18 January 2006 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship that you have prepared from the foundation of the world for us to partake of and share in your truth and life together and to encourage and strengthen one another in love that in and through all things this day we will hold fast and give you the praise, honor and glory that you are so deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 15:22-23, 22 For which cause also I have been much hindered from coming to you. 23 But now having no more place in these parts, and having a great desire these many years to come unto you; KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 15:24, I hope to see you in passing [through Rome] as I go [on my intended trip] to Spain, and to be aided on my journey there by you, after I have enjoyed your company for a little while. AMP

 

<opentext> How often we have thoughts or ideas within our mind on how and why we think things should proceed. Yet, when one leaves the realm of now faith, of taking no thought for tomorrow, how easy is it then for the picture to become a bit clouded?

<greg> anything outside of now faith, one starts to enter into confusion, which is not in God's realm

<at-peace> without now faith it is easy for the cares of this life to enter in and cloud the picture

<opentext> We may know in our heart that a certain thing that the Lord has showed us is going to happen, that it will come to pass. Yet, when we attempt to work out the details apart from Him, what do you think is going to happen?

<greg> it opens the door for our thoughts and idea's to drown out the still small voice of the Lord, and eventually makes things a lot more complicated

<opentext> And then how does one usually react when things do not happen as they envisioned?

<greg> if one is in the flesh it can enter the realm of panic, if one responds in the Spirit, they will wait upon the Lord and renew their vision

<opentext> So we can see how important it is, for the believer to keep their heart and mind renewed in the Word of God, so that their vision is the same one as the Lord's. Otherwise it is easy for one to become discouraged.

<opentext> Now when Paul did get to Rome, do you think that it was quite the way that he envisioned?

<at-peace> no

<greg> he didn’t realize the kind of housing that was going to be provided for him

<opentext> The Lord will often times give us glimpses of things that He will ask of us. But, if one does not wait on Him for His instructions, how easy is it for one to try to formulate their own itinerary or agenda, and thus get a bit ahead of the Lord?

<at-peace> thinking ourselves to be wise, leaning to our own understanding we can easily become a fool

<greg> we limit God, His thoughts and ways are so much higher and simpler than ours, and all His paths are paths of peace to those that are willing to wait upon Him and renew their strength

<opentext> We all would like to do all that we can for the Lord and His kingdom. Yet, as Greg said, how often are the Lord's plan much plainer and simpler then the ones that we plan or envision?

<greg> Prov 16: 25There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. (KJV)

<greg> as with Adam and Eve, there are many things that seem pleasant to the eyes, and makes one wise to the things of this life, but the end of those things is separation to those that have their own agenda

<at-peace> they always are, yet if one tries to figure out the plan on their own things become complicated and difficult to comprehend and follow through with

<opentext> Did Paul make it to Spain, that we do not know. Yet, for myself, i know that often times by making plans and they do not come to pass, if one does not hear the Lord all of the way through, it can cause one to be quite discouraged.

<opentext> When one is in a right relationship with God, then God's plan and agenda is their plan and agenda. God wishes that none would perish, yet the fact is that since man has a free will, that many will choose the broad and wide path to destruction.

<opentext> So being in tune with God, we too wish that none would perish. Yet, when some of those around you make the choice to follow the broad path, does that mean that God's plan of salvation is a failure?

<at-peace> not at all

<greg> in their mind they think they can climb up another way, only to find out they have robbed God the opportunity to bless them and not allow His word to be perfected in them

<opentext> And when it is those who you know, how often does one assume or think that it was a failure on their part that these people did not make the right choice?

<at-peace> it is remembering that they are rejecting Christ and His message delivered through us

<greg> as one grows in the Lord and continues in their walk with Him, they find it common to see those that choose to walk away, and allow His peace to rule

<opentext> So we can see then how important it is, that one's focus remains in and on the Lord, so that His way is the path that we follow this day in now faith.

<opentext> Yes, we may have insights to things the Lord would have us do, but it is vital that one stays in tune with His voice, so that the many other voices that are in this world does not infiltrate or influence our mind from the task the Lord has set before us.
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