17 May 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

greg> Thank you Father for your plan of salvation, and for the measure of faith to do those things that are pleasing in your sight, renouncing the hidden things of darkness, and walking in the light of the glorious gospel of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of many brethren gathered here this day to hear your message of love.

<opentext> Rom 12:11-12, 11 Never lag in zeal and in earnest endeavor; be aglow and burning with the Spirit, serving the Lord. 12 Rejoice and exult in hope; be steadfast and patient in suffering and tribulation; be constant in prayer. AMP

<opentext> Rom 12:11-12, 11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; KJV

<opentext> Not slothful in business as the KJV says; and what is our business?

<chosen> to do that which God asks of us, His servant, loving Him with our whole heart

<greg> in whatever state we are called, therewith be content, being fervent in what or where we have been asked to serve the Lord, its when a person is not content, or thinks their calling is trivial, is when they get slothful

<opentext> Good answers. Working out our own salvation with reverence and respect to and for God. Yet, often times people always first equate "their business" to the physical realm, rather then to the spiritual. And to be fervent, is to be hot, to be on fire for the Lord, to be eager to do that which Father may ask of us.

<opentext> And we must remember that the Lord said, that if one wants to be great in His kingdom, then one must learn to be the servant of all.  And how hard or difficult can that be, being the servant to all?

<chosen> it depends on the motives of the heart at the time

<greg> if one is looking for their reward here on earth, very, if one is seeking and treasuring the things above, not as difficult

<opentext> Remembering to do all unto the Lord, then it is not as difficult as greg said. Learning where it is [the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus] that our focus is to be kept. Then Paul says that we are to rejoice in Hope; but what does the word hope here really mean?

<chosen> assurance of His love to us

<at-peace> our hope is in Christ…that expectation

<greg> Christ in me is the hope of glory, I rejoice that all things are done heartily unto Him, knowing its His message and instructions that is leading me on the same path he walked

<opentext> For myself, from the way i was taught, hope is more of a statement of "i hope that it will happen". Yet, here from the Greek it actually means an expectation.

<opentext> Many people hope that the Lord hears and answers them, but that hope is not an expectancy, but rather wishful thinking. And the expectancy that one has, will be determined by how confident they are in the work which He has begun within them, as well as the confidence to allow Him to continue the work, and bring it to completion.

<opentext> How often is it we see people rejoice after the fact, that is, after they see the manifestation of whatever it is that they were  praying for, rather then at the time that they petitioned the Lord?

<chosen> very often, there's no trust relationship there

<greg> for many it is a what have you done for me lately attitude, rather than gratefull for what has been done on their behalf

<at-peace> easier for one to rejoice when seeing the results than to walk in now faith, that firm trust of things expected, the conviction of things not seen

<opentext> Then Paul says that we are to be patient in tribulation. To abide in Him, regardless of what the external circumstances may appear to be trying to dictate to one's life and walk. Paul told us that all that live a Godly life in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution. The Lord told us that in this present world we will have tribulation, but to be of good cheer, for He has overcome the world.

<opentext> So what is one to do when the tribulations come, how are they to remain properly focused?

<at-peace> continue to walk by faith, remaining confident knowing that He has provided the way of escape

<chosen> keep the armour of God on, remember that they first hated Him, and know that He has already fought and won the battle so we can walk in that victory

<greg> hope makes us not ashamed, we are to seek the guidance from the Lord himself on how He handled the same situation, being tempted in every manner as we are, and patiently expect the same victorious outcome

<opentext> Continue to walk in faith and not b sight; to know that he has delivered us from the power of darkness and translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son in whom we have redemption and the forgiveness of sin. To know that in Him we are more than conquerors.

<opentext> So how then does one get to this place of confidence, and then maintain it as well when in the midst of adversity?

<greg> it takes constant exercising of the spiritual senses, to discern the good from evil, and not following the voice of a stranger in the midst of adversity, looking for shortcuts

<at-peace> everywhere and in all things being instructed by God through Christ is our strength to hold fast and remain confident

<opentext> Good answers. Look at how Paul concludes this verse; that one remains constant in prayer. That is that we have and maintain that constant and consistent fellowship with the Father by His Spirit and walking in the truth of His Word. Today, maintain your constant communications with Father, and all of your steps will be true and sure.
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