emotions such as jealousy

<greg> when salvation becomes a contest it enters in

<opentext> To share in one another’s joy. In order for that to happen, one has to be operating in the divine nature, as they have to be able to see the results through Father's eyes. And when one walks by faith, those that are in the flesh are not able to see, let alone perceive the vision the believer does.

<opentext> And when one is not able to hear Father's counsel, in order to see the proper vision, how quickly is it that they want to throw cold water on someone else's parade?

<greg> the word says we are to offer them a cup of cold water to drink, but if jealousy sets in then they would have a tendency to want to throw it on someone

<chosen> many do that out of jealousy .... tall poppy syndrome!

<opentext> Have you ever questioned that which someone else shared with you, before taking the time to seek Father's wisdom, before questioning that which was shared with you?

<chosen> yes  <disciple> yes   <greg> i have questioned motives with some

<opentext> I cannot tell you how many times in my walk with Father, that I have shared with others what God was showing me, only to have them tell me that i was a few bricks short of a full load. They were trying to steal the vision Father had given me. And yet how many people allow others to steal from them in this manner?

<greg> yes, i have heard things clearly to share, then when they don’t react the way i did when i heard it, one can question what they heard 

<disciple> it's a matter of knowing what we hear and standing fast to that, not wavering at other's comments or looks

<opentext> And if one is not confident in the work that He has begun within them, how will they be able to be an encouragement to others of the household of faith?[to share in their joy]

<disciple> they can't    <chosen> they won't be

<greg> one definitely has to have their own house in order before they will be sent to help others get theirs in order, and that is where the message is ignored at times when those giving the advice are the ones that should be giving audience to it

<opentext> We are not to be tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine or opinion that blows through. In order to be an encouragement to those of the household of faith, one must have confidence in the work which He has begun within them. They have to hold fast the profession of faith without wavering regardless of the expressions on people's faces, or the opinions given.

<opentext> Isn't it interesting that as Paul is showing us the development of the believer in the character of Christ in this chapter, how that sharing in others joy is so far along in the development of the believer. And let us not forget as well, that joy is in and of the realm of the Spirit. [The joy of the Lord is my strength]

<greg> many are to busy building up a following rather than the followers

<opentext> And what about when what others are sharing with us is not of interest to us? And your lack of attention of interest as they share, couldn't that be a hindrance to their walk?

<disciple> yes, it could be   <chosen> yes    <at-peace> yes 

<opentext> There have been so many times in my walk, that God has had me pray with and for others, without having any idea what it was about. Yet, how often is it that people will not do what God asks? Or discourage others if it does not fit into their understanding?

<greg> many disregard praying always in the spirit, especially if it is not done on a stage and before a large audience

<chosen> many are quick to discourage, cut down, and condemn others, rather than offer an encouraging word

<opentext> Has God ever had you say something, that after you said it, you wondered where that came from and why you even said it? And then to find out later how much it ministered to someone else, regardless of your infinite wisdom in the matter?

<greg> that’s usually when it is the most effective, when one says something without trying to impress them

<chosen> yes   <at-peace> yes   <disciple> YES

<opentext> So we can then see and understand why the scriptures tell us not to lean to our own understanding. So that we will be a blessing to the family and not a curse. Thus why in all of our ways we need to acknowledge Him, and then heed the counsel that is given to us in Christ.

[05:32] <opentext> 1 Thess 5:19-22, 19 Quench not the Spirit. 20 Despise not prophesyings. 21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. KJV

<opentext> As greg said earlier, that we should offer them the living waters to drink, not take a bath with. Yet, how often when one ignores Father's wisdom, is it that people will totally kill the joy that was there?

<disciple> if we maintain our focus on what we have heard and stand fast, the joy will remain, regardless of anybody else

<greg> it kills the joy and causes doubt in their walk as well

<opentext> Today, be sure to share that joy of the Lord, which is your strength!                                                                                        
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