18 November 2004 Thursday Bible study.
 

<greg> Father we thank you for this day and for all the spiritual blessings you have bestowed upon us, allowing us to walk in the spirit and overcome the distractions of the lower nature, setting us free by the message delivered by Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 10:4-5, 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 5 For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them. KJV

 

<opentext> Again, Christ is the end of the law, and the beginning of grace, for those who believe. 

<opentext> Yet, how often do people use the term "believe" lightly, without realizing the full implications of the word?

<greg> many have a zeal and a belief, few respond in the spirit

<helpmate> they can't respond in the spirit because they do not hear the voice of Father

<opentext> If one believes, then they are going to entrust their life to God. To entrust, is to commit, or to hand over their life to God, and the example that we see of that, is the life that Jesus Christ led. Yet, how many do you think really apply this definition, when they tell people that "they  believe'?

<greg> they believe in a God that blesses, but don’t like the part about taking up the cross daily and following the same example, especially the persecutions

<at-peace> few      <helpmate> yes, it is a strait and narrow path

<opentext> There are few! And those that do dedicate their lives to God, the people then consider to be "fanatical", rather then realizing that this is the lifestyle that people who say they believe should be living.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:6-7, 6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) KJV

 

<opentext> Few understand that Jesus Christ has paid the complete price for sin. They do not understand that all has been accomplished for them to be able to live a life that is pleasing to God.

 

<opentext> Gal 3:13-14, 13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Note in verse 14 how Paul says, that "we might" receive the promise of the Spirit, through faith.

<opentext> Those who "believe God, and His promise, and accept it and walk in it. A full realization and comprehension of the gift that God has made available to us.

<helpmate> 2 Cor 5:7(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)  (KJV)

<opentext> To let God be true, and every man a liar, that we may be justified in our sayings, for our words will either put us in agreement with God, or in full opposition to Him.

<opentext> Yet, how many people really think that their words describe who they are?

<helpmate> most do not think their words are either life or death

<greg> they would be a lot more attentive to the doctrine they speak, knowing not guessing where it came from

<opentext> Death and life are in the power of the tongue. And one cannot have sweet waters and bitter waters coming forth from the same fountain. Yet, a persons words are a clear and full expression of that which a person believes, of that which they have faith in.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; KJV

 

<opentext> Many will say that their words are those of faith, yet, their words will not be in agreement with those words that were used in the Message delivered to us by and through Christ. 

 

<opentext> Rom 10:8 But what does it say? The Word (God's message in Christ) is near you, on your lips and in your heart; that is, the Word (the message, the basis and object) of faith which we preach, AMP

 

<opentext> Many people talk about Christianity, yet so few have a any comprehension of the Message that Christ delivered. Why is this?

<greg> its not a popular message, everyone wants to go to heaven, but few want to die to get there

<opentext> Could it be because their faith, their belief is in that which someone else has told them [traditions and doctrines of man], rather then having received it first hand through Christ?

<at-peace> many are following man's traditions and doctrines, listening to man and his answer on the scriptures instead of seeking out and have an intimate relationship with God themselves

<at-peace> yes    <chosen> yes

<opentext> The word of faith which we preach, should also be heard and understood as the word of faith which we live. This Message of life delivered to us by and through Christ, should be the total survival guide for how one lives their life. Most just talk about the Word, but it is not a way of life to them.

<opentext> Yet, how many that call themselves Christians, live in compliance with the Message that Christ delivered?

<helpmate> not many that i know of

<at-peace> few... many are called but few live in compliance with the Message that Christ delivered

<opentext> And an even more direct question would be, do we always live by the Message that we have heard from Christ? 

<at-peace> at times we fall short in that area ourselves    <helpmate> :-(   not always

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us that we have to work out our own salvation with reverence and respect to and for God, and the Message that He delivered to us by and through Christ, so that our lives will be that clear and legible example of how the life of a believer should be.

<greg> i have found out the hard way over the years there are no short cuts, so if the peace of God isn’t ruling, there is turmoil
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