Friday Morning

Dec. 19th
<opentext> Father, we come before you throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and savior. We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher this day, that we would hear that which you have for us…the daily bread that we have need of to sustain us this day. 

<opentext> We thank you Father, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us…..and we give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord, brother and mediator………

<opentext> let us open our hearts and minds to your Word this day Father...that we would live this day for your glory

<^^Stowe^^> amen

<opentext> Eph 6:12, For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (KJV)

<opentext> we have to know who are enemy is

<opentext> One of the first things that I would like you to be aware of is the training of bank tellers to spot phony money. They are taught to go over and over the real thing, again and again, so that their  eyes will be able to spot the inconsistencies of the counterfeit. 

<opentext> Even now with the new bills that are being produced with a thread that can only be seen with the proper lighting. How illuminated with the Word of God, Jesus Christ is you eyes?

<opentext> it is the truth that sets us free......

<opentext> many people spend all of their time studying the cults and occults....

<opentext> and this is not what will set us free

<opentext> We do not wrestle against flesh and blood! Yet, many of us are quick to be drawn into battles in the realm of the flesh. The armor that is given to all that will receive, is a spiritual tool. So why do we so often try to use them in the flesh?

<^^Stowe^^> because we don't know how to use them spiritually ...

<mizpah> We forget that Father has already won

<^^Stowe^^> we don't know what our spiritual rights are ...

<opentext> even here...we at times want to get drawn into do battle with the people here...rather then putting the Word on the scene

<opentext> yes...very good answers

<opentext> and all correct

<opentext> 2 Cor 10:3-6, 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. (KJV)

<opentext> but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;

<opentext> it is through Christ...the Word of God...that we can do *all* things

<opentext> not a some or a few...but ALL

<opentext> notice in the above verse...casting down imaginations

<opentext> how does temptation come?

<^^Stowe^^> sometimes sight, and then through our minds, we think abut it ...

<mizpah> imagination...what we want 

<mizpah> or what we would like to do

<opentext> we may see it first

<^^Stowe^^> yes... and we entertain the thought ...

<mizpah> exactly

<opentext> but remember...it said we wrestle not against flesh and blood

<mizpah> the we are pulled into sin when we act on it

<opentext> James 1:13-16

<opentext> 13Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:

<opentext> 14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.

<opentext> 15Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

<opentext> 16Do not err, my beloved brethren.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.

<opentext> lust starts in the imagination

<opentext> this is where every temptation starts

<^^Stowe^^> right, if the lust wasn't there to begin with, even if we saw it .. it wouldn't tempt us ...

<opentext> it is when the mind starts to swell on it

<opentext> correct stowe

<opentext> as I tell men all the time

<opentext> it is not the first look at a woman that is wrong

<opentext> it is when they get whiplash that the temptation starts

<mizpah> but if we keep our thoughts focused on Father, that focus a great tool to resist temptation

<^^Stowe^^> :-)

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 2:14

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 2:14) -- Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savoir of his knowledge by us in every place.

<opentext> which always causeth us to triumph in Christ,

<^^Stowe^^> so if we fill our thoughts with the Word, there is no room for other thoughts

<opentext> exactly

<mizpah> and when they try to come in, The Word crowds them out

<opentext> Jesus of Nazareth, always heard and obeyed the Spirit of Christ

<opentext> this is the example He set for us to have victory

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:2-4, 2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? (KJV)

<opentext> Christians who have not seen the mystery of the gospel

<opentext> are still on the milk of the Word

<mizpah> nope

<opentext> they are led by the flesh

<mizpah> they may be, but I am not

<mizpah> :)

<opentext> For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife

<opentext> this is why thee is so much strife and division out there

<opentext> they think they have the answers, and the veil of the flesh is still over their eyes

<^^Stowe^^> kinda sad isn't it

<mizpah> Carnal meaning walking in the flesh and not the Spirit, right?

