Bible Study Thursday 19 December 2002

Are you seeking the truth from God, or just some person’s opinion?

Jeremiah 29:13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. (KJV)

Any opinion is another way for leaven to enter. Why would a person want to listen to any counsel other than that from Father? Would one be as quick to give ear to opinions, if they always remembered that life and death are in the balance?

Acts 20:27-32 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. 32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. (KJV)

Acts 20:27-32 For I have not shrunk from declaring to you God's whole truth. 28 “Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock among which the Holy Spirit has placed you to take the oversight for Him and act as shepherds to the Church of God, which He has bought with His own blood. 29 I know that, when I am gone, cruel wolves will come among you and will not spare the flock; 30 and that from among your own selves men will rise up who will seek with their perverse talk to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be on the alert; and remember that, night and day, for three years, I never ceased admonishing every one, even with tears. 32 “And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace. He is able to build you up and to give you your inheritance among His people. (Weymouth translation)
[All the counsel of God.] All that God has determined and revealed concerning the salvation of man-- the whole doctrine of Christ crucified, with repentance toward God, and faith in Jesus as the Messiah and great atoning Priest. In <Isa. 9:6>, Jesus Christ is called the Wonderful Counselor, which the Septuagint translates, The messenger of the great counsel. To this the apostle may have referred, as we well know that this version was constantly under his eye. Declaring therefore to them the whole counsel of God, the whole of that counsel or design of God, was, in effect, declaring the whole that concerned the Lord Jesus, who was the messenger of this counsel. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
From out of your own assembly shall men arise, speaking perverse things, teaching for truth what is erroneous in itself, and perversive of the genuine doctrine of Christ crucified.

[To draw away disciples] To make schisms or rents in the church, in order to get a party to themselves. See, here, the cause of divisions in the church:

1. The superintendents lose the life of God, neglect the souls of the people, become greedy of gain, and, by secular extortions, oppress the people.

2. The members of the church, thus neglected, oppressed, and irritated, get their minds alienated from their rapacious pastors.

3. Men of sinister views take advantage of this state of distraction, foment discord, preach up the necessity of division, and thus the people become separated from the great body, and associate with those who profess to care for their souls, and who disclaim all secular views.

In this state of distraction, it is a high proof of God's love to his heritage, if one be found who, possessing the true apostolic doctrine and spirit, rises up to call men back to the primitive truth, and restore the primitive discipline. How soon the grievous wolves and perverse teachers arose in the churches of Asia Minor, the first chapters of the Apocalypse inform us. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
Today, are you following the truth, or opinions?
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