19 February 2006 Sunday Food for thought!

 

Revelation 2:1-4 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: 3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. KJV

 

[I know thy works] For the eyes of the Lord are throughout the earth, beholding the evil and the good; and, being omnipresent, all things are continually open and naked before him. It is worthy of remark, that whatsoever is praiseworthy in any of these Churches is first mentioned; thereby intimating that God is more intent on finding out the good than the evil in any person or church; and that those who wish to reform such as have fallen or are not making sufficient advances in the divine life, should take occasion, from the good which yet remains, to encourage them to set out afresh for the kingdom of heaven. The fallen or backsliding who have any tenderness of conscience left are easily discouraged, and are apt to think that there is no seed left from which any harvest can be reasonably expected. Let such be told that there is still a seed of godliness remaining, and that it requires only watching and strengthening the things which remain, by prompt application to God through Christ, in order to bring them back to the full enjoyment of all they have lost, and to renew them in the spirit of their mind. (From Adam Clarke's Commentary)

  

[Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee] The clause should be read, according to the Greek, thus: But I have against thee that thou hast left thy first love. They did not retain that strong and ardent affection for God and sacred things which they had when first brought to the knowledge of the truth, and justified by faith in Christ.

(From Adam Clarke's Commentary)

 

            After time, people begin to take things for granted. That which was once treasured and valued, becomes a pain to then maintain. For example, if you had a nice setting of silverware; and when you first got it, it was the centerpiece for all occasions. It was shined and maintained and set out for all to see. But then as time went by, it became taken for granted, it took too much time and effort to keep cleaned and polished, so what became of it?

 

            So that is what each of us has to ask ourselves each day, where is God in my life today? Do you still have the same enthusiasm as when you first believed, or has some tarnish set in? Food for thought!
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