<opentext> very. we have to remember, that the Lord Himself said the last days would be as the days of Noah

<opentext> correct miz

<opentext> we forget how many righteous were aboard the ark

<mizpah> it is very sad...that most are satisfied with their carnal state

<^^Stowe^^> or that they spend more time learning about their doctrines instead of the Word :(

<opentext> they have not been taught anything else...and since we are such a minority....they think we are but another cult

<opentext> yes stowe

<opentext> so instead of knowing who there enemy is...they battle one another over denominations

<opentext> we had a very good example of that right after you left last night stowe

<mizpah> that's right

<^^Stowe^^> yes, with the person who wanted to talk about Calvinism?

<opentext> yes

<opentext> and then we had  a lady that wanted to understand her salvation clearer

<^^Stowe^^> yeah, I didn't want to hang around ... I know far to much about it already ..

<opentext> and he wanted to argue, instead of helping this lady have a clearer understanding of who she is in Christ

<opentext> the boot won

<^^Stowe^^> :-)

<mizpah> he rejected the Word, and wanted man's word instead of God's

<opentext> the feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace

<opentext> We have to be able to recognize the enemy for who and what he is. A soldier when going into battle not only has to know the strength and weaknesses of the enemy, but also the terrain in which he is fighting. Without this knowledge, the soldier is at an immediate disadvantage.

<opentext> Father, through Paul, is quick to point out to us that the war that is being waged is in the battleground of our mind. The prize or objective being, to see who will control the spirit man; the forces of darkness, or that of the Light. This is anyone or anything that places itself before the knowledge of God. Are your thoughts being held captive by the Word of God?

<mizpah> ?

<^^Stowe^^> that's why we are told to meditate on the Word day and night ... so they can be

<opentext> Are your thoughts being held captive by the Word of God?

<mizpah> ?

<opentext> yes , exactly stowe

<opentext> first thing on our mind when we get up, and the last thing on it when we go to sleep

<opentext> John 8:31-32, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (KJV)

<opentext> If ye continue in my word, then 

<opentext> notice...IF....THEN

<opentext> only IF we continue in His Word

<opentext> then we are His disciples

<opentext> then we will know the truth

<opentext> then the truth will set us free

<opentext> His Word is truth..Jn 17:17

<opentext> @Romans 8:37

<opentext> @read Romans 8:37

<Chatbot> (Romans 8:37) -- Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

<opentext> we are more than conquerors through him

<opentext> as soon as we think we can do it...we are in trouble...vain imaginations

<opentext> Isa 54:17, No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD. (KJV)

<opentext> note...NO weapon

<opentext> against who?

<^^Stowe^^> against us!

<Kapoo4JC> amen

<opentext> he servants of the LORD..........their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD

<opentext> as long as we maintain our relationship with Father through Jesus Christ....NO weapon formed against us shall prosper

<^^Stowe^^> can I share something?

<opentext> sure

<^^Stowe^^> When we were children, there were 12 of us ... my father always made a statement that was incredibly hurtful ...

<^^Stowe^^> It was "Was it my fault every time I unzipped my pants your mother got pregnant ...

<^^Stowe^^> I was raised to believe, I was never wanted, just an act of lust ...

<^^Stowe^^> But one day I was reading the Bible, in John 1:12& 13 and the Lord showed me the lie I was believing ...

<^^Stowe^^> That it wasn't because of my father I lived but because of the Father ... :-)

<^^Stowe^^> I was set free from that lie!

<opentext> PTL

<opentext> Isa 44:2

<opentext> 2Thus saith the LORD that made thee, and formed thee from the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen.

<opentext> (KJV)

<^^Stowe^^> but had I NOT been reading and meditating on the Word, I still might be in bondage to the lie

<opentext> yes sis, exactly

<opentext> the truth...that you are special to God...set you free

<opentext> Without being aware of the enemy and his devices, we can be susceptible to ambush at any time. Unless we are rooted and grounded in His Word, there is no way that we can spot the enemy's deceptions. One must remember, that the devil plays by no rules!

