Bible Study Monday 18 November 2002

 

As a man thinks within his heart, will determine the course he will plot, and the path he will travel. What is it that you are hearing which will determine your path?

 

Matthew 12:35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. KJV

 

It is not too often that a person will be cognizant of the fact, that what they are thinking in and on, will determine the path they will follow. Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth will speak, and expose that which is hid within the heart of a person. 

 

The good heart is the good treasury, and the treasure that is in it is the love of God, and of all mankind. The bad heart is the bad treasury, and its treasure is the carnal mind which is enmity against God, and ill-will to man. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Matthew 12:35 The good man out of his good inner storehouse, brings out good things, the bad man, out of his bad one, bad things. (William's New Testament)

 

There is no neutral ground. A person is either growing closer to the Father by and through Christ Jesus, or they are growing further away. They are either being led by faith, or they will follow after fear. 

 

Matthew 12:35 A good man's speech reveals the rich treasures within him. An evil-hearted man is filled with venom, and his speech reveals it. (Living Bible)

 

The heart is the treasury, the words are the things brought out of that treasury (v. 35); and from hence men's characters may be drawn, and may be judged of. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary) 

 

How often with the slip of the tongue, does a person try to make an excuse for that which slipped out of their mouth? And even more so, that they do not consider, let alone admit, that is what has to be within their heart.

 

It is the character of a good man, that he has a good treasure in his heart, and from thence brings forth good things, as there is occasion. Graces, comforts, experiences, good knowledge, good affections, good resolutions, these are a good treasure in the heart; the word of God hidden there, the law of God written there, divine truths dwelling and ruling thee, are a treasure there, valuable and suitable, kept safe and kept secret, as the stores of the good householder, but ready for use upon all occasions. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary) 

 

Here, the sentiment is, `There are but two kingdoms, interests, parties-- with the proper workings of each: If I promote the one, I cannot belong to the other; but they that set themselves in willful opposition to the kingdom of light openly proclaim to what other kingdom they belong. As for you, in what ye have now uttered ye have but revealed the venomous malignity of your heart. (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

 

It is not very often, one thinks that by what they speak inappropriately, that they would be directing opposition against the kingdom of God. We should all be following the example of Jesus Christ, by being a good and attentive listener to Father’s counsel, and then speaking only those things we hear Father speak. By your words you will be justified before the throne of God, or by your own words will you be condemned. 

 

1 Timothy 4:6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained. (KJV)
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