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24 February 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for the bread of life, and living water that you have set before us this moment, and thank you for it through Christ Jesus our Lord and saviour…

<opentext> today and tomorrow are the last 2 days we will be covering the topic of the mystery.....so for any of you that want to study it further...you can find the series at the web site under...everyone likes a good mystery. "Ask and it shall be given thee."  When we ask  Father for  salvation, it is the gift of God that is freely given unto us.   Then, it says that we are to, "seek and you shall find."  However, what  is it  that you are looking for?

<now-faith> what we have received in that salvation

<shama> all that is available to me thru Christ

<opentext> Col 2:2-3 assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (KJV)

<at-peace> seek that which as been given to us... what we have  inherited of God through Christ

<opentext> In the fourth chapter of John, we see and hear the  conversation that Jesus Christ is having with the Samaritan woman.  What we fail to observe many times as we look at this portion of scriptures, is the full humanity of Jesus of Nazareth.  Note in verse

 six, "Jesus therefore being wearied." any here besides me ever get a bit wearied?

<LaoShi> sure!

<renewed> yes

<now-faith> yes, often

<help-fish> yes

<at-peace> i do

<shama> yes

<diligently> i do yes

<kenny> yes

<opentext> The spirit is willing, but the flesh gets weary.  Just as much study is weariness to the flesh. In seeking what Father has for us, it will not always be a pleasant task, nor always be pleasing to the flesh.  Many times it will be quite tedious to the flesh. Do you always **feel** like studying the Word for Father's approval?

<now-faith> no

<shama> not always

<help-fish> no

<ready2> no

<kenny> no

<diligently> no not always

<opentext> And, many times when we study, as well as try to apply the Word to our life.....don't people accuse us of being holier than thou?

<now-faith> yes

<renewed> yes, sometimes

<at-peace> yes, at times they do

<disciple> sure do

<diligently> yes

<shama> yes

<opentext> And, most often the majority of the persecution will be from those that are playing church. They have the form of godliness, but deny the power of God. They are ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

<now-faith> wow, that is true

<opentext> What did the Samaritan woman observe as she saw this man that sat by the well, as she walked to Jacob's well?

<help-fish> that He was a Jew

<renewed> someone who looked physically tired and thirsty

<LaoShi> somebody lookin' for a drink

opentext> good answers....lets look a bit further.  Not only was he wearied, but also he talked with her, a Samaritan woman.  (We have to understand that the Samaritans and

 the Jews were not on good terms with each other.  Not only the fact that there was division between them, but that Jesus Christ should even speak to her, being she was a Samaritan woman). before we accepted Jesus Christ into out life as our Lord and saviour, didn't we feel much like this Samaritan woman?

<now-faith> yes

<disciple> yeh

<shama> yes

<renewed> yes, very much so

<help-fish> yes

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes

<kenny> yes

<ready2> sure

<opentext> We were all outcasts before we received the gift of God, salvation, through Jesus Christ.  We all wandered about at odd hours of the day or night to avoid criticism or harassment by others.  Yet, one day, we too, had a confrontation with the Lord, just as the

 Samaritan woman did.

<opentext> "Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God," (We were confronted with the same question.   Do you know the gift of God?  What is this free gift that Father wants to give to you?)  "and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water." (Rev. 22:1)

<opentext> How often is it, that we fail to drink of these living waters on a daily basis?

<now-faith> too often

<kenny> a lot

<diligently> not very

<disciple> much too often

<renewed> even not drinking one day is too often

<opentext> Many times...don't we just seek the Lord when we have problems, or things are not going quite the way we want?

<kenny> yes

<shama> yes we often do

<disciple> sometimes

<renewed> well, seek Him more earnestly then, anyway ....

<opentext> The woman could only see and hear in the physical realm.  All she could see and hear was a man that looked tired and weary, with no visible means to obtain that, which was required at that moment.

<now-faith> yes

<opentext> How often do w judge things by what the physical tells us, rather then walking by faith? Aren't we often like that woman, allowing the physical to rob that which Father has for us?

<renewed> yes, oftentimes

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes

<shama> oh yes

<disciple> yes

<opentext> How often is it that we question the very ability of ​the gift​ of God that we have received?