<opentext> John 10:10-11, 10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Pet 5:8-10, 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. 10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. (KJV)

<opentext> Whom resist stedfast in the faith,

<opentext> @read Romans 10:17

<Chatbot> (Romans 10:17) -- So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

<opentext> In any of the kinds of games that we play in this world, there are always things that are hidden that are designed to deter us from winning the game. 

<opentext> Often times these can be hidden clues, or instructions that are omitted until you get so far in the game. 

<opentext> In the Word, Father has hidden nothing from us. It is all within His Word for our information, once we have accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and savior. The only thing that can hinder us is the devil and his workers, and that can only happen when we fail to study for Father’s approval. Once we see the mystery of Christ, there is nothing else that can be hidden from you.

<opentext> For us, at stake is the eternity of our spirit being. We are not battling flesh and blood as most of the world seems to think. If you are drawn into the realm of the flesh to do battle, you will end up a loser!

<opentext> For us, at stake is the eternity of our spirit being. We are not battling flesh and blood as most of the world seems to think. If you are drawn into the realm of the flesh to do battle, you will end up a loser!

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:12

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:12) -- For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

<opentext> but against principalities,

<opentext> what are principalities?

<^^Stowe^^> I often think of them as levels of government ... 

<opentext> lowest level...exactly

<opentext> 746  arche (ar-khay');principalities; from 756; (properly abstract) a commencement, or (concretely) chief (in various applications of order, time, place, or rank):  KJV-- beginning, corner, (at the, the) first (estate), magistrate, power, principality, principle, rule.

<opentext> the lowest rank of the devils workers

<opentext> we have to always remind ourselves what Jesus Christ ahs done for us

<opentext> Col 2:14-15, 14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. (KJV)

<opentext> note verse 15

<opentext> He spoiled principalities and powers

<^^Stowe^^> Christ exposed them for what they were 

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> 1 Pet 3:21-22,  by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him. (KJV)

<opentext> As long as we operate in Christ Jesus, we have the victory. We also have to remember that no problem is too big or too small to bring before Father.

<mizpah> amen

<opentext> @read Hebrews 4:16

<Chatbot> (Hebrews 4:16) -- Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

<opentext> if we do not know Christ...how can we go boldly before the throne of grace?

<mizpah> not at all

<^^Stowe^^> we can't ... at least I know I sure couldn't ... I'd be too guild ridden, think I'd be struck dead

<^^Stowe^^> guilt

<opentext> Col 3:1-3, 1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. (KJV)

<opentext> notice all the rights made plain to the believer in those verses

<opentext> if we are in Christ...where is the enemy?

<^^Stowe^^> mercy, grace, help in time of troubles

<mizpah> Away from us

<^^Stowe^^> well he is around, but he is not affecting us

<opentext> Heb 10:11-14

<opentext> 11And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:

<opentext> 12But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;

<opentext> 13From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.

<opentext> 14For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 22:44

<opentext> 44The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool?

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> Jesus Christ has already defeated the enemy

<opentext> as long as we stay in Him.. we have the victory

<opentext> the moment we try it on our own...we have now entered the realm of vain imaginations

<opentext> we try to exalt ourselves against the knowledge of God

<^^Stowe^^> yes...

<opentext> Each of us has to remember where our focus has to stay if we are to be victorious in Christ! It is something that we need to be mindful of each day of our walk towards home, not just when it appears that the attacks are starting.

<opentext> - For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

<^^Stowe^^> that's why if we feed on the Word each day it is easier to keep focussed

<opentext> what are the powers mentioned here?

<opentext> Shalom michie....exactly stowe

<mizpah> it just says powers, there.

<opentext> 1849  exousia- powers; 1) power of choice, liberty of doing as one pleases, 

<opentext> permission  2) physical and mental power,  the ability or strength with which one is endued, which he either possesses or exercises  3) the power of authority (influence) and of right (privilege)  4) the power of rule or government (the power of him whose will and commands must be submitted to by others and obeyed)  a) universally,  authority over mankind  b) the leading and more powerful among created beings superior to man, spiritual potentates.

