1 July 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for this time in your Word to hear your counsel for that which we have need of,... we pray that we will allow your word to renew our minds this day and lead us closer to you... we thank you for your love for us and your peace that passes all understanding thru Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 8:9-10, 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. KJV

 

<opentext> To dwell in, is to cohabitate. So to dwell with the Lord, is to live with Him. And since it is supposed to be a union with Him, how often is He included in our decision making process? How often does one consult Him?

<disciple> we should consult Him before any decision is made

<chosen> need to work at making it every time

<helpmate> we should all the time since we are the temple and it is His home...i don't think that He is out to lunch

<opentext> How often is it though, then when we make a choice that is not right, and then things go greatly awry, why does a person end up blaming God for it [the problems], when it was us who excluded Him from the decision making process?

<disciple> i know when things go wrong after i have made a decision to do something, that is me that did not consult Him or hear Him clearly

<opentext> Now, with a properly renewed mind in and by the Word of God, no one would ever consider evicting God from themselves. Yet, what happens when one allows the lower nature to determine what path or course to be taken?

<disciple> they make a home for the wrong spirit, and move Father out

<chosen> we push Him away by following our own will rather than His

<helpmate> yes, and head down the wrong path

<helpmate> some depart without even realizing what they have done till they are way down that wrong path

<opentext> When a person makes that choice or determination to walk in the way of the world, aren't they in essence giving God an eviction notice from their temple?

<disciple> yes   <chosen> yes   <helpmate> yes

 

<opentext> Rom 8:10-11, 10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, KJV

 

<opentext> If one wants to remain alive in the Spirit, then they have to allow the Spirit of Christ to co-habit with them. 

<opentext> And if they are to co-habit together, then the decision making process must be one of agreement. For two can not walk together unless they are in agreement.

<opentext> Yet, when one fails to consult Him who is living with them, should it be any wonder that problems begin to arise then?

<chosen> no   <disciple> no

<opentext> One cannot be risen with Him, if they do not include Him in every decision or choice that is made. 

<opentext> And it is not enough to hear His opinion in the matter, but also obeying the wisdom of God that has been given to us, that then will enable us to remain seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> It is all a matter of what is priority in one's life. I hear people often say that they cannot wait until they gain possession of their inheritance of the kingdom of God.

<opentext> Yet, for me, it is a matter of being home with Father, that permanent union with Him, as a part of His family.

<opentext> So is one seeking possessions in their relationship with Him, or Him? What is greater, to receive those things created by Him, or to become a part of Him who created all things?

<disciple> He is my Father...it is a better to be a part of him

<helpmate> to be a part of Him    <chosen> to be a part of Him

<opentext> We should love Him, because we recognize how much He first loved us. This is what should be our motivation. This is what should strengthen our union, our relationship with Him.

<opentext> Is this what directs and controls each and every decision or choice that you make?

<helpmate> if it isn't, it sure should be     <disciple> yes, it should be

<opentext> It should be! And thus we can see why it is so vital that one properly maintains their relationship with Christ. Learning and remembering that each and everything one does, should be for the express purpose of being pleasing to the Father.

<opentext> Now, if you always asked yourself if what you were doing is pleasing to Father, and truly concerned about how it might affect your relationship with Him, would one be as apt to make some of the dumb choices that they do?

<disciple> nope   <helpmate> no   <chosen> no

<opentext> Now if you think back to how Paul has developed his thoughts in this chapter, we can see that it comes down to, is one going to take counsel from, and dwell with a corpse; or to make the wise decision, and remain risen with Christ.

<opentext> When put like that, it is quite clear what one should do. Yet, when the picture gets clouded a bit by the enemy, is one as quick to be mindful of it in this manner?

<helpmate> no, not always...the veil gets in the way

<disciple> no     <chosen> no

<opentext> Today, will you allow the Spirit of Christ to continue to dwell in you? Only you can make this decision!
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