Bible Study Monday 1 July 2002


 

1 Peter 2:21 And it is to this you were called; because Christ also suffered on your behalf, leaving you an example so that you should follow in His steps.
(Weymouth's NT)


 

Ye were called to a state of suffering when ye were called to be Christians; for the world cannot endure the yoke of Christ, and they that will live godly in Christ must suffer persecution; they will meet with it in one form or other. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)


 

1 Peter 2:21 Indeed, it was to this kind of living that you were called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example that you might follow His footsteps. (William's New Testament)

 

[That ye should follow his steps] That we should follow him, as if we trod exactly along behind him, and should place our feet precisely where his were. The meaning is, that there should be the closest imitation or resemblance. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Often times we hear people say, that we should allow the Lord to carry us through the tough times. It is more correct for one to see it as the Bible clearly tells us, not that we would hope or wish for Him to carry us; but rather that we have learned who we are as children of God, and as members as the body of Christ, and walk in His steps or guidance for life, by the example which He has set for us to follow.

 

As was brought out in yesterday’s study, how that Paul said that we should be followers of Him, in and so far, as he (Paul) followed the example of Christ. And that is the question that one has to put before themselves; is your faith built up and established on what someone else thinks and believes? Or is it based upon an intimacy with God, by your firsthand knowledge of God and His Word?

 

[Christ also suffered for us] And left us the example of his meekness and gentleness; for when he was reviled, he reviled not again. Ye cannot expect to fare better than your master; imitate his example, and his Spirit shall comfort and sustain you. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Psalms 85:13 Righteousness shall go before him; and shall set us in the way of his steps. KJV

 

Seeking first the kingdom of God, and this can only be accomplished by and through the righteousness of God, Christ Jesus our Lord and savior. It is only He that is the way, which can only be found and followed by the truth of God’s Word, and it is this which will lead one to eternal life.

 

Psalms 37:23-24 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. 24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. KJV

 

[The steps of a good (strong) man are ordered by the Lord] There is nothing for good in the text. Geber (heb 1397) is the original word, and it properly signifies a strong man, a conqueror or hero, and it appears to be used here to show, that even the most powerful must be supported by the Lord, otherwise their strength and courage will be of little avail. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

One must remember where their power and strength comes from. Christ is the power and wisdom of God. It is by and through Christ that one receives their strength and ability to be obedient to the Word, and thus to be pleasing to God.

 

Often times in a war, people will switch sides with whom they think will win. Paul realized this, that it is in Christ that he would always be victorious. That it was the power and wisdom of God, Christ, that always caused him to triumph. Who is it that you are taking sides with this day?
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