<opentext> 1) power of choice, liberty of doing as one pleases,

<NowFaithIs> hmm...we wrestle not against the power of choice?

<opentext> if we stay in Christ......there is no wrestling match

<opentext> It is always our choice whether we listen to words of faith or fear! The key is, where do your words have you hanging out? Do you trust more in the lies of the devil, or in the truth of God’s Word? Is this why most never study the Word of God themselves, so that if something goes wrong, they can blame someone else for their problems? Do you stand approved before Father?

<opentext> their are only 2 realms...faith or fear

<sandy> there is always a war between your spiritual and natural self. Is there not?

<opentext> yes sandy...exactly

<^^Stowe^^> there wouldn't be if we are "dead in Christ", meaning if we are so fully immersed in Christ .. would there be?

<opentext> faith comes by hearing the Word of God.....fear comes by hearing the words of the devil

<opentext> exactly stowe

<opentext> as we stayed renewed in the Word......is when we have the victory

<opentext> think of when we find ourselves in trouble...where has our mind been dwelling?

<^^Stowe^^> always on the negative for me <G>

<mizpah> on self

<NowFaithIs> on the things of this world

<NowFaithIs> the worries and cares of this world

<opentext> exactly....when we are NOT focused on the Word.....

<opentext> all these things that cause us to take our eyes off of Christ

<NowFaithIs> all the devil has to do is get our eyes off of the Word, in whatever way...and he has us

<opentext> exactly michie....why do you think he fights the Christian so hard on study time?

<^^Stowe^^> so we won't know what are rights are in Christ!

<opentext> why do you think he causes so much problems at the evening Bible studies

<NowFaithIs> he is definitely attacking me especially this week and my family

<mizpah> to keep our eyes and minds focused on other things except the Word

<opentext> exactly....he will always come against our weakest point

<^^Stowe^^> I know that well :-)

<opentext> this is why it is so important for us to hear Father on what He wants us to work on...not what others tell us

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:4, In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> :-)

<opentext> notice...blinded the *minds*

<sandy> So does God choose who he would have to worship him?

<^^Stowe^^> yes ... indicates many

<NowFaithIs> for Father has not given us the spirit of fear but of *sound mind*

<opentext> @read john 4:23

<Chatbot> (john 4:23) -- But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

<opentext> @read john 4:24

<Chatbot> (john 4:24) -- God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

<opentext> sandy......those that worship Father...must do it in spirit...Christ...and in truth   ...the Word

<NowFaithIs> He seeks such to worship Him...

<sandy> Unless one worship in spirit and truth, is it in vain?

<opentext> if we fit that description, we are able to go boldly before Father's throne

<opentext> sandy...correct...

<opentext> because then it is what we think God wants....not what Father asks of us

<opentext> sandy...does that help?

<mizpah> we tend to measure what we think God wants by our own desires

<sandy> How do we know the will of God for each individual?

<opentext> @read Galatians 1:4

<Chatbot> (Galatians 1:4) -- Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:

<NowFaithIs> check out what seek here means.......

<NowFaithIs> 2212  zeteo-

<NowFaithIs> 1) to seek in order to find 

<NowFaithIs> a) to seek a thing 

<NowFaithIs> b) to seek [in order to find out] by thinking, meditating, reasoning, to inquire into 

<NowFaithIs> c) to seek after, to seek for, to aim at, to strive after 

<NowFaithIs> 2) to seek, that is, to require, to demand, 

<NowFaithIs> to crave, to demand something from someone

<opentext> there is the will of God...in Galatians 1:4.......

<opentext> to deliver us from our sins, and the evil of this present world

<NowFaithIs> victory in Christ!!

<opentext> so anything that would lead us into sin...is not God's will for us

<opentext> anything that puts into bondage to the evil of this present world...is not God's will for us

<opentext> what is the root of all evil?

