19 April 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

Father we thank you for this day and all that you have blessed us with and continue to reveal to us that which will encourage and strengthen each of us as we seek your wisdom and counsel in all things through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 12:6, Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; KJV

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:3, But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort. KJV

<opentext> Paul says, let us prophesy, according to our proportion of faith. So what do you think Paul means by our proportion of faith?

<disciple> the measure of faith that we were all given...as we have developed it...and learned from Father

<at-peace> for where we are at in our relationship with Father

<opentext> Where we [the individual] is at in our relationship with God, and a working knowledge of that which He has revealed to us.

<opentext> We are complete in Him. We are to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge so that we might be filled with all of the fulness of God. The more one seeks to strengthen their relationship with God, then the more that Father is able to reveal His Son within us, so that we then are able to live this example for all around us to see.

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:3, But [on the other hand], the one who prophesies [who interprets the divine will and purpose in inspired preaching and teaching] speaks to men for their upbuilding and constructive spiritual progress and encouragement and consolation. AMP

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that one thinks that they can be used by God to bring forth divine inspiration for those around them, just as say Jeremiah or Paul was used?

<disciple> never    <at-peace> when one is confident in their relationship with God 

<opentext> When one is confident in the work which He has begun within them, and the confidence and acknowledgement of His love to allow Him to continue the work.

<opentext> Now another thing to consider is that can one be content with however God wants to use them? [Think of it in this manner, that we can look at all that Paul was used to scribe, and then we can look at how little Jude was used to scribe.]

<disciple> yes...have matured to that point     <chosen> yes we should be

<at-peace> if one is seeking to please God with a sincere heart one would be content in how and where He would use them

<opentext> And what about if God only asked you to fetch the cloak and papers for Paul? Could you be content in that? [Consider if Paul had not received the instruments used for scribing.]

<disciple> sure...at least He trusts me enough to ask

<at-peace> when our focus is in the right place (in Christ), yes

<opentext> Let's think back to the analogy of the car again, and how there are so many parts within the car that are necessary to complete the journey. Yet, are all of those parts recognized and acknowledged all the time for their part in completing the journey?

<at-peace> should be, but no   <chosen> no   <disciple> no

<opentext> How often do people only think that they can be used by God, only if they are used as those who seem to be in the forefront [so to speak]?

<disciple> would rather not, actually...would rather have my reward in heaven, rather than here

<at-peace> many have that misconception and forget that even in the little things one is being effective for the body of Christ

<opentext> Look at it this way, when one looks at a car, they are drawn to that which is on the exterior, and will focus in and on those things that are pleasing to the eye. [Consider the hood ornament]. Yet, how often does one give thought to the hood latch, unless it is not working properly?

<at-peace> not very often if ever     <disciple> not much

<chosen> it's usually forgotten about until it is needed

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:3,  But when you proclaim his truth in everyday speech, you're letting others in on the truth so that they can grow and be strong and experience his presence with you. (from THE MESSAGE: )

<opentext> Proclaiming His truth in everyday speech, in our everyday actions, in all that we do each day. Or as Paul said the effectual communications of our faith. Does one often forget how effective even a smile at the proper time can be?

<disciple> at times...and sometime we don't want to smile, but still should

<chosen> no, it can be so important to just one person who needed that

<at-peace> sometimes hard to smile at someone that gives you the creeps so to speak

<opentext> So stop and contemplate a moment; do you give God every opportunity to use you? Or do you operate by preconceived notions at times as to when and how God can use you?

<chosen> sometimes we can limit Him from using us because of our attitude toward someone or some situation

<disciple> that is true

<at-peace> when i have not been operating in the right state of mind (mind of Christ) then my thinking has gotten in the way 

<opentext> Isa 55:11, So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. KJV

<opentext> Opening our mouth, our life to God and His Spirit, so that it is His Word, His will that proceeds forth to minister grace to the hearer. And as Jeremiah was told, not to be afraid of their faces, but to be faithful in that which God asks of them.

<opentext> Not adding to that which God asks, nor taking away [regardless of how much better we may think things may be if we interject our own thoughts and ideas] from it, but being faithful to that which He asks of us, according to where we have our faith developed to.
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