19 January 2006 Thursday Bible study.

 

 
 <greg> Father we thank you this day for the assembling of the saints, that we are able to gather together and share the bread of life this day, and speak your words which are spirit and life giving to those that give ear to them, and allow your word to be a way of life by the example of our forerunner Jesus Christ Our Lord

 
<opentext> Rom 15:24, I hope to see you in passing [through Rome] as I go [on my intended trip] to Spain, and to be aided on my journey there by you, after I have enjoyed your company for a little while. AMP
 
<opentext> Now let us also remember just a bit earlier that Paul had stated that he would not preach where Christ had been named, nor to build upon another man's foundation. Yet, here we can see his desire to go to Rome. Now do you think that they had not heard of Jesus Christ there?
<greg> they heard man's interpretation of Him, but had not heard sound doctrine of Him
<helpmate> yes, i am sire they had heard the name
<opentext> So we can see then, how often times the scriptures can be grossly misinterpreted. Thus why the Word needs to be rightly divided by the Spirit of truth. Yet, how often is it that people will take man's word for what it says, rather the going to the Source?
<greg> many would rather hold man to be true, because they are not willing to endure sound doctrine, and miss the mark
<helpmate> for most, almost always...their word is all dust covered
<chosen> many do because they are too lazy to check it out for themselves
<opentext> And how often is it that people allow the lower nature (emotions) to have control over their lives, rather then sound judgment?
<greg> until one has trained themselves to be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to wrath as well, they will react in anger, and find out that the wrath of man does not work the righteousness of God
 <helpmate> for most, that is a way of life
 
<opentext> Rom 15:25-26, 25 But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. 26 For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. KJV
 
<opentext> And also consider this, that he was going to Jerusalem to minister as well, and we know that they had heard of Jesus Christ.
<opentext> Thus we can see why it is that we are to pray for all saints, and that we are to pray without ceasing. That we are to pray for the guidance and utterance that we can open our mouths boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, where ever one may be at.
<opentext> But how often is it that Christians get caught up in their own little world, and forget most of that which God has asked of them?
<helpmate> too often… sad but true
<greg> 2 Cor 3:5Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 6Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. (KJV)
<greg> many are still waiting for something else to happen in them, rather than realizing that Father has a ministry and open doors to speak the mystery no matter where they are at for those that are watching and praying always
<opentext> So we can see that Paul was thinking of all that he wanted to do for the gospels sake, but we can also see how the majority of the time that he waited to be led and guided by the Spirit.
 
<opentext> 1 Cor 10:23, All things are legitimate [permissible--and we are free to do anything we please], but not all things are helpful (expedient, profitable, and wholesome). All things are legitimate, but not all things are constructive [to character] and edifying [to spiritual life]. AMP
 
<opentext> 1 Cor 6:12, Everything is permissible (allowable and lawful) for me; but not all things are helpful (good for me to do, expedient and profitable when considered with other things). Everything is lawful for me, but I will not become the slave of anything or be brought under its power. AMP
 
<opentext> There are many things that we can do, but not all things are beneficial for our spiritual well being. Yet, how often does one take the time to pray and seek God's will in and for their life, before they do those things that they have set their mind to do?
<chosen> a continual choice, moment by moment we need to be listening so we don’t miss any vital instructions
<greg> it goes back to God can we do this? or Father is this your will that I would do this or that, rather than running to and fro and ending up in confusion, and for many blaming God for the outcome
<opentext> Paul had made plans to go to Jerusalem, and then to Spain by way of Rome. Yet, he did not have the realization of the work that God had for him to do at Rome, nor the fact that he might not get any further then there.
<opentext> How often is one content where they are at? Are they content in the proper sense, of where they are in their walk with the Lord this day?
<greg> Phil 4:12I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. (KJV)

<greg> with many they are content with where they are at, despite the fact that they have become lukewarm, with Paul he learned to be content knowing that He was doing Father's perfect will
 
<opentext> James 4:13-15, 13 Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: 14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. KJV
 
<opentext> One must remember who it is that we get our direction from. That each and every decision or choice that one makes can have implications in their relationship with Him. Hearing His voice today, so that we can successfully continue our journey this day.
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