<NowFaithIs> love of money

<^^Stowe^^> greed

<mizpah> which equals lust for power

<NowFaithIs> 1 Tim 6:10

<NowFaithIs> 10For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

<opentext> exactly...the money=power of this world...becomes our focus instead of Father being our source

<NowFaithIs> (KJV)

NowFaithIs knows toooo many ppl of that mindset

<opentext> It is a sad thing to say, but most Christians have no idea who their enemy is, let alone how we are to do battle against him. Most have the tendency to do battle in the fleshly realm, and yet the battle is to control the mind. This is why it so important for us to talk (pray) to Father without ceasing. It has to be the first thing on our minds when we get up, span the whole day with us, and the last thing that we think of before we drift of to sleep.

opentext> 2 Cor 2:11, Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices. (KJV)

<opentext> what are devices?

<^^Stowe^^> tools or ways of doing things

<NowFaithIs> taking our eyes off the Word...

<Maria> that is referring to Satan’s traps...

<mizpah> distracting our thoughts from Father

<opentext> 3540  noema- devices; 1) a mental perception, a thought  2) an evil purpose  3) what thinks, the mind, thoughts or purposes.

<opentext> 3540  noema- devices; 1) a mental perception, a thought  2) an evil purpose  3) what thinks, the mind, thoughts or purposes.

<opentext> How do we become caught in this battle field? It is because we leave our first love. We would rather have the admiration of man, then we would that of Father. We become blind leaders of the blind, for our mind becomes renewed by everything but the Word of God.

<opentext> The devil has already been defeated, judged, and found guilty. He is awaiting the time for the sentence to be carried out; and is trying to deceive as many as possible to spend eternity with him, absent from the presence of God.

<opentext> How about you, do you know without any doubt in your heart whom you spend your time listening to? Remember, you have to take unto you, the whole armor of God.  No one can force it on you. Keep in mind, where and what the arena is that the battle takes place in. 

<opentext> What is on your mind today?  

<opentext> so we see the importance of keeping our mind renewed on the Word of God

<^^Stowe^^> wow, that's a good question to keep right up front

<opentext> exactly stowe

<opentext> Eph 6:13, Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. (KJV)

<opentext> think on these things @read Philippians 4:8

<opentext> @read Philippians 4:8

<Chatbot> (Philippians 4:8) -- Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

<NowFaithIs> what do you do if you have exercised your rights and authority and nothing seems to change?

<opentext> what a way to keep your mind renewed thinking on those listed in that verse

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 5:7

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 5:7) -- (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

<mizpah> something already changed when you exercised authority...you just don't see it.

<opentext> michie...let m ask you a question

<NowFaithIs> true

<NowFaithIs> k

<opentext> ahhh..very good miz

<mizpah> God don't have to tell you what He is doing...you just have to trust Him

<NowFaithIs> true true

<opentext> exactly...does Father sit within our realm of time?

<mizpah> nope

<^^Stowe^^> no ...

<NowFaithIs> so, once I have already exercised my rights and authority....then I just have to walk by faith that all is set?

<NowFaithIs> no

<NowFaithIs> regardless of what the physical says?

<opentext> exactly michie....if you say things have not changed...what have you in essence told God?

<mizpah> We walk by Spirit, not by flesh, don't we?

<opentext> yes miz

<NowFaithIs> that He is a liar? 

<opentext> yup

<^^Stowe^^> He can't change things ...

<NowFaithIs> :-/

<mizpah> physical means nothing if we are in Christ

<NowFaithIs> also too, I guess I am assuming that He will do things the way I think they should be done

<opentext> the moment we look at what the physical says...we have removed our eyes from the spiritual

<NowFaithIs> true

<NowFaithIs> grrrr

<opentext> exactly michie

<NowFaithIs> what a pain that creep is

<opentext> what is that verse you like..His ways are not our ways

<mizpah> He already knows how it is going to end, you don't...so He knows how to answer your request to Him

<NowFaithIs> aaah yes!

