Bible Study Wednesday 18 December 2002

 

It is only the truth of God’s Word, that is able to set a person free, and maintain that freedom, if one will continue in the truth.

1 Thessalonians 2:4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. (KJV)

 

1 Thessalonians 2:4 But as God tested and approved us before entrusting us with His Good News, so in what we say we are seeking not to please men but to please God, who tests and approves our motives. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

1 Thessalonians 2:4 But as my fitness to be entrusted with the gospel has been tested and approved by God, I so speak, not to please men, but to please God, who is testing my motives. (Montgomery New Testament)
 

People often forget that the Gospel Message is Father’s letter of love to any and all that will hear and obey. Anyone that God uses to present this to us, is a messenger of this love of God. Thus, why one must hear His voice, and respond to His message, and not the messenger.

 

1 Thessalonians 2:5 For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness: (KJV)

 

Often times, because the gospel has been misrepresented, by unscrupulous people, people will harden their hearts to anything or anyone that God may use. And then there are those, who use the position or the message to line their own pockets. Thus, why one has to allow His Spirit to lead them and guide them into all truth. It is the truth of His Word that sets us free and maintains that liberty in Christ.

 

Let us look at a few of Adam Clarke’s comments on this verse, as he gives a very good description for spotting or detecting some of the wolves in sheep’s clothing, or those who have set themselves to be used of and for God and His kingdom.

 

[Nor a cloak of covetousness] We did not seek temporal emolument; nor did we preach the Gospel for a cloak to our covetousness: God is witness that we did not; we sought you, not yours. Hear this, ye that preach the Gospel! Can ye call God to witness that in preaching it ye have no end in view by your ministry but his glory in the salvation of souls? Or do ye enter into the priesthood for a morsel of bread, or for what is ominously and impiously called a living, a benefice? In better days your place and office were called a cure of souls; what care have you for the souls of them by whose labours you are in general more than sufficiently supported? Is it your study, your earnest labour, to bring sinners to God; to preach among your pagan parishioners the unsearchable riches of Christ!

But I should speak to the thousands who have no parishes, but who have their chapels, their congregations, pew and seat rents, etc., etc. Is it for the sake of these that ye have entered or continue in the Gospel ministry? Is God witness that, in all these things, ye have no cloak of covetousness? Happy is the man who can say so, whether he has the provision which the law of the land allows him, or whether he lives on the free-will offerings of the people.

The faithful labourer is worthy of his hire; for the ox that treads out the corn should not be muzzled; and they that preach the Gospel should live, not riot, by the Gospel. But woe to that man who enters into the labour for the sake of the hire! he knows not Christ; and how can he preach him! (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

And Barnes has some good comments as well.

 

The word here rendered "flattering"-- occurs nowhere else in the New Testament. The meaning is, that the apostle did not deal in the language of adulation; he did not praise them for their beauty, wealth, talent, or accomplishments, and conceal from them the painful truths about their guilt and danger. He stated simple truth-- not refusing to commend people if truth would admit of it, and never hesitating to declare his honest convictions about their guilt and danger. One of the principal arts of the deceiver on all subjects is flattery; and Paul says, that when preaching to the Thessalonians he had carefully avoided it. He now appeals to that fact as a proof of his own integrity. They knew that he had been faithful to their souls. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Today, are you hearing His counsel and voice, or only man-made myths and fables?
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