18 July 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father we thank you for this day and this time that we can come before you by and through Christ Jesus, to obtain that which we have need of to sustain us this day, in order that all that we say or do would be pleasing to you.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:3 For civil authorities are not a terror to [people of] good conduct, but to [those of] bad behavior. Would you have no dread of him who is in authority? Then do what is right and you will receive his approval and commendation. AMP

<opentext> To refresh us a bit on where we left off last Thursday, so that can continue on with the thought that Paul is presenting to us here.

<opentext> Keeping in mind how the last chapter [12] showed us how to grow in and develop the character of Christ within us, Paul is now showing us how much more the responsibility of the believer is, in presenting the proper example in all things, contrary to what some think and preach. (1Tim 4:12-16)
<opentext> No different then when driving a car, if one is speeding, or avoiding other parts of the law, have you ever noticed how that person is then always wary or nervous, and having to constantly watch the mirrors to be on the lookout for police?

<disciple> yes...knowing they are doing wrong

<opentext> The thing as Christians one should know that God is always aware of what we are doing, so when one steps outside of the perfect law of liberty, steps outside of the boundaries of grace, they are already guilty so the only thing they can look for is mercy.

<opentext> So the civil authorities are there as a terror or deterrent to those who are operating outside of it. (1Tim1:8-11)
<opentext> Rom 13:4 For he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, [you should dread him and] be afraid, for he does not bear and wear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant to execute His wrath (punishment, vengeance) on the wrongdoer. AMP

<opentext> As we mentioned last week, could you even imagine what society today would be like if there were not any police or civil authorities?

<disciple> mass chaos

<opentext> Mass chaos, utter confusion. Yet, how often do we see and hear people murmur and complain against that law which protects them?

<disciple> yes, they do, and that reflects the lack of respect for Father's Word...or sheer disbelief

<opentext> Isn't it true that the vast majority of people only want the law to be applicable to everyone but them?

<disciple> yes

<opentext> And then we can see how many that call themselves Christians, act the same way, wanting to enforce God's law of faith for everyone but themselves. (Rom 2)
<opentext> Rom 8:6-8, 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. KJV

<opentext> So for those who are operating in the carnal or lower nature, have made the choice to not walk and live in the Spirit, are not able to please God. So if they will not comply joyfully with the law of faith, then why would they even consider obeying the civil laws?

<disciple> they wouldn't...they only obey if they think they will get caught...not obey out of respect but out of self preservation

I Jn 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. (KJV)

<opentext> So one has to be mindful of when they are looking for loopholes in the civil laws, to recognize that they are having problems hearing and obeying the Message once delivered. Yet, how often do people consider that when they are having problems, that it always has it's beginning within the spiritual realm first, and then carries over to the physical?

<disciple> usually it's the reverse...they look for carnal reasons why things are going wrong, blaming Father rather than taking on the responsibility for their own decisions

<opentext> And as long as they keep searching within the physical realm, will they ever be able to find and arrive at the truth?

<disciple> nope

<opentext> Just as Amos scribed (Amos 8:11-13), that the people were wandering all over the map, seeking the Word of the Lord, but were not able to find it, because they were searching within the physical realm. And we know that Jesus Christ tells us that His word is Spirit and it is life(John 6:63).

<disciple> the peace only comes with Christ living within us, as we seek always to please Father

<opentext> Yes, that partnership with Christ.

<opentext> So we can hear and see why Paul tells us that faith is developed and nurtured by how much one gives audience to the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus(Rom 10:17). Thus we can see why Paul scribed that we are saved by grace through faith, and not of works lest and man should boast(Eph 2:8-9). Thus why we are told that to obey is better then sacrifice(1Sam 15:22). Yet, how often is it that people try to impress God with everything "but" simple obedience?

<disciple> yes, trying to impress Father with works...not realizing we can never do works to please Him, because He doesn't keep scorecards or clock hours

<opentext> Rom 13:5 Therefore one must be subject, not only to avoid God's wrath and escape punishment, but also as a matter of principle and for the sake of conscience. AMP

<opentext> Note the last part of this verse, "and for the sake of conscience". How often is it that people ignore, avoid, put out of thought that which their conscience is trying to tell them, when they begin to stray?

<disciple> many times...not wanting the correction, but letting the carnal nature rule...pleasing the flesh

<opentext> If one is only obeying to avoid the consequences, then is their heart in the proper place?

<disciple> nope…giving grudgingly, not joyful and out of love for Father

2 Cor 9:7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. (KJV)

<opentext> Thy Word have I hid [treasured] in my heart, that I might not sin against Thee(Psa 119:11). Most people do hide the Word in their heart, and do not know where to find it. Thus why the Word is to be treasured [as the pearl of great price (Matt 13:45-46)] so that my sole objective this day, is to be pleasing to Father.
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