Bible Study Thursday 18 July 2002


Are you seeking a relationship with God because others are doing it, or is He really your first love?


Matthew 24:12 and because of the prevalent disregard of God's law the love of the great majority will grow cold; (Weymouth's New Testament)
[The love of many shall wax cold.] By reason of these trials and persecutions from without, and those apostasies and false prophets from within, the love of many to Christ and his doctrine, and to one another, shall grow cold. Some openly deserting the faith, others corrupting it, and others growing indifferent about it. Even at this early period there seems to have been a very considerable defection in several Christian churches; see <Gal. 3:1-4; 2 Thes 3:1>, (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

To disregard, is for one to close their eyes to, to close their ears to, to close their heart to that which God asks of them, by and through His Word. And because this is the prevalent, widespread view of society, most will follow the example of those around them, they will follow the crowd.

 

When one becomes indifferent to their faith, to their love for God, their heart begins to grow cold, whether they may be aware of it or not. It is a gradual progression of little steps, little sins, little areas of disobedience, which lead to larger areas, and eventual downfall in their life.

 

Revelation 2:4 Yet I have this against you - that you no longer love Me as you did at first. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

Very few will admit that their love for God, is not the same as when they first believed. But how did it wane, how did it grow cold, how did it get to the place where He was no longer their true, first love?

 

They did not retain that strong and ardent affection for God and sacred things which they had when first brought to the knowledge of the truth, and justified by faith in Christ. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Is it always easy for one to maintain their strong values, a consistent and constant adherence to God and His Word?

 

The elements of first love then are simplicity and purity. . .. The love of the Church to Christ is typified by the love of the wife for the husband. What then is the love of Christ to the Church? Unselfish love, love in which there was no single thought of self. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

 What then is the Church's love for Christ? The response of love to the mystery of love, the submission of love to perfect love. First love is the love of espousal. Its notes are simplicity, and purity, marital love, the response of love to love, the subjection of a great love to a great love, the submission of a self-denying love to a love that denies self. First love is the abandonment of all for a love that has abandoned all" (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

So the Puritans came out from the established church of England at one time, and the Methodists at another, warmed with a holier love to the cause of evangelical religion than existed in the body from which they separated. (From Barnes' Notes)

So many a church is formed now amidst the exciting scenes of a revival of religion, and in the early days of its history puts to shame the older and the slumbering churches around them. (From Barnes' Notes)

But it need scarcely be said that this early zeal may die away, and that the church, once so full of life and love, may become as cold as those that went before it, or as those from which it separated, and that there may be a necessity for the formation of new organizations that shall be fired with ardor and zeal. (From Barnes' Notes)
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