February 18, 1998
<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and the time, to gather together in the name of your Son, and our saviour Jesus Christ, for where 2 or 3 are gathered in your name, you are in our midst and presence.  We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit would be our teacher, and our guide, as we travel through your Word this day, on our journey on the strait and narrow path that leads to your house.  We thank you for all that you have done for us this day, and all the blessings that you have yet in store for us, and we bring this before your throne, through the name that is above every name, Jesus Christ our Lord.

<opentext> We have been talking lately about feeding our spirit man, and what exactly we are to feed it.  One thing we have not talked about, is preparing a shopping list, and where exactly we get this list filled.  How often, do we ask Father for the daily bread that He knows that we need?

<gonfishing-miz> …every morning

<renewed> every day now ...

<alimb> …every day

<at-peace> …every morning 

<opentext> Or, are we like most, and whine and cry for only that which we have acquired a taste for?  Even as we seek Father's will for our life, at times we still want that which we are comfortable with, and not that which will help us grow and mature.  Many times, we go to the store, and by things that damage us, more then help us grow, and maintain our strength.

<gonfishing-miz> …junk food?  ummm

<NowFaithIs> Things that are quick and easy rather than things that take time to prepare.

<opentext> If any of you have fasted totally for one day, one thing you will experience about half way through the day, is headaches....and this comes from all the sugar that is leaving the body.  These are the excess sugars that we put in that were not needed or used.  How often do we put the wrong things in our spirit man?  How do we get these things out?

<at-peace> …Sometimes more often that we even know or are aware of... it can be little things.

<gonfishing-miz> …by renewing our mind with the Word of God.

<opentext> John 8:31-32 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

KJV)

<at-peace> …by looking to Gods Word to renew our hearts and minds.

<opentext> Exactly...we have to ***continue*** in His Word.......many times we have to return to His Word.

<opentext> How many would know it, if they did not feed their physical body for 2 or 3 days?

<NowFaithIs> 2 Tim 2:21  If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.

(KJV)

<at-peace> Yup, i would.

<alimb> i would know it.

<NowFaithIs> I would. 

<NowFaithIs> When I was dealing with strep, I didn't eat for two days

<opentext> are we as tune to our spirit man, when we put it on a 2 or 3 day fast...or should i say starvation diet?

<renewed> …not always.

<at-peace> yes... i know when i haven't fed my spirit man

<opentext> so, just as the Word says that we should train a child in the way it should go, we have to remember that we too are children of God....and we too have to train ourselves in His paths of righteousness

<opentext> many parents make their children eat all that is on their plate...but then do not apply the same rules to themselves...what kind of example does that set?

<at-peace> not a good example

<NowFaithIs> Do as I say, not as I do? Not good.

<gonfishing-miz> Not a good example at all.

<at-peace> Their behaviors are learned from their parents first.

<opentext> And, how much more do we carry this over to the Word...when we ***assume*** that children can not hear the Word as we do?

<at-peace> yup

<gonfishing-miz> That is an example where the physical directly mirrors the spiritual.

<NowFaithIs> exactly

<opentext> I have always thought that most of the parents should have been in the children's church...ok....so what are we going to seek to eat from Father storehouse?

<at-peace> Children are born without fear... parents teach about fear.

<renewed> Food that will nourish us today ...

<NowFaithIs> Even when there is differences between parents in beliefs....the child does recognize the *truth* and is drawn to it.

<NowFaithIs> A feast!

<at-peace> What he knows that we are in need of.

<opentext> Is everything that Father gives us to eat going to always taste good at first?

<NowFaithIs> no

<at-peace> no, not always

<opentext> Hebrews 12:11  Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.

<opentext> How often do we go to Father expecting to be corrected?

<gonfishing-miz> sometimes

<NowFaithIs> Usually never!

<renewed> ummmm, hardly ever

<opentext> Ps 25:4-5  Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths.  Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 27:11 Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies. (KJV)

<at-peace> Sometimes that food is given thru someone else who Father has chosen to deliver the food we don't really want.

<NowFaithIs> Yes, and we usually look to that person with contempt...don't we?

<at-peace> yup

<opentext> And, then we take it out on the messenger.  How many have ever told Pizza Hut delivery that they had the wrong house?

<at-peace> Never had that happen to me.

<gonfishing-miz> i sure wouldn't!

<at-peace> at least i don't remember it

<opentext> Even if it was not what we ordered, we would take it.

<NowFaithIs> Neither have I, where I didn't order it...

<opentext> Ps 86:11  Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name. (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 119:12-13 Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes. With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy mouth. (KJV)

<at-peace> Yes... that is true... we are a little upset though.

