Bible Study Thursday 18 April 2002


Setting aside all doubtful disputations, is to trust Him, and His Word!


James 1:25 But he who looks closely into the perfect Law--the Law of freedom—and continues looking, he, being not a hearer who forgets, but an obedient doer, will as the result of his obedience be blessed. (Weymouth translation)

It is by grace through faith that one is saved, delivered, healed, transformed, made whole. Faith is the gift received, it is then developed by hearing, giving audience (full attention and mindset) to the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ; and then allowing that Word to become an actual way of life!

 

Salvation is by God’s grace given to (made available to) mankind, that one might have fellowship with the Father, by and through Christ Jesus, as they accept, believe, and then live His Word.

 

1 Peter 2:2-3 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. (KJV)

 

Seeking and desiring the pure Word of God. Most of you know about cars. What would happen if you mixed equal parts of water and gasoline, and then tried to run your car on that? So then, what happens when we feed a child or adult a mixture of lies and the truth?

So, it is with our spirit being, that it requires the pure Word of God to operate and function properly. All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is given for the purpose that the believer can use it for their advantage of overcoming the flesh.

 

It (our relationship with God) is established in and on the Word of God; it is started and built up by precept upon precept, line upon line of His authoritative prescription for eternal spiritual well-being. It is as one tastes the truth; they are able to experience the freedom of God’s Word. As one continues in this truth, they will continue to see the liberty that only comes by and through Christ Jesus, by learning obedience to the Father, wanting to do all to please Him.

 

However, if our food and nourishment is as described in 1Peter 2:1, then the following will be applicable to the person, their character, and their traits. Let us look at these comments: 

 

1Peter 2:1 The vices here are those which offend against the BROTHERLY LOVE inculcated above. Each succeeding one springs out of that which immediately precedes, so as to form a genealogy of the sins against love. Out of malice springs guile; out of guile, hypocrisies (pretending to be what we are not, and not showing what we really are; the opposite of "love unfeigned," and "without dissimulation"); out of hypocrisies, envies of those to whom we think ourselves obliged to play the hypocrite; out of envies, evil-speaking, malicious, envious detraction of others. Guile is the permanent disposition; hypocrisies the acts flowing from it. (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
 

Whence note in general, That if any sin, much more if many sins, be kept close and lie dormant within us, they will certainly hinder the efficacy of the word upon us. As the foulness of the stomach hinders the natural digestion: till it be purged out, nothing can nourish within; in like manner, our apostle here advises to purge out these pestilent lusts  of malice and guile, of hypocrisy and envy, &c., before we hear the word of God, as ever we expect to be nourished with it, and grow thereby. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

As sin hinders good from coming to us, so it hinders the Word from working good in us. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

To "taste" of a thing means, according to the usage in the Scriptures, to "experience," or to "understand" it. The expression is derived from the fact that the "taste" is one of the means by which we ascertain the nature or quality of an object; compare <Matt. 16:28: John 8:51; Heb. 2:9>. The proper idea here is, that they had "experienced" the heavenly gift, or had learned its nature. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

The apostle does not express a doubt, but affirms that these good Christians had tasted the goodness of God, and hence argues with them. "You ought to lay aside these vile sins (v. 1); you ought to desire the word of God; you ought to grow thereby, since you cannot deny but that you have tasted that the Lord is gracious." (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

When a child disobeys, the parent tells the child what they did wrong, the implications of what the error could do to harm or kill them, and then shows them the way that they should go or operate in. Isn’t this also the way that God chastens His children?

 

Why does a parent correct their child, is it because of love or hate? In many instances it is hate, because the parent hates to see the reflection of what they are like themselves, which is reflected by the child. God corrects us because of love; because He truly wants us to spend eternity with Him.

 

A parent that loves a child, will give them all that is essential for them to grow properly with. The proper food, the proper clothing, a stable living environment, as well as the proper discipline. God has made available to us the heavenly manna and the living water. He has made available to us the full armor of God, Christ in you the hope of glory. He has told us to be seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. Now it is up to you, to take and eat, the put on all that He has made available to you, so that you can be that partaker of His divine nature. Then, we will be able to hear Him say, “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:” Matthew 25:34 (KJV). It’s a matter of fact!
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