<NowFaithIs> that is true miz

<^^Stowe^^> but what do you tell people when they say things haven't changed, and it's due to Your lack of faith?

<NowFaithIs> these are the things that I know...yet I seem to "forget" them at times like this...ya know?

<opentext> say nothing

<opentext> stowe...unless it is the truth they seek...do you owe any other answer to man?

<^^Stowe^^> good point!

<NowFaithIs> wowow...real good point, Larry

<opentext> owe no man anything but love...what is God's love?

<mizpah> Truth

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> if I withhold the truth from them I have not loved them as God has loved the world

<NowFaithIs> what if there are times that you should say nothing?

<opentext> if I can caught up in their garbage...I don't love them...because I have aided them in missing the truth

<NowFaithIs> like you said, if it is not the truth they seek

<opentext> study to be quiet

<NowFaithIs> hmmm

<opentext> @read 1peter 3:15

<Chatbot> (1peter 3:15) -- But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

<NowFaithIs> seems I always need this pep talk right before going to NY!!

<opentext> unless we are asked of the hope that is in us....what can we say?

<NowFaithIs> nothing

<^^Stowe^^> so if we are not being asked about the hope that is within us, then we are probably not displaying that hope?

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> correct stowe

<NowFaithIs> and many times, displaying that hope IS when we are quiet

<opentext> correct

<mizpah> But, that doesn't mean that they will ask after a set period of time.

<opentext> the flesh always wants to have an answer for everything

<opentext> our example...may stir them to ask someone else down the road

<mizpah> Some may ask sooner than others...some people may wait years before they ask....right?

<opentext> our example...may stir them to ask someone else down the road

<NowFaithIs> yes, miz, I can think of a few ppl that Father used to influence my questions years later

<opentext> we are just to be faithful

<NowFaithIs> my jr.high prom date for one!!!

<NowFaithIs> <thought he was a born again wacko!!>

<opentext> I DON'T have all the answers...but I do know Someone who does

<mizpah> amen

<opentext> this is the key...learning to share only the things that are real and alive in our lives

<^^Stowe^^> yes

<mizpah> learning to share only the things that

<mizpah> are real and alive in our lives...they won't ask if we are as miserable as they are

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> although...misery does love company

<mizpah> Father doesn't love misery, though

<opentext> @read Romans 16:17

<Chatbot> (Romans 16:17) -- Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.

<opentext> @read Romans 16:18

<Chatbot> (Romans 16:18) -- For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.

<mizpah> boy!  Have I been simple for many years...Now I am in Christ

<opentext> amen miz

<^^Stowe^^> I'm always being accused at work for being too quiet, but I really have trouble entering into idle chat ... and its silliness sometimes

<opentext> your actions make them uncomfortable...it is called conviction

<mizpah> The more you grow, the less idle chatter you'll be a part of

<opentext> they want you to lower yourself to their level

<opentext> we have to remember where we are seated

<opentext> @read Ephesians 2:6

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 2:6) -- And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

<opentext> if we stay there...we won't get caught up in the idle chatter

<opentext> @read Matthew 12:36

<Chatbot> (Matthew 12:36) -- But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.

<^^Stowe^^> yes, and this year since I committed to try to live by Philippians 4:8, I've really find myself speaking less and less .. 

<mizpah> @read Philippians 4:8

<Chatbot> (Philippians 4:8) -- Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

<opentext> the more we know Christ...the less we will have to say

<opentext> 1 Tim 6:13

<opentext> 13I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession;

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> how much did Jesus Christ speak before pilate

<^^Stowe^^> he said nothing ... 

<opentext> :-)

<opentext> and how does Paul describe it?

<opentext> describe

<^^Stowe^^> as a good confession

<opentext> :-)

<^^Stowe^^> wow, that's amazing!

<opentext> the Word has all the answers...if we will but listen