<opentext> Ps 119:64  The earth, O LORD, is full of thy mercy: teach me thy statutes. (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 119:66 Teach me good judgment and knowledge: for I have believed thy commandments. (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 119:108 Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill offerings of my mouth, O LORD, and teach me thy judgments. (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 119:135 5Make thy face to shine upon thy servant; and teach me thy statutes. (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 143:10  Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness.  (KJV)

<opentext> What are the freewill offerings that are coming out of our mouth? do they untie us with God, or put us in opposition?

<at-peace> When we get the pizza and it is not what we ordered we take it out on the delivery person... who didn't take the order or prepare it.

<opentext> lol...yes…and they DON'T get a tip.

<NowFaithIs> Yes, we allow ourselves to remove that hedge of protection.

<opentext> miz asked me to take a break so she could finish reading.

<NowFaithIs> Good, now I can too!

<opentext> If we are asking Father for His daily bread....and we want to hear His voice, then we have to be willing to be taught by Him.

<NowFaithIs> Accepting *all* that He has…

<at-peace> What comes out of our mouth depends on where our heart and mind have been renewed.

<opentext> exactly.  Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.  How forcible are right words.... and remember, forcible means what?

<gonfishing-miz> To put in force or make happen, and our words are very forcible.

<NowFaithIs> …right and wrong words.

<at-peace> Don't remember what forcible means...i do remember when the came to take Jesus Christ and when he spoke they all fell backwards

<at-peace> his words were forcible words

Forcible = 4834  marats (maw-rats');

a primitive root; properly, to press, i.e. (figuratively) to be pungent or vehement; to irritate: 

KJV-- embolden, be forcible, grievous, sore.

4834  marats-

to be or to make sick 

a) (Niphal) to be grievous or painful 

b) (Hiphil) to make sick

<opentext> Are Father's words ever irritating to you?

<NowFaithIs> Yes indeed they are.

<renewed> Yep, they sure can be.

<opentext> Now, no chastening for the present, seems to be joyous, but rather grievous.  So right words at times are very irritating, when Father asks us to remove another weed from the garden.

<NowFaithIs> …especially irritating if we have *goofed* and don't want to hear it.

<renewed> Especially when you are settling in for a good "wallowing in your own misery."

<NowFaithIs> lol, renewed!

<opentext> So, what are we feeding our spirit man when we get that way?

<NowFaithIs> junk

<gonfishing-miz> …misery and yuky stuff

<renewed> …usually lies

<opentext> 1 Sam 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> That is a owy when we are like that!

<opentext> Keep that verse in mind, next time you do not like what Father has placed at the table for you.

<gonfishing-miz> It's really an owy when we are corrected by Father.

<at-peace> Yes, it is.

<opentext> Prov 17:11-12  An evil man seeketh only rebellion: therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent against him. Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather than a fool in his folly.

(KJV)

<renewed> Just noticed the "is as" is not there in the original Hebrew...so it isn't "is as" but "is".

<gonfishing-miz> Per dale...it is worse than sitting on a hot plate.

<NowFaithIs> Our natural man does a lot of really foolish things, dale!

<opentext> We at times forget the seriousness of our daily walk with Father, especially since no man knows the day or the hour of the Son's return.  Ro...what renewed is referring to, that in the original Hebrew text...the word **as** is not in there.

<Ro> ok

<opentext> For rebellion  the sin of witchcraft

<opentext> That is the way it should read.

<NowFaithIs> I scratched my head on that, myself until I realized what she meant!

<renewed> …oops thinking out loud again! lol

<gonfishing-miz> It's ok, cher...we get it now, and it helps that you said it.

<NowFaithIs> yes!

<gonfishing-miz> i didn't realize the intensity of the verse till you said that.

<at-peace> yup

<opentext> That is good that you brought that up...and in all actuality it should read that way.

<renewed> Yes, that's what I meant, it isn't like the sin of

witchcraft... but is the sin of witchcraft.

<gonfishing-miz> That's a big ouch.

<opentext> So, like when Father asks someone to go to bed at 11pm, and they stay up till 1am, what does that fall under?

<at-peace> rebellion

<renewed> rebellion/witchcraft

<opentext> And, the same applies when we are asked to get up.

<at-peace> We are not listening to what Father knows we need.

<renewed> We "fool" ourselves in to thinking we know better than Father.

<opentext> We are not eating of the dainties that He has provided.

<renewed> Huh ... was just thinking ... the same as Satan thought he knew better than Father and was cast out of heaven ....

<opentext> exactly, Cheryl

<opentext> So, are we beginning to see how important it is to eat from Father's menu, and not our own?

<at-peace> yes

<renewed> sure am!

<at-peace> Father always knows best.

<gonfishing-miz> i am learning to truly listen and take heed to every Word Father says.

<opentext> So often i hear people say, that they drop their Bible open, and that is where they read.....how sure are they of eating at Father's table?

<renewed> Not sure at all ...

<opentext> How should we read the Word?

