Bible Study Friday 18 October 2002

 

The Word tells us that we have need that no man teach us. So, whose voice are you listening to for all of your spiritual matters?

 

1 John 2:27 The anointing of the Spirit which you received still remains in your hearts, and so you have no need that anyone should teach you. But just as that anointing of His teaches you about everything, and as it is true and no falsehood, and as it has taught you to do so, you must continue to live in union with Him. (William's New Testament)
 

[Ye need not that any man teach you] The Gnostics, who pretended to the highest illumination, could bring no proof that they were divinely taught, nor had they anything in their teaching worthy the acceptance of the meanest Christian; therefore they had no need of that, nor of any other teaching but that which the same anointing teacheth, the same Spirit from whom they had already received the light of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ. Whatever that taught, they needed; and whatever those taught whose teaching was according to this Spirit, they needed. John does not say that those who had once received the teaching of the divine Spirit had no further need of the ministry of the Gospel; no, but he say they had no need of such teaching as their false teachers proposed to them; nor of any other teaching that was different from that anointing, i. e. the teaching of the Spirit of God. No man, howsoever holy, wise, or pure, can ever be in such a state as to have no need of the Gospel ministry; they who think so give the highest proof that they have never yet learned of Christ or his Spirit. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Divine illumination, in order to confirmation, must be something continued or constant. Temptations, snares, and seductions, arise. The anointing must abide. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

2 Peter 2:1-3 Now there were false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you too, who will insidiously introduce destructive heresies and deny the Master who has bought them, thus bringing on themselves swift destruction. 2. Many people will follow their immoral ways, and because of them the true Way will be abused, 3. In their greed they will exploit you with messages manufactured by themselves. From of old their condemnation has not been idle and their destruction has not been slumbering. (Williams New Testament)

 

It is the truth that sets a person free, and their continuing in that truth that maintains that liberty which is only in Christ. Who or what is it that is guiding your life this day?
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