1 April 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we are so thankful for this day and time, in which your love for us and to us is manifest by and through Christ Jesus our Lord and savior, in order that we are properly supplied to be faithful to you.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. KJV

 

<opentext> Being raised from the dead with Him, we should also then walk in the newness of that life that is in Him.

<opentext> Yet, how often do many Christians still act like they are dead, rather then partaking in the risen Christ?

<chosen> many do    <helpmate> many, they are still walking in the flesh

<at-peace> many have begun in the spirit only to revert back to the flesh

<opentext> Walking in that newness of life. A new creation in Christ, old things are passed away [at least should be, dead and buried] and all things become new when one remains risen with Christ.

<opentext> As Paul tells us, forgetting those things that are behind, and pressing forward to those things which are before.

<opentext> Putting aside the old ways of doing things, and now living by the leading and guidance of His Spirit.

 

<opentext> Col 3:5Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 6For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:7In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 8But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:  (KJV)

 

<opentext> Put into subjection your flesh which is still on this earth, and operate in the newness of life in the Spirit, which is a partaker of His divine nature, which is seated in the heavenlies.

<opentext> Setting aside the old thoughts, the old ways of doing things, and renewing oneself in the Word of life.

<opentext> Having put off the old man and his deeds [way of life and living], and now being that active participant in His divine nature, that we can be called the children of God.

<opentext> Now, if one does not keep their mind properly renewed, how hard is it then to keep the old nature under the subjection of the Spirit?

<chosen> very hard  <at-peace> it can be difficult  <helpmate> not easy

<opentext> And even knowing this, how easy can it be to revert to the old way of life and living, if one is not on a constant watch?

<helpmate> easy...without even realizing it has been done

<chosen> it can creep back in if we don't put in a full effort

 

<opentext> Eph 2:11-13, 11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Again, forgetting those things which are behind, since we are a new creation in Christ, and living and operating as His children. This takes a full and constant application in one's life, of studying for His approval, so that you have no reason to be ashamed as you stand before Him.

 

<opentext> Eph 4:23-27, 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;  24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. 26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: 27 Neither give place to the devil. (KJV)

 

<opentext> I t is easy for the lower nature to want others to do the work for us, but notice that Paul says that "you" have to put on the new man. And if you put on the new man, it is only you that are able to maintain that standing, no one else can do it for you.

<opentext> Yet, how often, or how easy is it for the lower nature to want to rely on others for it?

<helpmate> it can be very easy if we do not keep our diligence up day by day

<chosen> it's only me that can work out my salvation and walk in that which He has revealed within me

 

<opentext> Col 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.(KJV)

 

<opentext> Operating within the law of faith, so that the operation of God may continue in one's life. 

 

<opentext> Col 3:3:1 IF THEN you have been raised with Christ [to a new life, thus sharing His resurrection from the dead], aim at and seek the [rich, eternal treasures] that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. [Ps 110:1.] 2 And set your minds and keep them set on what is above (the higher things), not on the things that are on the earth. 3 For [as far as this world is concerned] you have died, and your [new, real] life is hidden with Christ in God. AMP

 

<opentext> One has to remain risen with Him. Our mind set on, focused in and on those things which are above. Recognizing your new life, new family with Him, and not wanting to return to the old way of life and living.

<opentext> Not allowing the old ways to try to pull us off the strait and narrow path. Rather, walking in the newness of life, and setting the way and path that others too can follow.

 

<opentext> 1 Pet 4:1Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 2That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.  (KJV)

 

<opentext> Arm yourselves with the same mind [having the mind of Christ] so that one is not able to be pulled or swayed by the lusts or desires of the lower nature [the flesh] but maintaining your walk on the strait and narrow path by hearing and obeying the leading and guidance of His Spirit.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: KJV

 

<opentext> Do you see yourself in the likeness of His resurrection? Are you able to truly see yourself risen with Him?

<chosen> yes  <helpmate> yes  <davek> yes  <at-peace> yes

<opentext> Living and walking in that newness of life. Being able to see ourselves as His children, seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. Knowing that the Father will withhold no good thing from us, but will supply all of our need that is essential for maintaining our fellowship with Him.

<opentext> Today, will you remain risen with Him? Will you continue your walk in that newness of life that is only in Christ? Only you can make this decision, this choice.
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