<disciple> i guess quite a bit

<shama> too often... as we doubt

<kenny> a lot at times

<diligently> not very.

<at-peace> often...learning though to trust and believe Him

<opentext> John 4:11-12 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water?  Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children,

 and his cattle?  (KJV).

<opentext> we will look at what the physical tries to dictate to us....we will look at what our senses tell us, rather then trusting in the Creator and giver of all life.  How often is God's answer very plain, and right in front of us?  Even when we see it plainly in front of us, it is not always the answer we want.  We are as this woman, looking to the physical, for that which can only be perceived and grasped spiritually!

<renewed> yes, not believing what the Word says for that particular

 situation

<at-peace> often

<diligently> yes

<opentext> do we always like the answer Father gives us?

<diligently> no

<shama> lol no

<now-faith> no

<help-fish> no

<at-peace> no

<ready2> no

<disciple> no

<renewed> no, even though we know it is the best answer

<kenny> no

<opentext> Then too, we do not always like the messenger that Father uses.....anybody but that person Lord!

<renewed> lol

<opentext> Are we as the woman at the well, having had five husbands, and still looking for Mr. Right?  Looking for the perfect building? Waiting for the pot of gold? 

<renewed> sure think so, in some of areas of my life anyway

<LaoShi> i like what you're saying ...

<diligently> yes

<opentext> We forget that we are the bride of Christ, (or should be) and the Lord is seeking out those that will be His.

<opentext> John 4:23-24  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.  (KJV).

<opentext> God is a spirit, and they that worship Him, must worship Him in Spirit and in truth.  Father seeks such to worship Him.  Yet, how many hear that it is to be​ in spirit and in truth​?

<shama> we don't see many doing that

<ready2> few

<at-peace> not many.. most are trying to fulfill it in the physical...dancing, singing....

we are to sing our praises to the Lord in our heart

<opentext> yes, many try to justify that which they do in the physical, and say they are pleasing God....and yet ignore that which the Word says

<opentext> Rom 8:13-14  For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  (KJV).


<opentext> Romans 8: 12-14  Therefore, brethren, it is not to our lower natures that

we are under obligation that we should live by their rule. For if you so live, death is near; but if, through being under the sway of the spirit, you are putting your old bodily habits to death, you will live. For those who are led by God's Spirit are, all of them,

 God's sons.(Weymouth)

<opentext> when we operate in and by the flesh, aren't we then being led by the lower nature? and all we can expect is death

<shama> yes

<renewed> yes

<at-peace> yes

<help-fish> yup

<^joseph^> yes

<diligently> yes

<now-faith> we can expect death because we have allowed the devil in to steal, kill and destroy?

<opentext> yes

<now-faith> ok

<opentext> So, we can see that we are to be led by the Spirit of God, if we are one of His.  If we remember though, those that worship Him must do it in Spirit, and in truth.  His Word is truth.

<diligently> yes

<opentext> so often we see people quoting this preacher or that preacher, this book or that book, but never the Word of God. Why is this?

<help-fish> they do not know what it says

<now-faith> tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine, seeking answers and understanding in the flesh

<shama> cuz they are looking to the flesh for all of their answers

<diligently> because they do not know it in there hearts

<renewed> well was wondering that myself, thinking about the number of years I read books about the Word, but never read the Word ...

<help-fish> they have not taken the time to study for themselves

<mizpah> they would be convicting themselves if they read the Word of God

<at-peace> they have not taken the time to know what the Word says for themselves

<opentext> all good answers. they have become imitators of people, rather then

 imitators of Christ

<opentext> 1 Cor 11:1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Paul saw that his job was to point people to Father through Jesus Christ...not build up a following for himself. How often is it that we loose sight of this?

<diligently> often

<help-fish> whenever we let the flesh get in the way

<renewed> can be quite often, especially if people start looking to you for answers

<now-faith> speaking great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration

<mizpah> too often

<opentext> good answers. yes, many times we are moved by the eloquence of

 men's speech

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:1  And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. (KJV)

<opentext> remember, testimony in that verse is from the Greek word for mystery

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> larry we can read Fathers word all day long ,but if we stay in our flesh. it is of no value to us, right?

