23 February 1999

opentext> Father, we thank you for the bread of life, and living water that you have set before us this moment, and thank you for it through Christ Jesus our Lord and saviour…

<opentext> This morning we are going to go over the same study that we did yesterday, since it is very important and vital for us to grasp and comprehend.

<opentext> 1 Tim 3:16, And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. (KJV)

<opentext> this mystery, is that Christ appeared in human form....in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. We often times forget that Father had throughout the Old Testament placed things within there that pointed to His Son Christ being manifested in the flesh. Many times i hear preachers and people proclaim that they see and hear Jesus throughout the Old testament and we know, or should know, that this is impossible, since Jesus of Nazareth was born....Christ the Son of God always was. Where the problem arises, is that for most of our lives, we have listened to that which man has supposed or assumed what it says. And in doing so, we have helped and assisted in spreading the lies, rather then being an examples of the believer and sharing the truth.

<shama> o/

<opentext> yes steph

<shama> Jesus of Nazareth had a beginning cuz He was born, whereas Christ has no beginning and no end?

<opentext> correct

<shama> ok

<opentext> Jesus of Nazareth was born of a woman, this was the mystery of godliness, how Christ appeared in human form. How do we get ourselves in such messes? How do we know we have listened to lies?

<mizpah> when it doesn't line up with the Word of God

<diligently> and i don't know what all are lies…yes  miz 

<help-fish> by taking what is being said and going back to the Bible and seeing if it lines up with what Father says

<shama> by listening to man we get in a mess, and we know cuz there is contradictions in the lies.....and we are in bondage…only the Truth sets us free

<opentext> it is​ your​ responsibility to check out everything you hear, with the Word of God, so that you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free from the lies.

all good answers. The majority of the time when faced with a question or decision, we run to other men, rather then going to God's Word, since this is what should be our final authority.

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> if they don't know the mystery, can they still go to the Word and see the lies?

<opentext> it all depends upon whether or not their hear is set on pleasing man or God.

will God withhold the truth from anyone that is sincerely seeking?

<mizpah> no, He won't

<opentext> Ps 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Most of us know, or should know, how many of the wise men from the east were at the manger, when Jesus of Nazareth arrived in the flesh.  One, two, three or none?

<shama> none

<at-peace> none

<renewed> none

<mizpah> none...and those lies are so obvious in the Word

<opentext> miz...if they were so obvious, why didn't you see it before Father brought you here?

<mizpah> ummm...never mind. i wasn't seeking sincerely

<opentext> they are obvious...once we open our hearts and minds to the truth, and when we do see the truth, then we do say ...wow...how did i miss that

<opentext> Matt 2:11, And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. (KJV)

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> i was just going to ask for that verse…and also that verse says that they were there  doesn't it …and when they came into the house

<opentext> Note, that when they were come ​into the house​!

<diligently> so they were there. i don't under stand larry

<opentext> they were not at the manger...they came to the house...and saw a young child...not a babe in a manger

<diligently> oh yes i see…wow…there's no other verse that says they were at the manger?

<opentext> none

<diligently> wow

<opentext> These very preachers that have taught us that there were 3 wise men at the manger, are the very same ones that we have placed our salvation in what they have taught us. If they were wrong in this area, how many others areas have they taught wrong?

<diligently> so they just said that so they can have there little christmas play

<shama> so many

<opentext> If they are not able to read what the Word clearly states, how many other areas have they misread, or merely listened to what someone else has taught them?

<diligently> right

<opentext> Judy, i do not know what their reasons or motivation is, all i know that they teach and promulgate a lie.

<diligently> yes. it doesn't matter why ha?

<opentext> Yet many of these so called churches, have three wise men arriving at the manger. And these are the same people that many go running to for answers. How much of the truth can you expect to receive from them?

<mizpah> i don't expect any truth from them after lying and being that ignorant

<help-fish> you don't know unless you check it out

<shama> don't expect too much anymore

<at-peace> very little truth... they come close at times, yet they are still way off

<renewed> we were all ignorant once, until we started to search the Word for ourselves for the truth ... learning to be like the Bereans ... and only then will we know the truth

<opentext> very good answers

<mizpah> yeh, it's our own fault for being so gullible

<opentext> We have all hear Father's narration of Noah and the ark Father had Noah build. We have also heard that Noah only took two of each kind aboard the ark. Yet, is this what the Word of God tells us?

