1 June 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship you have prepared for us and pray that as we hear your Words of life we would allow them to become a very part of our life that in and through all things we would be pleasing to you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:1-2, 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. KJV

 

<opentext> Now as we enter this chapter, let us keep in mind what Paul had been talking with us about in the last chapter, about how the contagion of the flesh was there to weigh us down with it's cravings for those things that were self-serving, and contrary to the law of God.

<opentext> The works of the flesh, is a dead body of works, that not only weighs a person down, but slowly continues to contaminate and pollute the person, so that death is slow and very excruciating.

<opentext> Yet, if one is only acting and reacting to the passions and the cravings of the lower nature, are they able to keep the mind properly renewed in and on those things that will be pleasing to God?

<disciple> no   <chosen> no

 

<opentext> "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus". 

<opentext> An un-renewed mind, has no desire to leave the other side of the veil of the flesh, but will continue to wander aimlessly around, seeking and doing those things that satisfies it's cravings, lusts and desires. 

 

<opentext> How much effort does it take for one to hear the Word and voice of God, and to submit to and obey that which He asks, so that one is able to pass through the veil of the flesh, and live and abide on the other side in Christ?

<chosen> a single hearted effort,... total

<disciple> there is always a battle of the flesh with the spirit, but it's our choice which one we will obey

<at-peace> the whole heart

 

<opentext> If the flesh is portrayed by a rotting, decomposing, smelly corpse, then we can see, hear and understand why Paul says that we have to present ourselves to God, a living sacrifice, for only this is acceptable to Him.

<opentext> The old nature, the un-renewed mind, only has as it's purpose, that which will satisfy it's lusts and desires [keep in mind Mark 4, and the parable of the sower, and the descriptions of the seed that was NOT on good ground], the old nature, only seeks and desires those things that are natural to it.

<opentext> There is therefore now...no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. As it takes now faith to be pleasing to God. That is, that one has to hear and respond to His voice and His Word, not allowing the voices of the old nature to overpower it, and allow the mind to be renewed in and by His Word, and then maintain that right standing with Him, by constantly and continuously remaining in the Word.

[05:19] <opentext> Yet, how easy is it for the old thoughts, the old ways to try to rise up and take control?

<chosen> very easy if we don't keep watch

<disciple> they will always try to rise up, but it's up to us to make sure they do not take control...thinking only on the things that please Father

 

<opentext> Think about this for a moment; when one is well, they seldom give thought to the why's and how's of their health and vitality. Yet, as soon as they get a bit ill, then they begin to do some of the things that they should have been doing all along. Why is this?

<disciple> we sometimes take our body for granted, rather than treating it like it's a temple unto Father

 

<opentext> And then to recover, or get well, it seems to take so long, and so much effort, why is this?

<chosen> can be complacency, .... until we experience the consequences of our actions

<disciple> because we allow the symptoms to prevent us from walking by faith, but rather by sight

 

<opentext> People forget how putrid and sickly the old nature really is, and how much contamination that it brings, when it is able to gain entrance. And people seldom think of how run down they had to become, in order to allow that contagion to get in, in the first place.

<opentext> If you go outside when it is cold, and damp and windy, without proper and adequate clothing, what do you think may happen to you?

<chosen> the body will be affected

<disciple> in not using Father's wisdom, your body would suffer

 

<opentext> The body may be affected, and infected, because one did not use the knowledge that has been made available to them, to adequately protect them, and thus insure proper health. In Christ,[Christ, the full armor of God] one has all that is necessary and essential for quelling any attack or uprising that may come in their direction. Yet, if one does not maintain their right standing in God [and this is only by abiding in Christ] what can happen?

<disciple> their spiritual body will suffer greatly

 

<opentext> "And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful...and all because one made the choice, the decision, that it was not necessary to always remain in Christ.

<opentext> Today, now [faith], there is no condemnation, to them that remain in Christ Jesus!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

 

(
Copyright © 2004 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
