19 May 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, this time that we can come boldly before you by and through Christ Jesus, to receive of you that which we have need of this day that will sustain us. As we continue our journey, let us be mindful that you are our sustaining force and to maintain that attitude of gratitude for all that you have granted to us through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 7:14 We know that the Law is spiritual; but I am a creature of the flesh [carnal, unspiritual], having been sold into slavery under [the control of] sin. 15 For I do not understand my own actions [I am baffled, bewildered]. I do not practice or accomplish what I wish, but I do the very thing that I loathe [which my moral instinct condemns]. AMP

 

<opentext> The battle between the lower nature, and the divine nature, to see which will control our life. As long as the lower nature, or carnal nature is in control, one will do those things that are contrary to the divine nature [the will of God]. And if one does not keep their heart and mind renewed by and through His Word, then that battle will continue to rage, to see which nature will be in control. So, how is it that one is then able to overcome this dilemma?

<disciple> by keeping their mind renewed in the Word...resist the devil and he will flee

<disciple> staying in partnership with Father, we can overcome any temptation

 

<opentext> We know that the Lord tells us that we can search the scriptures thinking that one will find eternal life, but this in not the answer or solution, if one does not comprehend who it is that these scriptures testify. So then what is it that one needs to see and hear that the scriptures will be of any benefit, as we know the Word tells us that man can only survive by every word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God?

<disciple> we need to know the mystery...the very foundation of the Word...Jesus Christ, our mediator

<chosen> the revelation of Christ and who we are in Him

 

<opentext> Very good answers. We need to know who it is that these scriptures testify, as they lay out God's purpose and plan for those who choose to hear His Word, and adhere to it.

 

<opentext> Eph 3:3-6, 3[And] that the mystery (secret) was made known to me and I was allowed to comprehend it by direct revelation, as I already briefly wrote you. 4 When you read this you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ. 5[This mystery] was never disclosed to human beings in past generations as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles (consecrated messengers) and prophets by the [Holy] Spirit. 6[It is this:] that the Gentiles are now to be fellow heirs [with the Jews], members of the same body and joint partakers [sharing] in the same divine promise in Christ through [their acceptance of] the glad tidings (the Gospel). AMP

 

<opentext> One has to not only learn of whom these scriptures testify, but then one also has to come to a realization of how one causes them to become active in their life. That is, to become an active participant of His divine nature [Christ in you, the hope, the assurance of glory].

 

<opentext> Now one has to remember how it was that Paul started this letter: Rom 1:1-5 1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,

2(Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) 3Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; 4And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: 5By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name:  (KJV)

 

<opentext> Knowing and understanding who Jesus Christ is [the child born, and the Son given], so that one is able to see and understand how it is that God's promise to them is obtained, and then put into operation within their life. One can memorize all of Paul's writings on the mystery, but will this cause the Word to be alive within a person?

<disciple> no    <chosen> no

 

<opentext> What does it then take, for the Word to become alive and real for a person?

<disciple> not just being a hearer of the Word, but a doer...applying it to one's life, living the Word, and abiding in Father in all things…following the example that Jesus Christ led

<chosen> an intimate relationship with Father through Christ…loving Him because He first loved us

 

<opentext> Ok. But, then how does one become a doer of the Word? Is one able to learn it from someone else? Does it come by osmosis or some other process such as that?

<disciple> only by revelation from Father...without Him, we are blind, wandering aimlessly

<chosen> allowing the Spirit of Christ within us to lead us in doing all that Father asks of us, because we love Him

 

<opentext> It is by revelation, when one sincerely seeks God for that understanding of His Word, in order to establish a deep and sincere relationship with Him, as Paul shows us here in these verses... Gal 1:11-12, 11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

<opentext> As well as one can explain the mystery of Godliness, and expound the scriptures concerning the mystery; of becoming an active participant of His divine nature, it will all be for nought, if one does not receive revelation from the Father concerning His Son.

 

<opentext> Rom 7:14 We know that the Law is spiritual; but I am a creature of the flesh [carnal, unspiritual], having been sold into slavery under [the control of] sin. 15 For I do not understand my own actions [I am baffled, bewildered]. I do not practice or accomplish what I wish, but I do the very thing that I loathe [which my moral instinct condemns]. AMP

 

<opentext> So we can see then the point that Paul is trying to get across to us here in these scriptures, that when one forgets who they are in Christ; that is, forget how to be that active participant in and of His divine nature, that inner conflict will begin to rage within the believer. This is why one is to be rooted and grounded in the truth, and not tossed to and from by every man made opinion or idea that blows through. But rather, abiding in Him. Remaining grafted into the Vine. One will not understand their own actions, when they allow the old nature to seize control in their life. It sounds simple, but yet if one does not remain rooted and grounded in the truth of His Word, how easily is it for one to become swayed or confused?

<chosen> very easy   <disciple> very easy

 

<opentext> The Law tell us that one should not speed. One will see road signs all over that show what the speed limit is. Yet, how often does one ignore the Law pertaining to that, even though they are constantly reminded of it?

<disciple> many do that

<chosen> most do when they're in a hurry

 

<opentext> Thus the Word shows us that which is pleasing to Father, and that which hinders or even breaks our fellowship with Him. Yet, if one does not hear  the Spirit behind that which is being given, won't they ignore that just as easily as they did the posted speed limit sign?

<disciple> yes   <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> How often does one get in a hurry with God? So much so, that they do not have the patience to hear His answer? Or, in so much of a hurry that they get way ahead of Him and His purpose and plan?

<disciple> we can all do that, if we do not see Him as an active partner in our life

<chosen> when the circumstances seem overwhelming to us

 

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity to bow to those things that Father has for you, or you can succumb to the cravings of the lower nature. The choice is yours, and yours alone.
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