<shama> no

<mizpah> nope

<renewed> nope

<at-peace> no

<diligently> no

<opentext> Gen 7:2-3, Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee ​by sevens​, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female. Of fowls also of the air ​by sevens​, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth. (KJV)

<opentext> Here again, the same people that taught us wrong here, we will run to again and again to answer our questions, and then wonder why we are in such confusion. i tell many preachers about this verse, and they will argue with me, until i show it to them...and then they are silent

<LaoShi> there is something to be said for in-depth Bible study

<opentext> LaoShi, this is why we study the Word for God's approval...not any man's

<renewed> o/

<opentext> yes cheryl

<renewed> Is it because we are taught to respect those in authority, and so we don't check out the truth for ourselves ... supposing that those who are in the authority are also in the know also, is that part of the problem?

<opentext> cheryl....it is a number of reasons...since for many of us, we were born into a religion or denomination, and were not given a choice in it, but rather it was forced upon us.

<renewed> yes, that is true also

<opentext> so then, we feared those in authority since we were told they knew the truth, and we did not. and who were we to challenge or go against those behind the pulpit

<renewed> wow ... think you are reading all my thoughts that were going through my head here :-)

<opentext> so until we start reading the Word, and studying for Father's approval, how can we ever expect to be able to rightly divide the Word of truth?

<renewed> we can't

<at-peace> we can't ... it is only by His Word that we are able to come to know the truth

<opentext> so as long as we remain within that bondage, the best we can be is weak milk Christians....and we know one cannot survive for very long on the milk of the Word

<opentext> Heb 5:12-13 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. (KJV)

<opentext> it tells us clearly here, that one on the milk is ​unskilful​ in the Word of righteousness

<opentext> Heb 5:14 
But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.  (KJV)

<opentext> and the writer goes a step further, and tells us they have no discernment. only those on the meat of the Word, are able to rightly divide and discern, because they go to Father through Jesus Christ for all of their answers. let's look at another example. Another example. Is that many think that Elijah was taken to heaven by a flaming horses and chariot, is this the truth? Is this what the Word of God tells us?

<renewed> no it isn't

<opentext> Just because someone was standing behind a pulpit, or called himself reverend, does that mean they are God's servant?

<diligently> no

<at-peace> no it is not

<help-fish> no

<shama> no

<mizpah> no

<diligently> no

<opentext> II Ki 2:11, And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah​ went up by a whirlwind ​into heaven. (KJV)

<opentext> Elijah went up by a whirlwind……and yet we believe what others have told us, so in essence we have bet our eternity on what someone else has told us.  

<LaoShi> so? ... guess the challenge is to look it up for yourself.  work out your own faith.

<renewed> wow ... not a good thought ... allowing our eternity to depend on someone else

<opentext> Paul said we need to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling

<LaoShi>    Yes

<opentext> and as was also brought up, Paul commended the Bereans for checking out everything he said against what God's

 Word said

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes Judy

<diligently> what is that Bible verse that says we do not need man to

 teach us?

<opentext> I Jn 2:27  But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.


(KJV)

<opentext> 1John 2:  And as for you, the anointing which you received from Him remains within you, and there is no need for any one to teach you. But since His anointing gives you instruction in all things--and is true and is no falsehood--you are continuing in union with Him even as it has taught you to do. (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will  guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. (KJV)

<opentext> We may laugh at these and say so what. We will still defend those that we think are serving God. However, if they are not in line with Father's Word, then they are not serving Him, and there are only two sides, one of life with God, and the other of death. And the Word says quite clearly, that he that is not for God, is against Him.

<LaoShi> men like ... swaggert? bakker?

<diligently> not me

<opentext> LaoShi...my job is to teach the truth of God's Word, and let the people make their own choice and decisions......we have free will...and we have to make the choice of who we will follow. i do not have to give account for what others do, only for what i do

<opentext> Rev 22:18-19, For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. (KJV)

<opentext> Rev 22:18-19  "I solemnly declare to every one who hears the words of the prophecy contained in this book, that if any one adds to those words, God will add to him the plagues spoken of in this book; and that if any one takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take from him his share in the Tree of Life and in the holy city--the things described in this book. (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> The word here tells us quite plainly, that we are not to add to, or take away from the words of this book, and yet what have these examples shown us man has done?

<renewed> that they have done exactly that ... altered the Word to suit their purpose, whatever that may be

<diligently> just that

<shama> added to it, taken from it and abused it!

<at-peace> taken the Word of God and twisted it into a huge lie

<mizpah> they pervert the gospel

<opentext> Deut 4:2 Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you. (KJV)

<opentext> many times they will tell me that the passage out of Rev is only for that book, and yet Father is consistent throughout His Word.

<opentext> Prov 30:6 
Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. (KJV)

<opentext> <Mark 4:11 "To you," He replied, "has been entrusted the secret truth concerning the Kingdom of God; but to those others outside your number all this is spoken in figurative language;  that <"`They may look and look but not see, and listen and listen but not understand, lest perchance they should return and be pardoned.'"> (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> God tells us quite plainly that there is a mystery hidden with the pages of His transcribed Word. He tells us plainly that He has given it to us, for us to know.

