19 December 2005 Monday Bible study.

  

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship that you have prepared for us from the beginning to encourage and strengthen us to remain independent of the external circumstances holding you to be true keeping firm our profession of faith to your praise, honor, and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 15:7-8, 7 Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God. 8 Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers: KJV

 

<opentext> Receiving one another, as Christ has received us, to the glory of the Father. One seldom gives much thought to how and when Christ received us, when thinking about or considering receiving others.

<opentext> And one certainly does not think of making available to others, if entertaining receiving them, of making the same amount available to them, as Christ made available to us. Why is this?

<disciple> one should always receive another with the same grace and mercy as Father has shown us

<opentext> How often is it that one even remains mindful of all that Christ placed before you, the moment He received you? Could this be why Paul told Timothy to stir up the gift that was within him?

<disciple> yes

<at-peace> if one keeps their affection on things above they would be more mindful of all that Christ placed before them

<opentext> So we can see here then how Paul is telling us that we should receive others, when one has heard the Father's directions or counsel clearly. And just as Jesus Christ set an table before us in the presence of our enemies, this is the example that we too should follow after.

<opentext> But also notice how it continues here, that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision of the truth, to confirm the promises of God. Now we can all look at and observe the life that Jesus Christ lived, and see how the truth was presented.

<opentext> We can see how the promises of God were manifest and confirmed in and through the example of His life. How the truth kept Him free as He continued in it. How that as He maintained His standing with Father, how there was ample for all that He had need of, as well as an ample supply for all those who came to Him.

<opentext> Yet, all that we see available to Jesus Christ, how often does one believe that that same measure is there for themselves?

<disciple> most have the head knowledge, few have the faith or heart knowledge to believe that

<at-peace> when one walks by faith and not by sight holding God to be true

<opentext> What is impossible with and for man, is possible with God. Yet how often does on lean to their own understanding, rather then seeking out all that Father has made available to them?

<at-peace> when one allows the external circumstances to dictate rather than seeking the way of escape

<opentext> If all of a sudden 5,000 people showed up for dinner, how would you react? Would you have the confidence that since you knew that you were operating in His perfect will, that all that you had need of would be provided? Or, perhaps would panic enter in?

<at-peace> i pray that i would be confident in knowing that He would provide for the need... stepping out in faith, rather than allowing the circumstances to overtake me

<opentext> So we can see and somewhat comprehend what was made available to us by and through Christ Jesus. When observing from a distance we can see how He manifest and confirmed the promises of God. Yet, isn't it usually easier to believe these promises for someone else, rather then to accept them for ourselves?

<disciple> most times, yes

<opentext> And if we cannot accept them for themselves, can one then adequately present them to someone else?

<disciple> no

<at-peace> only in those area that they have been able to accept them for themselves otherwise it would not be out of His wisdom and understanding that one would be trying to present it to someone else

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us to work out our own salvation, with reverence and respect to and for God, so that one continues to build up and strengthen their relationship with Him, so that they can present a clearer portrayal of how God wants to work in each persons life, so in turn they can share or present this gift to others.

<opentext> It is as one continues to seek Him with all of their heart, that they then are able to be that vessel that can be used by Father, to present a clear picture of His promises made to man, and how they are manifest to us and through us as one lives a life that is pleasing to Him.

<opentext> Yet, how many really make the effort to find out all that this gift from God is able to do in one's life? How may after the initial introduction make a sincere effort to obtain all that this gift is able to d for them?

<at-peace> few

<disciple> not many
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