18 January 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> Father with thankful hearts we come before your throne to seek from you all that you have to share with us,... we are thankful that you know all that we need to enable us to be nourished and to grow closer to you this day, and we pray that we will seek your truth out with an earnest eager heart this day through Christ Jesus Our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 11:11-12, 11 So I ask, Have they stumbled so as to fall [to their utter spiritual ruin, irretrievably]? By no means! But through their false step and transgression salvation [has come] to the Gentiles, so as to arouse Israel [to see and feel what they forfeited] and so to make them jealous. 12 Now if their stumbling (their lapse, their transgression) has so enriched the world [at large], and if [Israel's] failure means such riches for the Gentiles, think what an enrichment and greater advantage will follow their full reinstatement! AMP

 

<opentext> As much and as great as God's love is for us, how can people walk away from this love?

<at-peace> 2 Tim 4:3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.(KJV)

<chosen> they reject it through choosing to place another love greater than God's love

<greg> they settle for cheap imitations of love and things they think will satisfy

<disciple> sometimes people cause themselves to believe they are still tight with Father, while abandoning Him

 rejecting God’s love that one can keep their own traditions (Mark 7:6-9)
<opentext> Just as Israel rejected Father's love as a whole [though there was a remnant that held fast to the promises of God], so too even today we see so many that walk away from Father's love, and even in many cases, those whom were instrumental in steering us to the truth.

<opentext> And why does this happen, as stated above, dull of hearing; listening to wrong voices; rejecting the truth to believe a lie. And as one goes through the Word, the list is quite lengthy. What it all comes down to though, is that they make the choice to follow the lower nature, rather then seeking and maintaing a spiritual relationship with their Creator.

<opentext> And yet, one has to always remember that one can repent and turn to God at any time before their departure from this world, this life.

 

<opentext> Rom 11:13 But now I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I lay great stress on my ministry and magnify my office, 14 In the hope of making my fellow Jews jealous [in order to stir them up to imitate, copy, and appropriate], and thus managing to save some of them. AMP

 

<opentext> In these verses, one thing that really sticks out to me, is how we should always be that example of the believer (1Tim 4:12-16). To always hold fast the profession of faith without wavering (Heb 10:23).

<opentext> Israel fell because they allowed a little leaven in (Gal 5:9); and though it did not seem like much at first, how long before the whole of the lump is infected, and the fall soon to follow?

<greg> once they let a little in, not long before the process continues and more and more is allowed

<chosen> deterioration starts with one small flaw

<disciple> death starts immediately

<opentext> So the fall begins immediately, and unless that cause of the infection is addressed right away, it is only a matter of time until that body will be rendered useless.

<opentext> And how often does one think along those lines, that it is only a small infraction, what can it hurt?

<disciple> they may think that, but it's a lie they tell themselves

<chosen> when trying to justify one's disobedience

<opentext> Thus we can see why we are told to take the shield of faith, were with one is able to quench "all"  of the fiery darts of the wicked (Eph 6:12-18). Not to allow any infection to get in.

<opentext> Another thing we can see in these verses, is the great love Paul still had for his people; yet, he quickly states that which God has asked of Him, and has set that as his course and his goal.

<opentext> How good do you think Paul's hearing would have been, if he had put all of his effort into trying to get Israel to see what they had rejected?

<at-peace> he would have become dull of hearing because he would have been going about his own business instead of that which Father was asking of him

<disciple> he couldn't have done that and pleased Father...since they had already rejected Him...ignoring Father is the first step to spiritual deafness

<greg> probably shallow and eventually dull, he would have had to adapt their traditions as well, and been lukewarm

<helpmate> he would be dull of hearing as the rest of the apostles were and he would be with them....and Father would have chosen someone else to carry His message 

<opentext> Now think about this for a moment; how often is it that people get so caught up in trying to rescue someone from their past, that they become useless themselves for the plan and purpose of God?  [past= life before Christ; family, relatives, friends]

<helpmate> they have strayed from that strait and narrow path, and have gotten lost themselves

<disciple> anytime one is trying to rescue anybody, they have turned their focus from Father

<chosen> often, they are trying to be that person's saviour, rather than being just a sign post, an example of the believer

<greg> even the Lords brethren thought He was insane, why would we fare any better

<opentext> So we can see how vital it is for a believer to be and remain confident in the work which He has begun within us, and the mindset to allow Him to bring the work began within us to competition (Phil 1:6).

<opentext> As Paul also stated, that all before Christ he counted as dung. Forgetting those things that are behind, leaving them dead and buried, and staying focused in and on only that which the Father had for Him (Phil 3:8-14).

<opentext> It was by Paul staying focused in and on that which Father asked of him, that he was able to set that example for those who were seeking the truth.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> 0/   <opentext> yes greg

<greg> John 6: 26Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 27Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. (KJV)

<greg> most of what i see going around is that people want a God that will be their meal ticket to success in this life, and because of that they miss the spiritual blessings that have been afforded on their behalf

<opentext> To see the miracle would mean they would have to see and acknowledge Christ; to only observe the by-product of the miracle means they were only able to see in the fleshly realm, and thus miss what God had for them.

<greg> no man can serve two masters (Matt 6:24), and eventually to follow the prince of this world (Eph 2:2)
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