<opentext> Mark 4:11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: (KJV)

<opentext> Yet we have the audacity to tell God that it is only for a few or special people. And in making a statement such as that, we have tied Father's hands…so to speak.

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> if it were only a few or special ppl, wouldn't that then make us dependant upon those men and not Father through Jesus Christ?

<opentext> yes

<now-faith> and our faith would stand in the wisdom of man and not the power of God

<help-fish> and it would make God a respecter of persons

<opentext> any true man or woman of God...will always point the people to Father through Jesus Christ, and not build up a following for themselves, since they know there is but One Shepherd.  It is the truth that will set us free, not the lies, fairy tales, or other myths we have tried to incorporate into God's Word. Today, this day, will you study for Father's approval? any questions from today?

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> i have heard it said that the pastor of the church is to look over the people of the church, and he is responsible for them. now is that in Fathers Word, or is that man's word? the word overseer

<opentext> there is but one Shepherd....the rest are but flock tenders at best....however most put themselves above that position. 

<diligently> that is incredible

<opentext> 1 Pet 5:2-3 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;
Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. (KJV)

<diligently> ok thank you

<opentext> 2 Cor 1:24 Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are  helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand. (KJV)

<shama> what is lucre?

<opentext> def.  for lucre....

146  aischrokerdes-

eager for base gain, greedy for money

<shama> ohh ok. lol well they toss that verse out then!

<opentext> no other questions, then the channel is open for fellowship

<mizpah> absolutely awesome Bible study, larry

<shama> wowww!

<renewed> thank you for your service brother :-))

opentext says, joyful to be of service!

<opentext> humble thanks

<now-faith> larry? up for one more question?

<opentext> sure

<now-faith> ok, you had said that those on the milk had no discernment... yet, when i was still on the milk myself....there was sort of a tugging (for lack of a better word) that let me know that something wasn't quite right that there had to be more sustenance

 than this somehow... and i made that decision to seek out that tugging ...what

 would that have been?

<opentext> the leading of the Holy Spirit...trying to lead you and guide you to the truth

<now-faith> also there was some issues that i was refusing to believe

 and sought man to explain them.... and when they did explain them to my liking, there was still a lack of peace, there was still that something telling me this wasn't right. Ok. and that isn't discernment? wouldn't it be a type of discernment if we allow ourselves to be led by it?

<diligently> me also

<opentext> that is the Holy Spirit trying to lead us, we still have the right and ability to resist that leading...

<now-faith> oh absolutely. i can clearly recall having a choice in ignoring that or not. ok, thank you

<opentext> John 14:26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. (KJV)

<opentext> John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. (KJV)

<opentext> we have the choice to respond or not respond to Father's call.......Father wants us to know the truth, but it has to be in and on His terms, not ours

<now-faith> it is amazing when i think of that time how Father never gave up on me

<now-faith> right

<opentext> Father never gives up......He is constant....we are the ones that turn away

<diligently> it really saddens my heart   the longer life goes on…i see daily that most of the world is sucked into the lie.

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound  doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves  teachers, having itching ears;
And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and  shall be turned unto fables.
(KJV)

<diligently> oh myyyy

<opentext> 2Tim 4: 3-4 For a time is coming when they will not tolerate wholesome instruction, but, wanting to have their ears tickled, they will find a multitude of teachers to satisfy their own fancies; and will turn away from listening to the truth and will

 turn aside to fables. (Weymouth)

<opentext> 3 wise men at the manger

<diligently> yes

<opentext> def. for fable....

3454  muthos (moo'-thos); perhaps from the same as 3453 (through the idea of tuition); a tale, i.e. fiction ("myth"):KJV-- fable.

<opentext> FABLE

<opentext> The word is used of gnostic errors and of Jewish and profane fables and genealogies, in <1 Tim. 1:4; 4:7; 2 Tim. 4:4; Titus 1:14>; of fiction, in <2 Pet. 1:16>.#

(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words) (Copyright (C) 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

<opentext> 2 Pet 1:16  For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. (KJV)

<mizpah> you know...looking back, i think how incredibly stupid the lies sound that the preachers toss out and wonder how i could have fallen for everything they said...but, i was just too lazy to look it up for myself.  took it for granted they knew what they were talking about

<diligently> me also miz

<opentext> Titus 1:14  Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the truth.  (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Tim 1:4  Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly edifying which is in faith: so do. (KJV)

<opentext> the truth...if we continue in His Word, will set us free

<diligently> yes

<mizpah> and it has

<opentext> we are taught to please man, rather then God

<shama> yeah.....and believe all that those above us, say to us