<gonfishing-miz> With an open mind and an open and receptive heart.

<at-peace> We should be in prayer with Father listening for where he knows our need is before we begin to read.

<opentext> What happens if we do not hear anything specific, then what…use a dart board?

<at-peace> ask Him

<opentext> And what if you still do not hear anything specific, then what?

<renewed> Read in area where He has instruction for us.

<opentext> …and what area would that be?

<gonfishing-miz> Talk to Father and listen for an answer...sometimes it is good to ponder verses that we know and if Father leads us to read the Word, then He will let us know where.

<opentext> …and what if you still do not hear anything specific, then what?

<at-peace> Maybe you are to listen to him... and not read... he may have something in the world to relate a message to you.

<opentext> Where is the instruction for the church written?

<renewed> I always start with Philippians…in the epistles.

<opentext> EXACTLY…and how many of us know and understand all that is in them?

<renewed> not me ...

<gonfishing-miz> not me

<opentext> i sure do not.

<gonfishing-miz> per dale,,,,,,me, either

<at-peace> not all

<opentext> So, then we can always learn more of the road map, for the straight and narrow path, that leads to Father's house.  We need to partake of all that Father has for us on His menu.

<gonfishing-miz> per dale...His menu would be for all that we need that day...no more and no less.

<opentext> Matthew 6:11
Give us this day our daily bread.

<opentext> This day....our daily bread.

<at-peace> now faith is

<opentext> Also...note it says give...so it has to be asked for.  What happened to the children of Israel, when they took more then their daily bread?

<renewed> it went moldy on them ...

<gonfishing-miz> it molded

<opentext> Yet, how many people try to store up enough of the Word on one day, to last them all weak(week).

<renewed> most do

<opentext> 7 days without the Word...makes one weak(week).

<opentext> Rev 3:20 open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  (KJV).

<opentext> 2 Pet 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. (KJV).

<opentext> So, one day without feeding the spirit man, could be as 1000 years.

<Ro> I've felt like it's been that long

<at-peace> There would be nothing left of the physical body in that time.

<opentext> Can you afford to have your spirit man get this hungry?

<at-peace> nope

<gonfishing-miz> no way!

<renewed> no

<opentext> Ro, how is your spirit man today?

<Ro> A bit better than other days.

<opentext> Yesterday is gone, Father has forgiven and forgotten...put away the frying pan and continue on with Father.  That is one thing nice about Father's dinners, they come fully prepared.  Everything that we need for our daily diet, and far exceeds the government standards for good health.

<opentext> 3john 1:2  Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.

<opentext> sure is quiet here this morning

<at-peace> study to be quiet...quick to hear... slow to speak

<opentext> :-x

<opentext> Isa 1:19-20 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. (KJV).

<renewed> Can someone put up the definition of witchcraft for me please?

witchcraft 5331  pharmakeia-

1) the use or the administering of drugs 

2) poisoning 

3) sorcery, magical arts, often found in connection with idolatry and      fostered by it 

4) metaphorically, the deceptions and seductions of idolatry

<renewed> and now rebellion

rebellion 4805  meriy (mer-ee');

from 4784; bitterness, i.e. (figuratively) rebellion; concretely, bitter, or rebellious: 

KJV-- bitter, (most) rebel (-lion, -lious).

<NowFaithIs> I guess I don't see the connection of stubbornness and witchcraft

<renewed> when we become bitter we fall into deception

stubbornness 6484  patsar (paw-tsar');

a primitive root; to peck at, i.e. (figuratively) stun or dull: 

KJV-- press, urge, stubbornness.

6484  patsar-

to press, to push 

a) (Qal) to push, to press 

b) (Hiphil) be insolent, to display pushing (arrogance, presumption)

<opentext> When we rebel against God, we get a false pride or arrogance.  That is when we force our thoughts and ideas on others.

<NowFaithIs> ok

<opentext> 1 Sam 15:23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.  (KJV).

<opentext> It all stems from rejecting what Father has for us.

<NowFaithIs> right

<opentext> Is everyone else as miz....and trying to comprehend all that has been said this morning?

<renewed> sure was a lot!

<at-peace> yup

<opentext> hmmm...maybe, we should stop here, and let everyone digest what Father has said today.

<renewed> Didn't mean to sidetrack on the 1 Samuel 15:23 ... but it really hit when I read it just how dangerous rebellion is ...

<at-peace> if we are being rebellious... even for a moment..we may be missing out on the blessing that Father has for us in his Word

<NowFaithIs> Was thinking about a pizza....if you are offered a piece of pizza and don't like all the toppings on it...you pick off the parts you don't like and eat the rest...sometimes offering those toppings to someone else.

<NowFaithIs> We do that a lot with the Word sometimes.

<NowFaithIs> renewed, I know what you mean....that verse hit very very hard the first time that I saw it.