<opentext> exactly Judy...if it is only the written word on the page...it is of no value to us...it has to be written in and on the heart, and then become a real way of life for us

<diligently> yes

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:1  And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. (KJV)

<opentext> We read this verse, but most do not hear what Father is saying to us.  What is the testimony of God?  If we go to the Greek, we will see that it is the same word, that every place else is translated mystery. So, what we can see and hear Paul saying here, is that with all of his earthly training and education that it came to no avail to him, as he presented them with the mystery of the Gospel.  For from the beginning, the testimony or mystery of God, is His Word. And we all know, (or should know), that Christ is the

 Word of God manifest in the flesh.

<at-peace> Christ in you, the hope of glory

<opentext> We often times look to man as our teacher. But we have to remember, that no matter who are what the vessel is that Father is using, it is still the Spirit of God that is our teacher. It is the Spirit of God that will lead us and guide us into all truth! Do not forget though, that for one to be led, they have to be willing!

<now-faith> if we are looking to man as our teacher and also for approval, we are in for a fall

<opentext> exactly michie

<opentext> Gal 1:10-12 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.
For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<diligently> and that is easy to unless you start learning the truth

<opentext> exactly judy

<diligently> the churches teach us to do just that.

<opentext> note that Paul says very plainly...that if he pleased man...he would not be the servant of Christ! yet....don't most try to please man? don't they try to say the words that will tickle their ears, as well as the pocketbooks?

<shama> yes

<at-peace> yes

<mizpah> yeh

<^joseph^> yes

<diligently> yes

<now-faith> yes, whatever is pleasing to their senses

<opentext> All to often, our faith is built upon the wisdom and power of man.  (1 Cor. 2:4-5).  Our faith should be in the wisdom and power of God.  (1 Cor. 1:24).  We need to seek Father's wisdom in all that we say and do.  Yet, the majority of the time, this is not the case in and among the church.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery,

even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto

our glory: (KJV)

<opentext> In this verse, we hear Paul quite clearly state, that those that are serving the risen saviour, speak the wisdom of God in a mystery.  Yet, for all that is openly put for before us, the majority remain blind and ignorant to the truth of God's Word. (His people perish for lack of knowledge.  His people are brought into captivity, because they do not seek the truth of His Word).  Most are seeking the signs and wonders in the physical.

  Just as the Samaritan woman was looking for physical water.  For she could only see the flesh before her. Most want God to prove Himself to them.  Just as the children of Israel did. Yet, they were told the only sign that they would be given, was that as of Jonah.  (Matt. 12:39-41, Matt. 16:4, Luke 11:29).  How many of you are seeking signs in the physical to confirm your spiritual relationship with Father?

<renewed> would like to say not me ... but have to question myself if there aren't areas I am

<disciple> not as far as i know

<ready2> desire to let the peace of God rule in heart

<shama> I am learning to not do that  any more now

<^joseph^> learning again

<diligently> yes me also

<opentext> we all struggle in that area from time to time.....we all sin and fall short of the glory of God....but the righteous man (Christ is our righteousness) arises...asks Father for forgiveness, and set his eyes again on the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in

 Christ Jesus. Many seek wisdom, but it is the wisdom of this world

 that they seek.   And as such, they seek to follow those that have amassed followings by great swelling words.  They impress people with eloquent words and flowing or fancy robes.  With the soothing words, they build monuments to themselves, and then say; "look what we have done for God".   Yet, they have no working knowledge of the mystery of God! 

<opentext> How many of you are bartering with God?

<renewed> ouch!

<now-faith> bartering?

<diligently> ?

<shama> bartering?

<^joseph^> ouch

<help-fish> not us

<opentext> like...lets make a deal God...you do this for me...then i will do what you ask.

<now-faith> don't believe so

<shama> hmmm!! can sometimes rise up in our flesh

<disciple> not me

<diligently> not that i'm aware of

<opentext> This day, today, whose wisdom will you seek?

<help-fish> Father's!

<shama> Father's wisdom is all i need

<^joseph^> Father's

<opentext> we will close here for today...any questions from today...i know we covered a lot

<help-fish> Father and I are a majority....He is all i need

<opentext> very good participation today

<disciple> really good study today

