18 August 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we thank you for this day that you have made, to worship you in spirit and in truth, we thank you for all the spiritual blessings you have bestowed on us, by the revelation of Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 8:29-30, 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. KJV

 

<opentext> God foreknew that Adam would rebel, and that this trait would be passed onto all mankind, and in His great love and mercy, He set in motion by His Words a purpose and plan where mankind could be reconciled by an active participation in the divine nature of Christ; and Jesus of Nazareth was the first to receive this gift of Christ, and showed us the way into adoption into Father's family.

<opentext> Now, often times people will think of their old nature as a sickness, and not address it for what it really is. Because we are still alive in the flesh, people seldom can see, let alone be aware of, that without Christ, one is dead.

 

<opentext> Eph 2:1-3, 1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. (KJV)

 

<opentext> As Paul shows us, that without Christ, we were dead! Yet, when one strays out of Father's grace, and returns to the old nature, does one ever think of it terms as death?

<disciple> hadn't before...now realize what that smell is

<opentext> There are but two courses that we have to choose from; the course of the prince of the power of the air [the devil's path, one of rebellion], or the strait and narrow path that Jesus Christ of Nazareth navigated successfully, to show us the way, and how to accomplish it by obedience to the Spirit of Christ.

<opentext> Jesus of Nazareth showed us how to be conformed to His Son, Christ, by hearing Father's wisdom given to Him, and then obeying that which He heard from the Father.

<opentext> We too have that ability to hear Father's voice, but does one always make the choice to obey that which they hear?

<greg> not just the hearers, but the doers are justified in His sight

<disciple> not always...and when we don't listen and apply that which we hear, that is where the sweet savor up to Father ends

 

<opentext> Isn't it our conversation from times past [the cravings and desires of the flesh or lower nature], that which often interferes with, or dulls our hearing as to whether we will obey God or not?

<disciple> most usually     <chosen> yes

<greg> some think the old wine is better than the new

 

<opentext> Rom 8:30After God made that decision of what his children should be like, he followed it up by calling people by name. After he called them by name, he set them on a solid basis with himself. And then, after getting them established, he stayed with them to the end, gloriously completing what he had begun.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:11, For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

<opentext> The solid basis which we are set upon, for those who call upon His name, is the foundation of Jesus Christ; the path or pattern for life that He established for us to follow.

<opentext> Yet, how often do people look to other men for the way they should go, rather then observing the path that Jesus Christ set for us to follow, and hearing Father's wisdom for how we too can navigate it successfully?

<disciple> only through following Christ Jesus can we please Father, otherwise, it's the blind leading the blind

 

<opentext> Eph 2:19-22, 19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. (KJV)

 

<opentext> We should no longer be strangers and foreigners, but we would be conformed to the image of His Son. Yet, how often do people say that God is their friend, rather then the fact that He should be their Father, if they are a part of His family?

<chosen> many do

<at-peace> many who.....2 Cor 3:14-15, 14But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. 15But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart.  (KJV)

 

<opentext> If we are a part of His family, if we are built upon His foundation, then we should not be ashamed of the Gospel that He has delivered to us, nor should we be ashamed of being identified with Him.

<opentext> It is upon the foundation of the mystery of the Gospel, that our relationship with the Father is established, and it is maintained by you, the believer, remaining an active participant of His divine nature [that new creation in Christ], so that people see Christ in you.

<opentext> It is each believer and participant in Christ, that makes up the body of Christ, which are all connected to the chief cornerstone. Yet, does one always think that they are equal with everyone else within the body?

<disciple> not always...see most more mature than i

<chosen> not always

<at-peace> not always.. depends on who's eyes one is looking through

 

<opentext> It does not matter which hour one arrived in the vineyard to labor for the Lord, it is those that are their at the completion of Father's plan that receive the same reward.

<opentext> Today, we have that opportunity, to be conformed to the image of His Son, to hold fast our profession of conformity to Him and His Word, that people will see us for who we are, Children of the most high God.

[05:36] <opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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