1 February 2006 Wednesday Bible study.
 
<greg> Heavenly Father, we are ever so grateful to be able to come before your throne of grace this day, to seek those things which are above, and letting your peace be our guide this day as we take another step toward home following the example of your first born son Jesus Christ.
 
<opentext> Rom 15:32-33, 32 That I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed. 33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. KJV
 
<opentext> That Paul could come to them with joy, and by the will of God. Now this would not be possible if the lower nature was allowed to be in control. So we can see then why it is essential that one walks in the Spirit, and not the wants and desires of the lower nature.
<opentext> Now another thing to consider, how difficult is it for one to be refreshed, if they are not joyful?
<greg> it wouldn’t be to refreshing, if they were not joyful they were most likely concentrating on the problems and not the solutions

<opentext> Yes, and if one is also concentrating in and on the external circumstances, would that not also take away from one being able to rest in Him?
<greg> there would be not rest at all, seeking first the kingdom of God and being in right standing with Him is the proper order, then all that is needed will be added

<opentext> Yet, how often when in the midst of turmoil, does one forget the simplicity of the gospel of Christ?
<greg> IKing 19:12And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. (KJV)
<greg> there can be things that will distract at times, but it comes down to entering into His rest, and waiting on God to hear His answer

<opentext> Now keep in mind also, that as Paul is penning this epistle, that he knows that the next stop on his journey is Jerusalem, where he knows that there are many that will not rest until they see Paul silenced. How often is it that when people are facing certain perils, obstacles or obnoxious people, that they have a much harder time concentrating in and on the truth?
<greg> it can definitely weigh on the mind, and make it hard to concentrate in times like that

<opentext> As greg pointed out with the above scripture, it is a matter of ignoring the external diversions, and one maintaining their focus on the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
<opentext> We are also reminded that without the vision of the Holy One, without one remembering where they are to be seated, that one's attention will then be drawn to the physical world around them. Thus we can see why we are to walk by faith and not by sight.
<opentext> Now another thing to consider, how Paul says that he would come to them with joy and by the will of God. Yet, how often is it that People make decisions or choices for themselves, and then when they get into the midst of turmoil, then try to blame God for their decisions?
<greg> if Paul would have judged his walk by all the turmoil going on around him he would have fell short, but he was able to learn to be content, independent of the external conditions, and not get frustrated despite being a marked man

<opentext> And, if one places themselves in the midst of the wrong crowd, in the midst of turmoil, how difficult is to then hear Father's counsel and instruction?
<greg> if one has place themselves in that position, it will not be edifying and needs to wait on the Lord for the way of escape
<greg> 2 Pet 2:8-9, 8(For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;) 9The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished: (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 7:5-7, 5 For even when we arrived in Macedonia, our bodies had no ease or rest, but we were oppressed in every way and afflicted at every turn--fighting and contentions without, dread and fears within [us]. 6 But God, Who comforts and encourages and refreshes and cheers the depressed and the sinking, comforted and encouraged and refreshed and cheered us by the arrival of Titus. 7[Yes] and not only by his coming but also by [his account of] the comfort with which he was encouraged and refreshed and cheered as to you, while he told us of your yearning affection, of how sorry you were [for me] and how eagerly you took my part, so that I rejoiced still more. AMP

<opentext> Now in these passages, we can also see how important fellowship is, as well as making sure that one fellowships with those who are likeminded. Those who have the mind of Christ.
<opentext> If you will also recall, Jeremiah spent many years sharing the insights of the will and Word of God with the people of Israel, without what one would consider good results.
<opentext> So how then was he able to maintain his focus of the will of God?
<greg> he didn’t judge by the outward, but knew who his source was and only sought to please Him
<greg> Jer 1:8-9, 8Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD. 9Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 1:3-5, 3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; 4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. KJV

<opentext> So the key is then, to seek God first, as greg brought up earlier. Yet, how often when in the midst of turmoil, is God the last one that people go to, because they often try to figure out the situation themselves, first?
<greg> if one has put themselves in the midst of turmoil by their own doings, then they need to hear the answer to avoid the same pitfalls, before moving on

<greg> 1 Cor 10:12-13, 12Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 13There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. (KJV)

<opentext> So as we journey out into the world today, let us go by the will of God, and His joy as our strength, so that we can be refreshed by and through Christ, and bring hope to all those whom we may come in contact with, and have an ear to hear what the Spirit says.
 greg> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<greg> this just came to mind, that we are not going to be a comfort to others if we don’t know how to keep our selves built up

<greg> 2 Cor 1:3-4 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.
(KJV)

<greg> 2 Cor 2:1-2 But I determined this with myself, that I would not come again to you in heaviness. For if I make you sorry, who is he then that maketh me glad, but the same which is made sorry by me? (KJV)

<opentext> thus why we are instructed to grow up into Him in all things...since He prepared the path before us...the Forerunner

<greg> seeking those things first which are above, and not concentrating to much on those things of this realm (Col 3:1-2)
<opentext> using His light to illuminate the path, so one does not step in the dung pile

<greg> lol  hate when that happens

Copyright © 2006 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
 
