19 September 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> Father with thankful hearts to you we come to learn and fellowship in your truth this day, knowing that you provide all that we are in need of in order to maintain our relationship with you. we thank you for your love and for your faithfulness, we pray that we will keep you our primary focus this day through Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 14:1-3, 1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. (KJV)

 

<opentext> In the preceding chapters, Paul talked about how we were to allow the character of Christ to develop within us, and how to allow that character of Christ to shine forth from us. Now Paul is talking to us about how we are to respond when people are drawn to the character of Christ within us. For a moment, also consider Saturdays Food for thought, how that Jesus Christ blazed that trail for us, and how we also were drawn to His character. What was it that drew you to Him? Why did you become so inquisitive about Him?

<chosen> His love for me through His plan of salvation

<at-peace> the desire to have peace and contentment in my life

<opentext> Even as we read the gospels, and are able to observe His life, we are able to see how He stayed on this path that the Father prescribed for Him, and He did not deter from this path.

<opentext> Now, even though we can see that the people were drawn to Him because of the signs and wonders that followed to Word, it was also that love that was manifest that was beyond anything that they had seen or encountered before. That peace and contentment that He had in His life that they saw in so few others.

<opentext> And then there was also that confidence that Jesus Christ showed them in His relationship with the Father. Would you say that this also is what drew you to Him?

<chosen> yes His love is pure, like no man's love

<opentext> Now, when you were drawn to Him, and came to Him, did He make all kinds of demands of you and from you, before you could begin to follow Him?

<at-peace> no    <chosen> no

<opentext> So you were received into the body of Christ just as you were at that time. And then as your understanding began to grow and develop within Him, then He asked more of you and from you. But, at every intersection, weren't you also given a choice in whether you wanted to continue along?

<chosen> yes every moment is a personal choice to do what He asks

<at-peace> am sure i was, just don't recall exactly, what i do recall is the desire to continue with Him

 

<opentext> Eph 3:8-9, 8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: KJV

 

<opentext> So, what you might say, is that you were drawn to the fellowship of the mystery? That you were able to see this in the life of Jesus Christ, and now wanted to find out how to be a partaker of this fellowship?

<chosen> i wanted to partake of all that He had for me, and continue to daily

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> What happened though, if you were to try to seek out an understanding of this mystery from those who were outside of this fellowship?

<chosen> it is only thru God's revelation through His Holy Spirit that we gain an understanding, not through any man

<opentext> So this faith [the Message documenting this relationship, fellowship] then had to be continued in, within the parameters that God had set, for it to be able to continue in one's life?

<at-peace> yes, without faith it is impossible to please Him  <chosen> yes

<opentext> So then when we were received into "this faith", one had to believe and hold fast then to this documentation of this fellowship [mystery] of this new relationship with the Father by and through Christ?

<chosen> only by continuing in His Word are we free indeed   <at-peace> yes

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:2-3, 2 Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men: 3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. KJV

 

<opentext> So just as we saw this e[istle that was written in the heart and life of Jesus Christ, which drew us to Him; this likewise is what Paul is talking with us about here in these opening verses of this chapter of Romans, and how we are to allow this documentation of the mystery to draw people to the love of God which has been shed abroad in our hearts.

<opentext> And the same love, mercy and compassion that He showed to us, is what we are to allow to be manifest within our life, for all to see.
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